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T O T H E 


R E A D E R. 

I T has been the cuftom of all my worthy bre- 
thren, who have honoured the craft with their 
books of conttitutions, or pocket- companions 
for free-mafons, to give us a long and pleafing 
hiftory of mafonry from the creation, to the time 
of their writing and publilhing fuch accounts, 
viz. from Adam to Noah, from Noah to Nimrod, 
from Nimrod to Solomon, from Solomon to Cyrus, 
from Cyrus to Seleucus Nicator, from Seleucus 
Nicator to Auguftus Caefar, from Augtiftus Caefar to 
the havock of the Goths, and fo on untij-the re- 
vival of the Auguftan ftyle, &c. &c. &c. Wherein 
they give us an account of the drawing, fcheming, 
planning, defigning, erecting, and building of 
temples, towers, cities cattles, palaces, theatres, 
pyramids, monuments, bridges, walls, pillars. 
Courts, halls, fortifications, and labyrinths, with 
the famous light-houfe of Pharos and Colottus at 
Rhodes, and many other wonderful works per- 
formed by the Architects, to the great fatis- 
fa&ion of the readers and edification of free- 
mafons *, 

a Hav* 

* Quere, Whether fuch hiftories we of any ufe in th f 
fecret myfterieg-of the craft. 


( a ) 

- Having call’d- to m i nd the old proverb, Better 
cut of the world than out of fafhion , I was fully de- 
termined to publifh; a hiftory of mafonry, whereby 
I did expert to give the world an uncommon fatif- 
fadion: and, in order to enable myfelf to execute 
this great" defign, I purchafea all or moil of the 
hiftories, constitutions, pocket-companions, and 
other pieces (on that fubjed) now extant in the 
Engiilh tongue. 

ivly next itep was to furnifh myfelf with a fuf- 
ficienf quantity of pens, irrk, and paper : this being 
done, I immediately fancied myfelfan Historian, 
and intended to trace mafonry not only to Adam, 
in his fylvan lodge in Paradife, but to give feme 
account of the craft even before the Creation : And 
(as a Foundation) I placed the following works’ 
round about me, lo as to be convenient .to have, 
recourfe to them as occafion fhnuld require, viz.' 
dodor Anderfon and Mr. Spratt diredly before me, 
dodor D’Afiigny and Mr. £mith on my right-hand, 
dodor Defagulieur and Mf; Pt nnell on my left- 
hand, and Mr. Seot<t and Mr. Lyon behind me ; a 
copy of ^that often called /the original conftitutions 
\faid to be in the poffeffion of Mr. John Clark , in 
Paris), and another copy of the fame magnitude 
handed about in England, together with the pam- 
phlet printed atFrankfort in Germany, I tied up in 
the ptdie Advertifer of Friday, Odober 19, 1753, 
and. threw- them under the table *. 


NOTE. 

* Several pamphlets ton. mafonry) have been 
publifhed- ftnee the firft edition of this book, viz. 

Mafonry 
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Mafonry Differed, the Mafter-key to Mafonry, 
th& Three Diftindt Knocks, Boaz and Jackin, &c. 
if any perfon or perfons have gained either know- 
ledge or admittance into lodges by virtue of thole 
publications, he *or ^ey ought to publilli it for the 
good of mankind, as well as for the honour of the 
ingenious' authors. 

I call them Ingenious, or rather Geni’s, becaufe 
they pretend to have difcovered the great Arcanum 
which the world in general have agreed to be more 
difficult than to difcover the longitude at fea. 
How far they have fueceeded (in opening the eyes 
of the world) is no bufinefs of mine, efpecially as 
the pamphlets and the authors of them are all 
dead, therefore J ffiall remark only three things: 
The fir'd is a -grofe falffiood ; inferted in the Three 
Diiftiadt Knocks, where fheauthor fays, that he was 
born in Prtfffia, that he got 'Tome knowledge of 
mafonry by the help of a pamphlet iti France, 
that he was in feveral lodges in England, and, for 
confirmation of the whole, Ke figns the initial letters 
of his name, dec. whereas it is well known that 
every part of thefe affei'tions are falfe he being an 
Engliffiman by birth, a bricklayer by trade, his 
name Daniel Tadpole, and ndver was in France, 
iior (if you believe free-mafons) within the doors of 
a lodge in Great Britain. The fecond thing (which 
indeed is very remarkable) is the manner of his 
death, which happened upon Monday night the 
23d. of Auguft 1762. 


a 2 . 


Mr. 


(iv) 

Mr. Tadpole having ill fuccefs in trade, made 
an elopment from bricklaying in order to pay his 
devotion to the Ladies at Pamaffus, as the famous 
Ben Johnfon had formerly done. Our modem 
artift was not fo fortunate as his great predeceffor, 
for meeting with a common flrumpet whom he • 
took for one Mils T erpfichore, he begat a bantling 
which he foon after prefented (in a comic drefs) to 
his friends, but the poor little creature was fo weak 
in its parts, and had fo litde fpirits, that a principal 
adtor (called punch) in a puppet (how drove it out 
of the kindom without the honour of ever coming 
to the field of battle, I mean the ftage. Loaded with 
difappointments Mr. Tadpole thought himfelf me- 
lancholly enough to write a tragedy, but, alafs, 
he mifcarried in this attempt alfo, and laid the fault 
on one Madam Melpomene, who refilled to give 
him any afliflance. One day while he was bemoan- 
ing his misfortunes, a conftant companion of his, 
a Jew named Balthazar Amraphel, paid him a 
vifit, to whom he related his ill fuccefs. Veil, veil, 
Maftar Tadpole (fays Amraphel) fheer up your 
haawrth, you (hall do very veil bom by ; ay, you 
/hall vraite fo veil afs any body, af you’ll take my' 
advize j vraite fuin tin vhat your falfs nor non 
body alfe underftand, vraite about ftee-mafontry, I 
yill tell you fom Ebru vords for put in it dat 
vill make your countrymans flare. Dat ifs de 
vay moy boy dat aur peoples humbug your peoples. 
In fhort Mr. Tadpole took the lucky hint and 
by the help of Balthazar Amraphel wrote that 
pamphlet call’d the Three Diftindt Knocks, and 

fold 


fold it to Mr. Sergeant, bookfeller, near Temple* 
Bar in London. 

The diminutive fum which Mr. Tadpole re- 
ceived for the pamphlet, was not fufficient to 
maintain an author a week, therefore he took par- 
ticular care to wrong the Jew of his part j fuch 
behaviour exafperated Amraphel fo much that he 
difeovered the whole affair to me and a few more, 
which otherwife muft have remained a fecret to 
this day. The Jew (who was a very cunning fel- 
low) after his paffion was fomething abated, began 
to confider how to be revenged on his companion, 
therefore, the better to accomplifh his defign, he 
thought it moft advifable to hide his refentment, 
and pretend to be in perfeft friendfhip with him. 

Mr. Tadpole, who never fufpefted any treachery, 
put more confidence in the jew than he had hi- 
therto done. The confequence of this renewal of 
friendfhip was, that Mr. Tadpole, by a proper in- 
ftrument in writing, gave up all his effefts into the 
hands of the Jew, with a defign to defraud his 
creditors by a ftatute of bankruptcy, or by the be- 
nefit of the a ft of infolvency, commonly known by 
the name of the White Wafhers Aft. 

The Jew immediately took pofleflion, and difi. 
pofed of every thing to the beft advantage. Some 
time afterwards Mr. Tadpole demanded a fum of 
his money from the Jew, who not only refufed 
him, but at the fame time threatened to have him 

hanged 


hanged according to the laws of the^Realm. . The 
wretched Daniel Tadpole fell down upon his knees 
and cried O 1 Amraphel, Amraphel, what have 
1 done unto these, that thou finite rt me thus, when 
one fevere blow of thine, is tenfold more violent 
than my three diftind knocks. The hard hearted 
Jjew, inftead of liftening with an ear of companion 
to the lamentable importunities of the now diflxef- 
fed Daniel Tadpole, fent for officers to apprehend 
him, which Tadpole perceiving, he immediately 
made his efcape out of the houfe, and got into 
White-chapel fields on the eaft fide of London. It 
was then between n and 12 o’clock on Monday 
night the 23d day of Auguft J762, when Mr. 
Tadpole, to avoid being taken by his purfuers 
(as it is thought^ hid himfelf in a fand or clay pit 
in the faid fields, where ( we fuppofe ) he flept un- 
til fuch time as a nightman ('vulgarly call’d a Tom 
X — -dmanl came from the city, . as is cuftomary, 
and turning the 'tail of his great cart over the pit 
where tbe halplefs delinquent lay, he irtftantly 
difcharged no lefs then four tons of human ordure 
down upon him, which fmothered him to death. 

The third remarkable thing is the untimely end 
of the learned gentleman that wrote the pamphlet 
intitled Boaz and Jackin, I forbear to mention his 
name becaufe his widow is now living, and has 
had affli&ions and reflections enough already. All 
that I ffiajl fay is, that in a fit of Jealouly he cut 
his throat on Thurfday the 8th. day of September 

? 7 6 3 * 


0 1 Britannia 


C vii ) 

t ' 

O ! Britannia Jhed a tear , 

For thefe two learned brothers : 
The loft loud trumpet you jhall hear 
Ere you produce Jucb others. 


Having tried my pen, and wrote a line not un- 
like the beginning of the. chapter in the Alcoran*, 

I began to flourifh away in a moft admirable man- 
ner, and in a few days wrote the firft volume of the 
hiftory of mafonry, wherein was a full account 
of the tranfadtions of the firft grand lodge, parti- 
cularly the’ excluding of the unruly members, as 
related by Mr. Milton -j*. 

By this time I imagined myfelf fuperior to Jo- 
fephus, Stackhoufe, or any other hiftorian whom 
the reader {hall pleafe to think on. And as I in- 
tended to give the world a hiftory of mafonry for 
feveral years before the creation, I made no man- 
ner of doubt but my work ftiould live (at leaft) 
two thoufand years after the general conflagration. 

Perhaps fome of my readers (I mean thole that 
are beft acquainted with my capacity) will fay, 
he has more vanity than wit j and as to learning, 
it is as great a ftranger to him, as free- mafonry is 
to women j yet he has the folly to think himfelf 

an 

•Next after the title at the head of every chapter (except, 
the ninth) of the alcoran, is prefixed the following folemn 
form : 

. In the name of the mojl merciful God. 

+ See Paradife Loft. 
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an hiftorian, and expedts to become a great 
man, &c . . 

Whether fuch an opinion be true, or falfe, it 
matters nought to me ; for the world muft allow, 
that (tho’ no man has yet found out the perpetual 
motion^ all men ever had> has now, and ever will 
have, a perpetual notion : And furthermore, we 
read that the following perfons, fo much fam’d in 
hiftory, were not only poor men, but many of 
them of a very mean extradtion. The wife 
philofepher Socrates, was the fon of a poor ftone- 
carver ; the tragic poet Euripides, was the fon of 
poor parents ; as was Demofihcnes, the honour of 
Greek eloquence ; Virgil, the famous Latin poet, 
was the fon of a poor Mantuan labouring potter ; 
Horace, the incomparable Lyric, was the fon of a 
trumpeter in the wars; Tarquinius Prifcus,kingof 
the Romans, was the fon of a merchant; and 
Servius Tullius, another king of the Romans, was 
begotten on a woman-11 ave ; Septimius Severus, is 
faid to come of a very bafe degree; Agathocles, 
king of Sicilly, was a potter’s fon ; iElius Pertinax 
was a poor artificer, or, as fome fay, a fimple feller 
of wood ; the parents of Venadius Baflus, are laid 
to be very milerable poor people ; and Arfaces, 
king of the Parthians, was of fo mean and obfcure 
parentage that no man’s memory could make a 
report of his father or mother ; Ptolomv, king of 
Egypt, was the fon of a Tquire in Alexander’s army ; 
the Emperor Dioclefian, was the fon of a feri- 
vener ; the emperor Probus, was fon of a gar- 
dener; 
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dener ; and the parents of Aurelius, werefo obfcure 
that writers have not agreed who they were* Max- 
iminus was the (on of a fmith, or as fome fay a 
waggon- wright } Marcus- Julius Licinius, w*6 the 
fon of a herdfman ; Bonofus, was the fon of a poor 
ftipcndary fchoolmafter ; Mauritus Juftinus, pre- 
deceflbr to Juftinian, and alfo Galerus, were Doth 
fhepherds ; pope John, the Twenty-fecond of that 
name, was the fon of a fhoe- maker ; pope Nichol- 
as the fifth, was the fon of a man that fold eggs : 
and butter about die ftreets ; and pppe Sixtus the 
fourth, was a mariner’s fon $ Lamufius, king of 
die Lombards, was the fon of a common drum- . 
pet, who (when he was an infant) threw him into 
a ditch, but was taken out by king Agelmond } 
Primiflau§, king of Bohefriia, was the fon of a 
country peafant; Tamerlane the great, was a 
herdfman j Caius Marius, feven times qonful of 
Rome, was born of poor parents in the village of 
Arpinum ; and Marcus Tullius CicerO, conful of 
Rome and pro-conful in Afia, was from the poor 
Tuguriole of Arpinum, the meaneft parentage that 
could be j Ventidius, field-marfhal and conful of 
Rome, was die fon of i muleteer j and Theophra- 

- flus was the fon of a botcher, e. a mender of 

- garments, &c. ' ' 

I have heard of many others of later date that 
have been preferr’d to places or offices of great 
truft, and dignified with titles of honour, with- 
out having the lead claim to courage, wit, learn- 
ing, or honefty ; therefore if fuch occurrences be 
duly confidered, I humbly conceive it will not be 

b deemed 
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deem’d as a capital offence, that I thouid 'enter- , 
tain my own perpetual notion, while I dp not 
endeavour to difinherit any man of his properties. 


I doubt I have tired the ' reader’s patjence ; and 
if lb, I humbly beg his pardon for this ldng digref- 
fion. But to return,, whiff my mind was wholly ' 
taken up with my fancied fuperiority' as an hit* 
torian, I infenfibly fell into a Humbert when 
roe-thought four men entered , my room ; their 
habits appeared to be of very ancient fitihion, and 
their language alfe I imagined to be either He-: 
tjrew, Arabic, or Chaldean, in which they addre&' 
fed me, and I immediately ^ahfwered them after 
the pmtomiroe Taihibn : After lome fprtiiaf cere-' 
monies, I .defired. to'knbw their names and from' 
whence they Came , to which one of them anfwdred* 
me ’(in Engljfh) we are four brothers; and came 
from the holy city of Jerufalem,; pur nahies are 
Shallum, Ah imam .Akhiib, apd Talmoii. Hear.-^ 
ing they were fbjpyfners from jeriifalem, I afked 
them whether they could give inf account of 

Solomon's temple -‘.to which shaiium * 

fthe chief of them) made anfwer dhd faid, the 
wife King SOLO MO Grand-IVIaSter of 
Ifrael, appointed us head porters at the Temple* 
in the thirty sfeeond year of his age, the .twelfth of 
his reign, and about the.year, of the world 294.2 ; 
and therefore we can give a full and particular 
defcription of that wonderful fabrick, and likfewife 
of the ingenious artifls who perform’d it, I was 
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glad to meet with fuch brethren, from whom I 
did expert a great deal of knowledge ; which the 
' many ages they had lived in muft have taught 
them, if their memories did not fail: upon mis 
confederation I told them, that 1 was writing a hif- 
tory of mafonry, and be^d their afli fiance, &c. 

A hiftory of mafonry! (fays Ahiman) from the 
day of the dedication of the holy Temple to this 
prefent time, I have not feen a hiftory of mafonry, 
though fome have pretended (not only) to defcribe 
the length, breadth, height, weight, colour, fbape, 
form, and fubftance of every thing within and 
about the temple j but alfo to tell the fpiritual' * 
meaning of them, as if they krtfcw die mind of 
‘ him who gave , orders for that building, or feen it 
finifhed : but I can affure you, that fuch furveyors 
have never feen the temple, nay never have been 
within a thoufand miles of Jerufalem : Indeed 
(continued he) there was one Flavius (I think he 
' was a Soldier) t6ok a great deal of notice of die 
’ temple, and other matters about it j as did another 
man, cabled Jtrry : Inhere were two others whofe 
names i have forgbt, ' but remember one of them 
was an excellent dreamer j ^ and the other was very 
handy in colledting all manner of good writings || 
after die captivity. 

Thofe were the only men that have wrote moft 
and beft upon that fubjeft, and yet' all their works 

• together 

* Ste-Solomm's tetofle fpirixualized by Bunyaii 

%. Ezekiel. 

Hi Ezra. ‘ 
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together would not be fufficient for a preface 
to the hiftory of mafonry ; but for your further in- 
. ftru&ion, you {hall hear an eminent brother who 
'can inform you in every particular that is neceflary 
tq your prefent undertaking. The words were 
fcarce ended, when there appeared a grave old 
gentleman, with a longbeard; he was dreffed in aa 
embroidered veft, and wore a bread plate of gold, 
let with twelve precious Stones, which formed an 
oblong fquare : I was informed that the name of 
the ftones were Sardine, Emerald, Ligure, Beryl, 
Topas, Saphire, Agate, Onyx, Carbuncle, Dia- 
mond, Amethyft, and Jafper : Upon thefe ftones 

• were engraved the names of the twelve tribes viz. 
Reuben, Judah, Gad, Zebulun, Simeon, Dan, 

• A(her, Jofeph, Levi, Naphthali, lfiacher, and 
; Benjamin. 

Upon his entrance, the four fojoumers did him 
the homage due to a fuperior ; as to me, the luftre 
of his breaft-plate .dazzled my fight, in fuch a 
. manner that I could fcarce look at him. But 
Ahiman giving him to underftand that the people 
of this country were weak-fighted, he immediately 
covered his breaft-plate j which not only gave me 
an opportunity of perceiving him more diftinft, but 
alfo of paying him my refpe&s in the beft manner 
I Mfas. capable of} and making a very low- bow, 
I prefented.him with the firft volume’ of the hif- 
- tory of maioriry, hoped he would’ do me the ho- 
nour of peruling it, and beg’d his advice for my 
further proceedings'ihftki^y received if, and read 
it over, whilft 1 impatiently waited to hear his opi- 
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nion j which at laft (to my mortification) amounted 
to no more than ah old Hebrew proverb (which 
Ahiman tranflated thus ; Thou haft div’d deep 
into the water, and haft brought up a potlherd) : 
neverthelefs he took me by the hand, and faid * ; 
my fon, if thou wilt thou (halt be taught, and if 
thou wilt apply thy mind thou (halt be witty ; if 
thou love to hear thou (halt receive fdo&rine) ; 
and if thou delight in hearing thou (halt be wife : 
and although your hiftory of mafonry is not worth 
notice, yet you may write many other things of 
great fervice to the fraternity. 

Certain it is (continued he) that free-mafonry 
has been from the creation (though not under that 
name) ; that it was a divine gift from God ; that 
Cain and the builders of his city were ftrangers to 
the fecret myftery of mafonry j that there were but 
four mafons in the world when the deluge hap- 
pened j that one of the four, even the fecond fon of 
Noah was not mailer of the art; that Nimrod, nor 
any of his bricklayers, knew any thing of the mat- 
ter} and that there were but very few maftersofthe 
art (even) at Solomon’s temple: whereby it plainly 
appears, that the whole myftery was communicated 
to very few at that time ; that at Solomon’s temple 
(and not before) it received die name of free-ma- 
fonry, becaufe the mafons at Jerufalem and Tyre 
were the greateft cabaMs*f-then in the world} that 
the myftery has been, for the molt part, praftifed 

amongft 

* Ecduf. vi. 33, 34. 

t People {killed in the cabala i. e. tradition, their fecret 

r* r „ j • 1?..:, . n. __i _ . 
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among# builders fines Splpjnon’s time j that there 
were ibme hundreds mentioned (injpftories of 
mafonry) under the titles of grand-ipafters, &c. 
for no other realon than that of giving orders 
for the budding of a hpufe, tower, caftle* or fbpie 
other edifice (or perhaps for fufferjpe the ipafons 
to credt fuch in their territories, &c.) while t)ie 
memories of as many thoufands of die faithful 
Crafts, are buried in oblivion : Fj-opa whence 
he gave me to underftand, that inch hiftories were 
of no ufe to the focicty at prefect j and further ad- 
ded, that the manner of copitituting lodges, the 
old and new regulations, &c. were /the only and 
moft ufeful things (concerning free-inafonry) that 
could he wrote : to which I beg’d to be informed, 
whether fangs were to be introduced : hisanfwer 
was * : if thou be mad? the matter, lift not thyfelf 
up ; but be among them as one of the reft : take 
diligent care for them, and fo fit down. 

And when thou haft done all thy duty, fit 
down, that thou mayft be merry with them 3 and 
receive a crown for thy good behaviour. 

Speak, thou that art the elder, for it becometh 
thee ; but with found Judgment : and hinder pot 
mufic. J- And at all times Jet thy garments be 
White. 

While he was fpeaking thefe laft words, I. was 
awaked by a young puppy that (got into the Room 
while 1 flept, and, feizing my papers, eat a great 

part 

* Ecduf.xxxii. 1, 2 t 3. f Ecdef. ix. 8. 
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part of them, and) was then (between 'my legs) 
(baking and tearing the laft Sheet of what 1 had 
wrote. 

I have not words to exprefs the forrow, grief, 
trouble, and vekatlon I' was in, upon feeing- die 
c&tafltojftfeof a work which- I exp6£ted would 6ut- 
laft the teetirof tlintf. 

Like one diftra&ed (as m J truth I was) ! ran 
to the owner of the dog, and demanded immediate 
fatisfadtion : he told me he would hang the cur $ 
but at the fame time he imagined I Should be 
under more obligation to him for So doing, than he 
was to me for what had happened. 

In Short, I looked upon' it as a bad omen ; and 
my late dream had made fo great an impreffion 
on my mind, that fuperftition got the better of me, 
and caufed me to deviate from the general cuftom 
of my worthy predeceflbrs ; otherwife I would 
have published a hiftory of mafonry : and as this 
is rather an accidental than a defigned fault, I hope 
the reader will look over it with a favourable eye. 

In the following Sheets I have inferted nothing 
but what are undeniable truths, which will 
be found (if obferved) to be of great ufc to the fra- 
ternity, and likewife to numbers that are not of 
the fociety j to the latter, it will {hew them the 
folly of ridiculing a fociety founded upon religion, 
morality, brotherly love, and good fellowship : 
and fo thofe of a more gentle and better polished 
' ^ nature. 
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nature, in giving them an opportunity of exa-~. 
mining whether they are indued with the ne- 
ceflary qualifications to be made free-mafons. 

How far this may anfwer the defign, I know . 
not ; but I hope that my brethren and others 
will accept the will for the deed, and take this 
as the widow’s mite was received, which will 
amply reward my trouble. 



A PHILAC- 


/ 
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A 

PHILACT ER I A 

For fuch 

GENTLEMEN, as may be inclined to 
become Free-Masons. 

GENTLEMEN, 

"I F the love of knowledge, intereft, company, 
or dear curiofity, Ihould take poffeffion of any 
corner of your heads or hearts, and work y&i up 
to a defire of becoming free-mafons ; in fuch 
cafe, I beg leave to offer my fervice as your 
guide to the lodge door : this propdfal, will not 
(I hope) be difagreeable to you, confidering that 
1 am the firft perfon that ever offered afliftance 
in this manner. But, before we fet out, it is 
neceffary that you carefully examine whether you 
are properly equipt for fuch an undertaking. 

To this end, be it known to you gentlemen, that 
in every warranted lodge they have the following 
order, viz. 

* 

“Any perfon defirous of being made a free- mafon 
in the lodge, {hall bepropofed by a member thereof, 
that is to fay, his name, age, defcription of his 
perfon, title, or trade and place of refidence j that 

c fuch 
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fuch propofal fliall be made in lodge hours * af 
leaft one lodge-night before the initiation/ in 
order, that th,e brethren may have fufficient time 
and opportunity to make a ftrrQ: enquiry into the 
morals, character and circumftances of the can- 
didate j and the brother that propofes him fliall at 
the fame time depofite fuch a fum (of the candi- 
date’s money) as the majority fliall think fufficient 
(not lefs then one crown) to infure the lodge that 
the candidate will attend according to the propofal. 
And if the lodge approve his perfon, age, cha- 
racter and circumftances, and therefore initiate 
hi^n into the myftry &c. he fhall pay whatfbever 

« njhe brethren fliall think proper (not left than 
o Guineas) and cloath the lodge if required. 
But if the lodge think the candidate unworthy, 
and refufc to make him, his money fhall he faith- 
fully returned to him j but, in cafe the lodge 
approve his perfon and character &c. and he 
refufe to be made, then fliall he forfeit his money 
for the benefit of diftrefled free maions. And it is 
hereby ordered and declared, that no perfon is 
capable of becoming a member of the lodge, but 
fuch as are of mature age, upright in body and 
limbs, free from bondage, has the fepfes of 3 

man, 

* That is from the vernal to the autumnal equinox, be- 
tween feven and ten o’clock in the evening, -and from the 
autumnal to the vernal equinox following, between fix an4 
nine c/clock, „ • 

. f By cloathing rs meant white aprons l / gnd gloves, not 
only for every member in the lodge, wr all theif 

wives and fweethearts, . jt—' 
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man, arid is endowed with an eftate, office, trade, 
occupation, or fome vifible way of acquiring an 
honeft and reputable livelihood, as becomes the 
members of this moil ancient and honourable 
fraternity* * 

By this regulation you fee that the free mafons 
•will make d ftrid: (though private) enquiry' into 
your chara&er and ability : And therefore I 
advife you to be as circumiped on your fide. Per- 
haps, you may think that it will be impoffible for 
you to diftinguifh the good from bad, amongft 
a people who make it their peculiar ftudy to keep 
all things fecret. Let not fuch a thought difcourage 
you, when I affure you, that you have a faithful 
guide, who has made free mafonry (both antient 
and modern) his conftant ftudy for twenty years 
paft, and thinks it a duty incumbent on him, 
to give you thefe inftrudtions. 

In the firft place, when you intend to be 
made a free mafon, go with your friend to the 
lodge, and defire him to fhew you the warrant 

c 2 or 


♦ To this I beg leave to add a word or two : The per- 
fons to whom I now fpeak, are the men of fopne education 
and an honeft Chara&er, but in low circumftances ; I fay, 
let them firft confider their income and families, and kno\p, 
that free mafonry requires ability, attendance, and a good 
appearance to maintain and fupport it’s antient and honour* 
aide grandeur* Be it alfo remembered, that they have no 
title to the general charity, until’ they prove, that they Have 
been formerly in reputable, at leaft, in tolerable circum- 
ftances# 
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or difpenfation by which the lodge is held ; that is 
to fay, an inftrument printed or written upon 
parchment and figned by iome noble grand 
m after, his Deputy and grand wardens, and 
grand fecretary, and fealed with their grand lodge 
feal &c. conftituting and appointing particular 
perfons (therein named) as mafter and wardens, 
with full power to congregate and hold a lodge 
at fuch a place, and therein make and admit 
free mafons, according to. the moft antient and 
honourable cuftom of the royal craft, in all ages 
and nations throughout the known world, with 
full power and authority to nominate, chufe and 
inftall their fucceffors &c. When they produce this 
authority or warrant, then call for the by-laws, 
and (having ferioufly perufed them) confider 
whether your natural difpofition will incline you 
to be conformable to them. Next call for the 
roll* or lift of the members, where you may find 
the names of fome of your intimate and moft 
efteemed friends, of perhaps the names of fuch 
(other of your acquaintance) as you would not 
chufe to afiociate with. If thefe refearches prove 
agreeable, then you may venture to lay down the 
depofite money, (as it is called) but if they do 
not produce the grand mafter ’s authority by war- 
rant or difpenfation, you are to look upon them 
not only as the magma of free mafons, but the 
very dregs of mankind, who (under the cloak of 
brotherly love) are ever upon the watch for an 
opportunity to pick your pockets, and make you 

con- 
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contemptible into the bargain. * Doubtkfs you 
will wonder how, or by what means, wdi 
abandoned wretches got admittance into a frater- 
nity which boaft of To much honour and virtue, 
as to level themfelves with kings and princes, 
efpecially, if they adhere ftridtly to the foregoing 
regulation. To this 1 anfwef, that forae of the 
Landlords,*!* where the lodges are held, do often 
recommmend perfons to be made free mafons, 
and that the lucrative view takes place (too often) 
where impartiality, honefty and virtue ought to be 
the points of light. That others have flood the 
teft of the ftridteft ferutiny, behaved well for many 
years, and afterwards fell into all manner of vices, 
'which feryes to ftjew the inftability and weakneft 
of mankind, and that all the do&rine and laws 
upon earth (without the grace of God) is not fuf- 
ficient to make men wife or deter them from evil. 
Neverthelefs (in the fyftem of free mafonry) there 
are many ways to mend the manners, polifh the 
difpoiition, correct the Judgment, and refine the 
tafte of a foul virtuoufly inclined. And as the 

number 

* For a confirmation hereof read the eighth Regulation, 
(page 58) where it is ordered,' that no perfon fo made, nor 
any concerned in making him, ihall be a grand officer, nor 
an officer of any particular lodge, nor fhall any fuch partake 
of the general charity > if they fhould come to want it. 

t I. do not charge landlords in general with fuch evil pro- 
ceedings, becaufe I know many of them that abhor fmifter 
views, and would facrifice all pecuniary intereft, before they 
would -break through any of the facred rules or orders of the 
craft. 
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number of good and wife/ree-mafons have always 
greatly exceeded that of the foolifh and wicked, 
it would be as abfard to condemn the whole for* 
part, a6 it would be in the Jews to condemn Shem 
and Japhet for the curfe brought upon Ham j or 
the Chriftians, to condemm the eleven apoflles, 
becaufc Judas turned traitor. But this is not 
altogether the bufinefs of a guide, therefore I beg . 
leave to reaffume my proper character, and earn- 
eftly defire you to fhun mafon clubs, that is to fay, 
lodges formed without authority, for you may reft 
fully allured, that fuch clubs are generally com- 
pofed of excluded members, or perfons clan- 
deftinely made by them, and consequently in- 
capable of giving proper inftru&ions to their pupils. 
Or admit them capable of giving proper inllruc- 
tions, even then j the new brethren will be led in 
the dark, becaufe it is the intereft of the rebel 
party to conceal the efientials af the craft, which, 
if revealed, muft of courfe prove themfelves to be 
villains. Therefore, in order to avoid falling into 
fuch hands, I earneftly beg of you, to have no 
communication with any lodge or let of men 
under the denomination of a free mafons lodge, 
until they produce the grand maffer’s authority, 
figned and fealed as before mentioned. But 
having produced fuch authority, you may then 
enter in the name of God! where you will be ac-- 
quainted with myfteries, which are not permitted 
to be revealed by a guide, efpecially out of the 
lodge: And if after fuch enterance or admifiion 
you find that I have mifled you, I- do hereby give 

•you 
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you full liberty to expofe me as a blind guide &c. 
but if experience teach you, that my inftru&ion9. 
(as well as my intentions) were juft, then I hope 
you will do me the honour of calling me a faith* 
ful brother, And that the Gpd of all light and 
truth (who is the giver of all good gifts and graces) 
may bleis, projfper, and direct you, in all your 
public and private (lawful) undertakings, is the 
pearty prayer of, 


Gentlemen, 


fcftr faithful and obedient fervent, 

! 


Laurence Dermott. 


( xxiv ) 


Having taken my leave of the Grangers, I now 
beg leave to addrefs myfelf to the Gentlemen 

OF THE MOST ANTlENT AND HONOURABLE 
Fraternity. 


GENTLEMEN and BRETHREN, 

OEVERAL eminent craftfmen redding in 
^ Scotland, Ireland, America and other parts 
both abroad and at home, have greatly im- 
portuned me, to give them fome account of what 
is called modern mafonry in London. I cannot 
be difpleafed with fuch importunities, becaufe I 
had the like curiofity myl'elf, about fixteen or 
ieventeen years ago, when I was firft introduced 
into that fociety. However, before I proceed any 
farther concerning the difference between antient 
and modern, I think it my duty, to declare 
iolemnly before God and man, that I have not 
die leaft antipathy againft the gentlemen members 
of the modern fociety ; but, on the contrary, love 
and refpedt them, becaufe I have found the 
generality of them to be hearty cocks and good 
fellows (as the bacchanalian phrafe is) and many 
of them I believe to be worthy of receiving every 
hlefhng that good men can afk or heaven beftow. 
Thope that this declaration will acquit me of any 
defign of giving offence, efpecially if the following 
queries and anfwers be rightly confidered. 


Quere- 


(**<') 

Qtiere lft. Whether free mafonry , at prablifed in 
antient lodges, isuniverfalt 

Anpuoer. Yes* 

2d. Whether •what is called modern mafonry is 
univerfal ? 

% 

Anfwer. No. 

3d. Whether there is any material difference 
between the antient arid modern ? 

Anf. A great deal, becaufe an antient mafon can 
not only make hitnfelf known to his brother, 
but in cafe of neceffity can difeover his very 
thoughts to him, in the prefence of a modern, 
without bong able to dimnguifh that either of 
them are free mafons. 

4th. Whether a modern mafori may , with fafety , 
communicate all bis fecrets to an antient mafonl 

Anf. Yes. 

5th. Whether an antient mafon may , with the like 
fafety , communicate all bis fecrets , to a modern 
mafon , without further ceremony t 

Anf No. For as a Science comprehends an Art, 
(though an art cannot comprehend a fcience) 
even fo antient mafonry contains every thing 
valuable amongft the moderns, as well as many 

d other 
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other fhii\g? that cannot he revealed without 
additional ceremonies. 


6th. Whether a perfon , made in the modern manner, 
and not after the antient cujiom of the craft , has 
’• a right ttrhecallea free vend accepted, according 
to the intent and meaning of the •tvords I 


Anf. His being unqualified to appear in a maftdts 
lodge, according to the univerfal lyfiem of 
’ . mafonry, renders the appellation improper.’. _ 


yth. Whether it is pojfible to initiate or introduce 
a modern mafon intourofal arch lodge fthetyery 
Effence of 'majority) -without hooking - 'him go 
. through the dntient 'tefotfmieii-' r.’ ; 


.Arf. :No. •• u v 




8th. What Art or Science has been introduced and 


■ ,praSfffed, in fuondon, without reqefang.the faff 
improyftqeniX, . V • • 


Anf. Free mafonry. 


<#tb. \ Wfegtper the prefent member s s oJ ’modern lodges 
Vv are bhapfeablefpr deviating fo much from the old 
land marks, t 

. ...... 

jlnf No. Becaufe die innovation was made in 
the. re^gn of -kfog George the firft, and the new, 
,. form dsUyered as^orthodox to the, prefent 
. piembers, ..... 

; ioth 
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ioth-. Therefore- as it is natural for each party, to 
maintain the orthodoxy of their mafonical precep- 
tors. How jhall we dijlingttijh tin original and 
mojl ufeful jyft em f 

Anf The number of antient mafons, compared 
with the moderns, being as ninety-nine to one, 
proves the dniverfality of the old order, and 
the utility thereof appears by the love and 

• refpedfc (hewn to the brethren, in consequence: 
i of their fiiperior abilities in converting with, and 

ditiinguifhing the ma^onis of all countries :and 

• denoniinatior\s, a xircurpftancc, peculiar to 
: antient mafons. . . - I. 

. I ana Hb wfefl acquainted with the troth of what 
I havd juft now inferted, that I am not in the 
Jeaft apprehenfive of being contradicted. But if 
any perfon ihould hereafter labour under tile (pint 
of oppdition,* I (hall (even then) bd contented, as 
I am fure of having the majority upon my fide. 

Therefore, In order to fatisfy the importunities 
of my good Brethren (particularly the Right 
worfhipful and . very worthy Gentlemen of 
America, who for their charitable difpotitioo, 
prudent choice of members and good conduct in. 
general,. deferve< the tmanknous thanks and ap- 
plaufe • of the mafonical ’ world) be it known, 
that the < innovation,' t < already , mentioned, 
arofe upon the. fall fof a Grand Master, 
namely Sir Chriftopher Wren, who (as Dodtor 

d 2 Anderfon 
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Andcrfon fays) negleded die lodges! The 
Dodor’s affertion is certainly true, and { will 
endeavour to do juftice unto the memory of Sir 
Chriftopher, by relating the 'real caufe of fuch 
negled. The famous Sir Chriftopher Wren, 
Knight, (Mafter of Arts formerly of Wad ham 
college, Profeflor of aftronoray at Grefham and 
Oxford, Dodor of the civil law, Preiident of die 
royal fociety, grand mafter of the moft antient 
and honourable fraternity of free and accepted 
mafons, archited to the crown, who built moft 
of the churches in London, laid the firft (lone of 
the glorious cathedral of St. Paul, and lived to 
finilh it.) having fcrved the crown upwards of 
fifty years, was (at the age of ninety) difolaced 
from employment, in favour of Mr. William 
B-nf-n, who was made furveyor of the buildings 
&c. to his Majefty King George the firft. 
The firft fpedmen of Mr. B-nf-n f s flrill in archi- 
tedufe was a report made to the houfe of Lords, 
that their houfe and the painted chamber adjoining 
were in immediate danger of falling ; whereupon 
die Lords /net in a committee, to appoint feme 
other place to fit in, while the houfe fhould be 
taken down. But it being propofed to caufe fbme 
other builders firft to infped it, they found it in 
very good condition. The Lords, upon this, were 
going upon an addrefs to the king, againft the 
modern architdft, for fuch a mifreprefentation, but 
the Earl of Sunderland, then fecrctary, gave them 
an affurance that his majefty would remove him. 
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S.uch ufage, added to Sir Chriftopher’s great age* 
was more man enough to make nim decline all 
public aflemblies. And the mailer mafons then 
in London were ib much diiguiled at the treat- 
ment of their old and excellent grand mailer, that 
they would not meet nor hold any communication 
under the fandion of his fucceflor Mr. B-nf-n, 
in ihort, the brethren were ft ruck with a Lethargy 
which feemed to threaten the London lodges with 
affinal diffolution. 

Notwithstanding this ftate of inactivity in Lon- 
don, the lodges in the country, particularly in 
Scotland and at York, kept up their antient for- ' 
nudities, cuiloms and uiages, without alteration, 
adding or diminiihing to mis hour, horn whence 
they may juilly be called the moil antient &c. 

About the year 1717 fome joyous companions, 
who had paffed the degree of a craft, (though very 
nifty) revived to form a lodge for themfelves, in 
order (by conversation) to recoiled what had been 
formerly didated to them, or if that ihould be 
found impracticable, to fubilitute fomething new, 
winch might for the future pafs for maibnry 
amongft themfelves. At 'this meeting the queilion 
was aflted, whether any peribn in the aifembly 
knew the Matter’s part, and being anfwered in 
tfye negative, it was refolved, netn. con. that the 
deficiency ihould be made up with a new compo- 
sition, and what fragments of the old order found 
" " amongft 
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amongfl them, fhould. -be . immediately reformed 
and made more ' pljaftlfe to the hurrioars of the 
people. Hence jt wsii'oriered, that every' perfon' 
(during tbe timfc of HU initiation 1 ) jfhduld Wear 
boots (puts, 1 a, fWord a'nd'fpeitad^s. * *That every 
apprentice (going and. co thing froriiwbrk) fliould 
carry plumb rule upon:his right 1 ftd'e,' contrary 
. to he antieftk. . That every fellow cfafi: fhould 
carry the level Upon his left fide, and hot upon his 
right fide* as the antients did. And that every 
perlbn, dignified with the title of a majler mafon , 
fliould wear a . fquare pendant to his right leg. 

It was alfo thought expedient to abolifh the old. 
cuftom of ftudying Geometry in the lodge, arid ’ 
fome of the young brethren made it appear, that 
a good knife and fork in the hands of a dexterous 1 
brother (over proper materials) would’ give greater. ' 
fatisfa&iort, and add more to the rotundity of the" 
lodge, than the beft fcale and compafs in Europe, 
and farthermore added, that a line, a fquare, apa-, 
rajlelogram, a rhombus, a rhomboides, a triangle,’ - 
a trapezium, a circle, a' femicircle,' a 1 quadrant, 
a parabola, a cube, a parallelopipedon,: a prifm, ' 
a pyramid, a cylinder, a cone ? a prifmoid, a cy- 
‘ lindroid, a fphere, a fpheroid, a parabolick, fru- 
flrums, fegnlents, polygons, ellipfis and irregular 
figures of all forts might be drawn and reprefented 
upon Bread, Beef, Mutton, Fowls, Pies &c. as 
demonftratively as upon Hates or flieets of paper ; 
and that the ufe of the globes might be taught 
and explained as clearly and briefly upon two 
bottles, as upon Mr. Senex’s globes of 28 inches 

diameter j 
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diameter; and we are itoid, that froni this im- 
provement proceeded the laudable cuftom of 
charging to a public health at every third fentence 
dhati is Ipoke in the lodge.' There was another 
’ did cuftom ’that gave umbrage. to the young archi- 
tects, i. e. ,the wearing: of aprons, which made 
-the gentlemen look like .fo many mechanicks, 
therefore it was propofed, that no brother .(far die 
future) Ihould wpar an apron. This propofal 
was/ rejected by the oldeft members, who de- 
clared, that thie aprons; were all thefigns of ma-> 
ionity then remaining amongft. them, and for that 
reafonthey would keep and wear them. It 1 was 
then* propofed, that raw they were refolved to 
wear aprons) they fhould be turned upfide down, 

; in order to /avoid appearing mechanical. This 
propofal took place and anfwered the defign, for 
that,; which was formerly the lower part, was now 
• fattened round the abdomen, and the bib and 
firings hung-dowiiwards, dangling in fuch manner 
as .might convince the fpedtators, that there was 
. not a working rnafbn amongft them. 

Agreeable as this alteration might feem to the 
gentlemen, neverthelefs it was attended with an 
ugly circumftance: for, in taverfing the lodge, 
the brethren were fubjedt to tread upon the firings, 
which often caufed.them to. fall with great violence, 
lb that it was thought neceffary, to invent feveral 
methods of walking, in order to avoid treading 
upon the firings, in brief, every meeting pro- 
duced an addition or a palinody. Amongft other 

things 
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things they faze d on the ftone mafons Arms, * 
which that good natured company has permitted 
them to wear to this day, for which reafon Several 
of the brethren have turned their aprons in the 
old faihion, and afiedt to immitate the operative 
mafons. And it is pleaiant enough, to fee fixty 
or feventy able men about a little Lewis and cap- 
flan &c. eredted upon a mahogany platform 
(purchafed at an extravagant {nice) all employed 
in railing a little fquare piece of marble, which 
the weakeft man in company could take between 
his finger and thumb and throw it over the houlc. 

I have the greateft veneration for fuch imple- 
ments as are truly emblematical or ufeful in refin- 
ing our moral notions, and I am well convinced 
that the cuftom and ufe of them in lodges are both 
antient and inftrudtive, but at the lame time I 
abhor and deteft the unconilitutional fopperies of 
cunning avaricious tradelmen, invented and intro- 
duced amongft the moderns with no other defign 
but to extra# large fums of money, which ought 
' to be applied to more noble and charitable ules. 
There is now in my neighbourhood a large piece 
of iron fcrole work, ornamented with foliage &c. 
painted and gilt (the whole at an incredible ex- 
pence) and placed before the mailer’s chair, with 
a gigantic fword fixed therein, during the com- 
munication 

* The operative or Hone mafons are the 30th company 
in London, they were incorporated by Charles the fecond* 
and have a hall in Bafinghall ftreet, the number of their 
livery men about feventy, and the livery fine five pounds. 
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ftiunication of the members, a thing contrary to 
all the private and public rules of mafonry : all 
implements of war and bloodihed being confined 
to the lodge door, from the day that the flaming 
fword was placed in the Eaft of the garden of 
Eden, to the day that the (agacious modern placed 
his grand fword of State in the midft of his lodge. 
Nor is it uncommon for a tyler to receive ten or 
twelve (hillings for drawing two. fign pofts with 
chalk &c. and writing Jamaica rum upon one, and 
Barbadoes rum upon the other, and all this (I 
luppofe) for no other ufe, than to diftinguifli 
where thefe liquors are to be placed in the lodge. 

There are many other unconftitutional pro- 
ceedings, which (to avoid giving offence) I pafs 
over in filence. And hope, that I (hall live to 
fee a geheral conformity and univerfal unity 
between the worthy mafons of: all denominations. 
This is the moft earned wifhes and ardent prayers 
of, 

/ 

Gentlemen and Brethren, 

Your mojl fncere friend y . 

Obedient fervant y « 
and faithful brother , 


Laurence Dermott, Secretary* 

c 
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N. B. The free ’mafons arms in- the upper part 
of the frontis piece of this book, was: found in the 
collection of the famous and learned hebrewift, 
architect and brother, Rabi Jacob Jehud^h Leon. 
This gentleman; at the requeft of the dates of 
Holland, built a model of Salomon's temple. 
The defign of this undertaking was to build a 
temple in Holland, but upon furveying the model 
it was adjudged, that the united provinces were 
not rich enough to pay for it; whereupon the 
States generoufly beftowed the model upon the 
builder, notwithstanding they, had already paid 
him his demand, which was very great. This 
model was exhibited to public view (by authority) 
at Paris and Vienna, and afterwards in London, 
by a patent under the great Seal of England,, and 
fighed Killigrew in the reign of King Charles the 
fecond. At the fame tone, Jacob Judah Leon 
publifhed a defcription of the tabernacle and the 
temple, and dedicated it to his Majefty, and in 
the years 1759 and 1760 I had. the pleafure of 
perilling and examining both; thefe curiofities. 
The arms are emblazoned thus, Quarterly per 
fquares, counteithanged Vert, In the firft quarter 
Azure a lyon rampant Or, in the fecond quarter 
Or, an ox paflant fable ; in the third quarter Or, 
a man with hands ereCt, proper robed, crimfon 
and ermin 4 in the fourth quarter Azure, an eagle 
difplayed, Or. Creft, the holy ark of the cove- 
nant, proper, fupported by Cherubims. Motto, 
» JCodes la Adpnai, i. e. Holioe&to the Lord. 


To 
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To this .1 beg ldaye to add what I have read 
concerning theJfeartfrs. , r ‘ 

. ‘ i • r 

' 1 ‘ 

The learned Spencer fays, the Cherubims had 
theface of a man, the wings of an eagle, the back 
and mane of a lion, and the feet of a calf. De 
Legib. Hebr. Hb. 3. dijf. 5. ch, 2. 

The prophet Ezekiel fays, they had four forms, 
a man, a lion, an ox, and an eagle. 

When the Ifraelites were in the wildernefs, and 
encamped in four cohorts, the ftandard of the 
tribe of Judah carried a lion, the tribe of Ephraim 
an ox, the tribe of Ruben a man, and the tribe 
of Dan" an eagle; thole four flai?dards compofed 
a Cherubim ; therefore God chofe to fit upon 
Cherubims bearing the forms of ,thofe animals, 
to fignify, that he was the leader and king of the 
cohorts of the Ifiaelites. ‘T rad. of the Heb. 

Bochart lays, that they reprefented the nature 
and miniftry of angels, by the lion’s form is figni- 
fied their ftrength, generofity and majefty; by 
that of the ox, their conllancy and alTiduity in 
executing the commands of God ; by their human 
lhape their humanity and kindnefs ; and by that 
of the eagle, their agility and fpeed, Bochart 

animal 'Jacr. P.i. 

• * 

As 
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As thefe Were the arms of the maiions that buil t 
the tabernacle and the temple, there is not the 
leaft doubt of. their being the proper arms of the 
moft antfent and honourable fraternity of free and 
accepted mafons, and the continual practice, 
formalities and tradition, in all regular lodges, 
from the loweft degree to the moft high, i. e. 
The, HqIy Royal Arch> confirms the truth 
hereof. 




AHIMAN 


AHIMANREZPN, 


jJp^^*[EFORE we enter intothe canfe or* 
motive ofthe firft inftitutiottbf Free- 
*jsj^Mafonry, it' is neceflary in feme meal 
to /hew the Excellency of Se-' 
crecy, and with whit great Careit is r to Be -kept. ' 
; 'One -&P the principal Parts that makes a man 
be deemed-- wife, is* his intelligehtftrerigtlv and 
ability fo cover'and conceal fuch honelF Secrets W 
are committed to* him," as well as his own feriouS 
affairs. And Whoever will perufe fecred'and pro^ 
fsene hiftory, fh all find a great number of Virtu- ; 
oas attempts (in peace and war) that never reach- 
ed their defigned ends, but were iihaken into Oli- 
vers and defeated, only through defctft of lecree' 
Concealment j and yet, belides fuch unhappy 
prevention, infinite evils have • thereby cnfued< 
But before ail other Examples, let us confider thftg 
which excels all the reft, derived ever ff^m Gocf 
himfelf. -Who lb efpecially preferves his own 
fecrets to himfelf, never letting any man know 
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-what flionid happen oh the mornow j nor could' 
She wife jnen io ages paft* divine what Should be- 
fall us in this Age : Whereby we may readily dis- 
cern, that God himfclf is well pleafed with Se- 
crecy. , And although (f6r man’s good) the Lord 
hasbefn pl^afedto geyeatfame thiijgs, yet if 9 iip- 
^oifible-at any time to change or alter hi* Deter- 
mination, in regard whereof the reverend wife 
men of ancient times, evermore affe&cd to per- 
fbrm their intentions fecretly. • 

r.Mjfte read : tbat .Cato the Cejifor often f»d to hhr 
ftfcpds* that of tljrec. thing* hfij^gpodfeaibis 
to repent, . If: ever , he negle&ed the trukJBerfona- 
ancc^f theqa : The firft, if he djroJge^ .any Se- 
cnet , the ftp?nd, ifheadyentvire^ on } tfceWater 
whei^;he ^iy>t ftayon dqr Vmdj 1 .^id}jdwdly, if 
he ihouklj ldt any, day peglfi< 3 te% <q*>e him 
withfi^tdp^^©!g^ A^n.. } Thela^ twct 
afe well worthy of obferyapon j. bf^tbe hrft iQp^. 
cerns oaf prefent undertaking; A k x au fo r living . 
received divers letters of great importance from 
bis mother ; after, he had read them. ia theprg-, 
of nonc bpt his d^ar -frif nd Efbffiwi and 
hknfclfs he drew forth his fignet which iealed Ms 
150ft private letters, and without fpeaking fail 
Lips; intimating thereby, that 
henywhofe Jpg^m a man buries hi^iecrets, j[hpuld 
liaye his lip^l kcked i^) from revealing them. \ 

v , y.**.! . Amwo. 

»* . <i, l It i.i ».*' •- 1 • • s - > - 
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Among die reft k may not tedifagreeahletQt 
the reader to perufe die fbibwifig ftory, a* told by 
Atdtts Geitiasm his Attic-Nightf* and by Macro* 
Has m bis Seturnals. •• 

The fenators of Rode, at their ttiual fitting in 
die. fenate-houfe, had conftituted : a Cuftorn 
among thcmfchres, that each brother fenator whd 
hod a fen, Jhould be admitted with his father to 
abide in die fenate-houfe during their fitting, or' 
-depart if occafion required ; nor was this favour 
general, kit extended only to noblemen’s ions,' 
who were tutored in fuch a manner as enabled 
them to become wife governors, capable of keep- 
ing their own fecrets. About this time it happen* 
ed that the fenators fat in confoltation of a very 
important caufe, fo that they flayed much longer 
than ufual, and the conclusion referred to die fol- 
lowing day, with exprefs charge of fecrccy in the 
mean time. Among die other noblemen’s fens, 
who had been at this weighty buftnefs, was that 
faithful youth the fen of the grave Pastries, whofe 
family was one of the moft noble and illuftrious 
in. all Rome. 

The young lad being come home, his mother 
(as moft of the fair-fex are highly afte&ed with 
novelty) intreated him to tell her what ftrange 
cafe had been that day debated hi the fenate, that 
had power to detain them fe long beyond that 
ufual hairs : The virtuous and noble youth cour- 

B 2 teoufly 
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teoufly toMHbr'^Siat it -was a bufcnefe Dot m'his 
power*®!; rpraai, lie -bfeig ran a fblesin toanneji 
twmrhandcfdto filenci?.; Upon hearing- this aA- 
fvver, her defires became morfc eameft in ftri&er. 
enquiries iirtatho cdfej -andnfcJthing bntintelHgence 
thereof touldfany tvay cohteht her : So that f irft 
by fair fpeeches arid intreaties, with liberal pro- 
miles, (he endeavoured to bteak open this poor 
little casket of fecrecy : But finding thefe efforts 
in vain, to ftripcs and violent threats was her neat 
flight ; becayfe force rofty compel, where lenity 
Cannot. . . . 

- Tub adihired noble fpirit finding a toothers 
threats to bevery harfb, but her ftripes. mace bit- 
ter than any. thing befide $ comparing hb love to 
her as; his. mother, with; the .duty he ©wed to his 
father ; theone. mighty, hut the. other ifnpulfive j 
he lays her and Iter tfafid conceit in one fcale ; his 
father, his : okfn; honour, and ’the folemn : iaj unfli-. 
©ns to fecrecy; in the other fcale ; and finding her 
ihtdnfic weight as beiu^ his mother* bat lighter 
than .wind.being thus gone out of herfelf. Whet- 
ting his tender wit upon the Tandy ftone of her 
edging im^ortanity, to appeafe her, and prefetve 
his own honour by remaining faithful, he thus re- 
folded her i.i t J ' ■ - 

Madam, - and dear, .mother, you may well 
blame the fehate Tor their long fitting, at toft for 
calling in Queftion a cafe fo impertinent ’; for ex- 
\ . cept 
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4ept the wives of the feoWors be adihkted to CO** 
lult thereon, there cab he no hope: of . a conckifc 
oti ; l fpeak this but; out of myyourig gpprchmt 
fioa, fori know their gravity mayeaflly confound 
tne t end yit, whether nature or duty' fb inflxult 
she, I cannot tell : But to them it fbcms ncced*- 
ry, farthe increase of people,, and for the public 
good, that every fenator fhopld be allowed two 
wives-, or otherwise, their wives two husbands : I 
(ball hardly Under one roof call two men by the 
name of father j I had rather call two women fay 
the name of mother* This is the queftion, mo- 
ther j and to-morrow k rauft have determination. 

Thjs Mother hearing this, and his fccmipg un- 
willing to reveal fit, took it for Infallible truth t 
Her blood quickly fired, and rage erifned. I need 
not put thereaderin mind that fuch hidden heats 
fddom admit of corifideratkm $ but on die con- 
trary, hurry the fisnfes and*, faculties further tb 
rafhnefs, and other follies ; by which Urey are 
rendered incapable of doing themfdlm fuch good 
atftkms, or fervice, as theircafc ofteh require : jSo 
without requiring any other counfel, fbc immedi- 
ately fent to the other ladles and matrons of Rome, 
to acquaint them withithis weighty affair, where- 
in the peace and welfare of their whole lives was , 
fo nearly concerned. This mdancholy news blew 
up fuch a brain-fick pafifion, that the Jadies imme- 
diately afiemblcd j and though (fome fay) that a 

parliament 
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parliament of women are very feldom governed 
fey one ipeaker, yet this affair being fo urgent) the 
bafle as pertinent, and the cafe (on theirbehalfl 
merely indulgent, the revealing woman muff pro- 
locuteforherfelf and the reft. And on the next 
monringiuch a dm was at the fenate door, for 
admiflion to fit with their hufbandsin this wondc- 
rous confultation, as if all Rome had feceninan 
uproar. Their minds muff not be known before 
they have audience y which (though againff all 
ofder) being granted, fuch an oration was made 
by (he woman fpeaker, with tequeft that women 
might have two hufbands rather than men two 
wives, who could fcarcely content one, fife. Up- 
on die riddle's fokmon, the noble youth was high- 
ly commended for his fidelity, and the ladies 
greatly confounded, and departed very likely with 
Wuft>ing cheeks. - Neverthelefs, to avoid the like 
Inconveniency for the future, it Was determined 
that thence forward ' they (hould bring their Tons 
no more into the fcnate} only young Paptnu t 
who was freely accepted, and his fecrecy and dif- 
creet policy not only applauded, but himfeif with 
tides of honour dignified and rewarded. 

Nob fhould we forget the faithful Arwxarcbits 
(as related by Pliny, in his ieventh book and 
twenty-third chapter), who was taken in order to 
' force his feerrts from him, bit his tongue in die 

midft 
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nudft between his teeth, and afterwards threw It 
in die tyrant’s face. 

The Athenians had a ftatueof brafs, which 
they bowed to ; die figure was made without a 
tongue, to declare fecrecy thereby. 

Likewise die Egyptians worfhipped Harps* 
crates,' the god of filence i for which reafon he k. 
always pictured holding his finger on his mouth. 

The Remans had a goddefs of filence named 
Anger ona, which was poured like Harpocratee, 
holding her finger on her mouth, in token of fc- 
-hrecy. • < -1 

Tas fervants of Plenum are much commended^ 
becaufc no torment coidd make them conicfs the 
fecret which their matter intruded them with. 

Likewise the femntof Cate the orator was 
cruelly tormented, but nothing could' make him 
reveal the fecrets of his matter. 

Quintus Curtius tells us, that th ePerpms held it 
as an inviolable law to punifh mod grievioufly (and 
much more than any other trefpafe) him that dif- 
covered any fecret ; for confirmation thereof, fee 
fitys, that king Lt/trius, feeing vanquished by Alex- 
ander, had made his efcape fo far as to hide himfcTf 
where he thought he might reftiecure; no tor- 
tores whatfoeycr, or liberal promifes of rooompence, 
could: prevail with the faithful brethren that knew 
it, or compel them to difclofe . it, to any perion l 
And furthermore fays, that no man ought to.com- 

^ mtt 
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mk any matter of cafafcqi^face^ to him that tanriot 
truly keep a fecret. i ■ 

tl Lycurgus, among hisjcobtiriual laws, would have 
eisery man keep fecret wfaatfoev<r was done of hud* 
For this reafon the Athenians, were wont -(when 
■they met at as^ricaft) that the .moft ancient amcng 
ithmi ffiould jflh£w every feeether the doafi whereat 
they eotKtoi, faying* Tate heed , that not fo mudi 
iaa one word pafe out from heace,; of fthat&ever 
ffitll herebe-wttcd or fpe^ea.,-,- ;• . . ,-V.- 
. . Tiiefirft dung that Pphogirts taught hipichc* 
lars was to be iilent, therefore (for a certain time) 
Jfokeptthem without ipeaking, to the end that 
ahey might thelbctter kartetopccferve tte valuable 
fecrets h^ had to comow«ikft(^Q'them>,afad never 
joipeak hut when time »erpa¥dfl,«»prefiing.thqre- 
J>y that iecrety.was. the rsarett virtue : Would to 
God-that the matters of our prefont lodges would 
yut the femein practice. . , : .. s 

Arifiotle. was demanded .what thing appeared 
moil difficult to him ; he , anfwered, to bc ttcret 
and iilent. ; 

.To this purpofe St. Anfbroje , in His offices, 
placeth among the principal foundations of virtue, 
the patient gift ofiilence. . .. 

The wife king Solomon h.y% in his proveibs, that 
a king ought oot to drink wine, becauie drunken- 
nefs is an enemy to fecrecy ; and in his opinion, 
he is not worthy to reign, that cannot keep his own 
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fecrets j Ik furthermore fiysj that he which difcavers 
fee rets is a traitor, and he that, conceals them is a 
faithful brother : He likewlfe fays, that he that re* 
fraineth his tongue is wile : And again, he that 
keeps his tongue, keeps his foul. I could menti- 
on many other gircumftances of the excellency of 
fecrecy ; and I dare venture to fay that the greateft 
honour, juftice, truth, and fidelity* has been al- 
ways found amongflt thofe who could keep theif 
own and others Secrets ; and this is moft nobly fet 
.forth by Horace, who fays : 

. The man refolv’d and fteady to his truft. 

Inflexible to ill, and obftinately juft ; 

May the rude' rabble’s infolence delpile, 

Their fenfelefs clamours and tumultuous cries . 
The tyrant’s fiercenefs he beguiles. 

And the ftern brow and the harfh voice defies* 

And with fuperior greatnefs fmiles : 

Not the rough whirlwind, that deforms 
tfdriu'& Hack gulph, and vexes i? with ftorms j 
The ftubbotn virtue of his foul can move : 

Not the:red arm of angry Jove, 

That flings s the ( thunder from the Iky, 

• And gives it rage to roar and ftrength to fly: 

Should the whole frame of nature round him break, 

• tin rubi arid conftifwn hurl’d ; ' : . 

He brtconcehi’d wfctf&Acar themighty crack, • 

-•> ’ A^d MKidft a falhog worid. ■ 

v r* A r* J , r 1 . , 
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Therefore I am of opinion, that if fecrecy 
and filence be duly ponfidered, they will be found 
mod neceflary to qualify a man for any bufineft 
of importance : If this be granted, J am^eoiffident 
that no man will dare to dilputc that Free-Mafons 
are fuperior to all other men, in concealing their 
fecrets, from times immemorial : which the pow- 
er of gold, that often has betrayed kings and prin- 
ces, and fometimes overturned whole empires, nor 
the moft cruel punifhments could never extort the 
fecret (even) from the weakeil member of the 
whole fraternity. 

Therefore I humbly prefume it will of 
confequence be granted, that the Welfare and 
good of mankind was the caufe or motive of fo 
grand an Institution as Free-JVlafonry (no art yet 
ever being fo extenfively ufeful) which not only 
tends to protect its members from external injuries, 
but to polifh the rufty difpofitions of iniquitous 
minds, and aMo to detain them within the plea- 
fant bounds of true religion, morality and virtue ; 
for fucb are the precepts of tins royal art, that if 
thofe who ‘ have the honour' of being members 
thereof would but live according to the true prin- 
, triples of the. -ancient x crafty every tpan that’s en- 
dowed with the leaft fyark of honour orjbonefly, 
mufl^ of coutftj: appmve thqjr^ion?, aqd confc- 
quently. endeavour to fbUosg And al- 

though very few or none of the brethren arrive to 
• Hi _ the 
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the fiibUmity and beautiful contrivance of Eiram 
Abif j yet the very Enemies of Free-Mafbnry muft 
own, that it is the moft renowned fociety that 
ever was, is now, or (perhaps) ever will be upon 
earth ; the following true defcription of the royal 
art, will clearly fhew its great ufe to mankind. 

Hail mighty ART ! gracious gift of heaven, , 
To aid mankind by our creator given; 

It was you alone that gave the ark its form. 

Which lav’d the faithful from the impending ftorm ; 
When finful Cowans were grov’ling in the tide. 

The Mafbns ark triumphantly did ride 

O’er mighty waves, nor car’d they where it fleer'd - 

Till floods abated and dry land appear’d : 

On Arr caret's mount, after the mighty florin. 
There flood their ark and open’d lodge in form ; 
There the good mafon of his own accord. 

An altar built to ferve the heavenly lord ; 

Returned thanks with off* ring facrificc. 

Which pleafed Jove : and to liimfelf he cries, 

For fake of man I’ll curfe the ground no more. 

Not finite the living as I’ve done before : 

While earth remain this bleflfing I’ll beftow, 

A proper time when you your feed may fowj^ 

The harveft-time to blefs the lab’ring twain. 

With fruitful crops for all his care and pain : 
Nights, days and feafons Ihall furround this ball. 
Nor (hall they ceafe untill the end of all : 

And to confirm my promife unto thee, 

Amidft the clouds my bow a witnefs be 5 
C 2 
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An heav’nly arch fhews how God fav’d the lives 
. Of mafons four, likewife their happy wives. . 
Such the bleflings of each time and feafon, 

God has promis’d to that mafter-mafon ; 

By which we fee that mighty things were done 
By this great art, fince firft the world began. 
What mortal living, whether far or near, 
Around the globe within the heav’nly fphere. 
Can' name one art fo much by God approv’d. 

As mafonry in David whom he lov’d; 

Witnefs Moriah where God appear’d to man. 
And gave the prince the holy temple’s plan ; 
Which charge Sclcmcnaftcr did fulfill. 

By aid from Tyre and Hiram’s mighty (kill. ; 
This is the art that did the world excel. 

And pleas’d the lord of hofts to come and dwell 
Amongft the men ; who did the temple frame. 
To worfhip God and keep his fac'red name. 

By Mafon’s art afpiring domes appear. 

Where God is worihip’d frill in tfuth and fear : 
By mafons art the greedy mifer’s breaft, . 

(Tho’ iron-bouhd, much cloferthan his chelt) 
Companion feels, values not his ftore. 

And freely gives what he ne’er thought before : 
By Mafons art the bufy tongue doth fall 
Before the throne, when awful ftlence call : 

By Mafons art the wings of loole defire. 

Are dipt lhort, prevents their foaring higher ; 
The vicious mind the ancient craft reftrain, ' 
Fspni immodeft bents, unlawful and profane ; 
By mafons aft the punyfoppifh afs, 

^Mankind's difgrace, and fpoft of ev’ry lafs) 

.4 
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. Soon quits hi^ folly, afld mprc wifer grown, 

. Looks onhimfblf as one before unknpwn : • 

By Mafbas art the prgu4 cp%ns of ftate, 

(Ambition's nurs’ry, and her lofty, feat) 

Are deemed vain and ufeleft toy?, ' 

Free-Mafons prize -more fblid joys. 

But pieAinks I hear Tome of my readers fay, 
furely if Ffee-Mafonry be fuch as it is here repreu 
fented, the Brotherhood moil certainly are Ac 
happieft men living j and yet, on Ae contrary, 
‘we often meet fome very miserable, oAers Very 
great knaves, and a number of ignorant, illiterate 
ftupid fools of Ae fociety j or at leaft would en- 
deavour to make Ae World believe fb. Tins 
has been duly confidered, and anfwered, in the 
inftruftions, for fuch* as would become Free-. 
Mafons. In Ae'mean time I am well af- 
fured, that none but Grangers to Ae craft, and 
ungenerous enemies to good /ociety, will doubt 
Ac veracity of what is here inferted concerning 
Free-Mafonry. And for further fatisfa&ion to my 
female readers, and fuch of Ae male fex as have 
riot the honour of bejng.initiated into Ae myftery, 

I here beg leave to treat of Ae principles of the 
craft (fb far as'comes under Ae limitation of my 
pen) which I hope will meet wiA a juft admi- 
ration, becaufe they are founded upon religion, 
morality, bro Aerly-lave, and good fellowAip. 

A mason is obliged by his tenure to believe i 
firmly in Ae true worfhip of Ae eternal God, as i 

^ «7pl1 I 
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well as in all ' thofe facred records which-the dig- 
nitaries and fathers of the church have compiled 
and publilhed for the ufe of all good meii : So 
. that no one who rightly underftands the art, can 
poflibly tread in the irreligious paths of the unhap- 
py libertine, or bp induced to follow the ’arrogant 
profeflbrsof atheifm or deifm ; neither is-he tobe 
ftained with the grofs errors of blind fuperftition, 
but may have the liberty, of embracing.what faith 
"he (hall think proper, provided at all times he pays 
a due reverence to his creator,; and by the world 
deals with honour and honefty, ever making that 
golden precept the ftandard-rule of his aftions, 
which engages. To do unto all men as he. would 
they fhould do unto him : For the craft, inftead 
of enteringinto.idje and unneceffary difputes con- 
cerning the different opinions and perfiiafions of 
men, admits into the fraternity all that are good 
and true whereby it hath brought .about the 
means of reconciliation, amongft perfons, who, 
without that afiiftance, would have remained at 
perpetual variance. 

A mason is a lover of quiet ; is always fubje<3: 
to the civil powers, provided they do riot infringe 
upon the limitted bounds of religion and realbn : 
And it was never yet known, that a real craftfinan 
Was concerned in any dark plot, defigns or con- 
trivances againft the ft ate, becaufe the welfare of 
the nation is his paculiar care s fb that from the 
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higheft to the loweft ftep $f magiflracy due regard 
and deference is paid by: him. 

But as Maibory hath at feveral times felt the 
injurious effects of war, bloodfhed, and devafta- 
tion, it was a ftronger engagement to the Craftf- 
men to a <3: agreeable to the rules of peace and loy- 
alty, the many proofs of which behaviour hath 
occafioned the ancient kings and powers to protedl 
and defend them*. But if a brother fhould be 6 > 
far unhappy as to rebel againft the ftate, he would 
meet with no countenance from his fellows ; nor 
would they keep, any private converfe with him, 
whereby the government might have caufe to be 
jealous, - or take the lead umbrage. 

A MA&ojNj in regafd' tp himfelf, is carefully to 
avoid aU manner of intemperance or excels, which 
might obftru£k him in the performance of the no- 
cefftry : duties of.; his laudable profefliop, or lead 
him.iafcaQ(y crimes whjchwould reflect difhpnottr 

ppon the; ancient fraternity. , 

: Hfi.is to treat his/ Inferiors as he : wpqld fe^ve 
his fuperiofs deal with- ; h£n* wifely > cqnfideriog 
that the original of mankind is die dime ; and 
though mafonry diverts no man of his hpnourj yet 
does the craft admit that rtridtly to purfue the 
paths of virtue, whereby a clear ponfcience may be 
|>W?fervcd>is. the only method to uwke any jnan 

f. . / ' f . T5 
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A Masoi( to be fo far benevolent, as never to 
{hut his ear unkindly to the complaints of wretch* 
ed poverty ; but whert a brother is opprelled by 
want, he is in a peculiar manner to liften to his 
fufferings with attention ; in confequertee of which 
pity mult flow from hiS b’rfcaft, and relief without 
prejudice according to his capacity. 

A Mason* is to pay due obedience to the au- 
thority of his matter and prefiding Officers, and to 
behave himfelf meekly amongft h» brethren; nei- 
ther negle<£tlng his ufual occupation for the fake 
of company, in running from ohe lodge to another; 
hor quarrel with 'the ignorant multitude, for thetf 
ridiculous afperfions concerning it : iBut- at his lei— 
lure hours he is required to ftudy the arts and 
fciences with a diligent mind, that he may not only 
perform his duty to his great Creator^ but alio to 
his neighbour and hiihieif : For to walk humbly in 
the fight of God, to do juttice, and love mercy, 
are the certain charafterittics of a real free 1 apd 
accepted antient' mafon : Which qualifications I 
humbly hdpe they Will poflefs to the end of time ; 
and I dare venture to fay, that every' true -brother 
foill join with me in, Aineh. 

The benefits arifing from a Arid: ob&rvanceof 
die principles Of the craft, are fo apparent that I 
mutt believe every good Man would be fond -to 
profefs and-praftifc the fame ; becaufe thofe -prind- 

_ ple» 
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pies tend to promote the happinefs of life, as they 
are founded on the bafis of wifdom and virtue. 

In the firft place ; our privileges and inftruc- 
tions, when rightly made ufe of, are not only pro- 
ductive of Our welfare on this fide of the grave, 
but even oar eternal happinefs hereafter. 

. For the craft is founded on fo folid a bafis that 
it will never admit blafphemy, lewdnefs, fwearing T 
evil-plotting, or controverfy j and tho’ they are not 
all of die fame opinion in matters of faith, yet they 
are ever in one mind in matters of mafonry; that 
is, to labour juftly, not to eat any man’s- bread for 
nought, but to the utmoft of our capacity to love# 
and ferve each other, as brethren of the fame houf- 
hold ought to do : Wifely judging, that it is as great? 
an* abfurdity in one man to quarrel with another be- 
caufe he will not believe as he does 1 , as it would be 
in him to be angry becaufe he was not exa&ly of 
the fame fize and countenance, &c. 

Therefore to afibrd fuccour to the diftrefled,* 
to divide our bread With the induftrious poor, and 
to put the milguided traveller into his way, are: 
qualifications inherent in the craft arid fuitable to: 
its dignity, and fuch as the worthy members of 
that great body have at all times drove with inde- 
fatigable pains to accomplifli. 

• Thebe' and fuch- ftfee benefits, arifingfrom a 1 
drift ©fefervance of the principles of the craft (as 
numbers of brethren have lately experienced ) if 

D duly 
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duly confidered, will be found not only to equal 
but to exceed any fociety in being. 

If fo, the worthy members of this great and 
ufeful fociety, can never be too careful in the elec- 
tion of members ; I mean, a thorough knowledge 
of the charafter and circumftance of a candidate 
that begs to be initiated into the myftery of free- 
mafonry. 

Upon this depends the welfare or deftruftion 
of the craft j for as regularity, virtue, and con- 
cord, are the only ornaments of human nature, 
(which is often too prone to aft in different capaci- 
ties) fo that the happinefs of life depends, in a 
great meafure, on our own eleftion and a prudent 
choice of thofe fteps. 

For human fociety cannot fubfift without con- 
cord, and tl^e maintenance of mutual good offi- 
ces } for, like the working of an arch of ftone, it 
would fall to the ground provided one piece did npt 
properly fupport another. 

In former times every man (at his requefl) was 
not admitted into the craft, (tbo’ perhaps of a good 
and moral reputation) nor allowed to fhare the be- 
nefits of our antient and noble inftitution, unlefs he 
was endued with fuch fkall in mafonry, as he might 
thereby be able to improve the art, either in plan- 
or workmanfhip j or had fuch an affluence of for- 
tune as fhould enable him to employ, honour, and 
proteft the craftfmen. 

s 
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1 would not be underflood, by this, to mean that 
no reputable tradefmen fhould receive any of our 
benefits but, on the contrary, am of opinion that 
they are valuable members of the commonwealth, 
and often have proved themfelves real ornaments to 
lodges. 

Those whom I aim at, are the miferable 
wretches of low-life, (often introduced by excluded 
men * ) fome of whom can neither read nor write j 
and when [by the affiftance of mafonry] they arc 
admitted into the company of their betters, they 
too often a<5t beyond their capacities j and under 
pretence of fearching for knowledge, they fall into 
feenes of gluttony or drunkennefs, and thereby 
negledt their neceffary occupation and injure their 
poor families* who imagine they have a juft caufe 
to pour out all their exclamations and inve&ives 
D 2 againft 

* That is, men excluded from their lodges for mifdemea- 
liors, &c. who (finding themfelves deemed unworthy of fo no- 
ble a fociety) ftill endeavour to make the reft of mankind be- 
lieve, that - they are good and true, and have full power and 
authority to admit, enter, and make free-mafons, when and 
wherefoever they pleafe. See. Thefe traders, (though but few 
in number) affodate together, and for any mean confidera- 
rion admit any perfon to what little they know of the.craft. 
Little I fay, for I honeftly allure my readers, that no man 
who rightly underftands the craft, can be fo blind as to tram- 
ple over its ancient landmarks ; therefore all victuallers, &c. 
ought to !»• very cautious of entertaining fuch, from whom 
neither benefit nor credit can be expefted. JS# Ntw Reg «4 
lotion , VIII, 
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againft die whole body of free-mafonry; without 
confidering or knowing that our conftitutions and 
principles are quite oppofite to fuch bafe pro- 
ceedings. ' ■ . 

The next thing to be confidered is the choice 
of officers to rule and govern the lodge, according 
to the ancient and wholeforhe laws of our conffitu- 
tion ; and this is a matter of great concern, for die 
officers of a lodge are not only bound to advance 
and promote the welfare of their own particular 
lodge, but alfo whatfoever may tend to the good 
of the fraternity in general. 

Therefore no man ought to be nominated or 
put in fuch election, but fuch as by his ijncwn fkill 
and merit, is deemed worthy of performance, viz. 
He muft be well acquainted with all the private 
and public rules and orders of the craft ; he ought 
to be ftridtly honeft, humane of nature, padent in 
injuries, modeft in converfation, grave in counfel 
and advice, and (above all) conftant in amity and 
faithful in fecrecy *. 

Such candidates well deferve to be chofcn the 
rulers and governors of their refpedtivc lodges, to 
whom the members are to.be courteous and obe- 
dient^ 

* A man may pofftfa all thefe good qualifications, and yet 
(if inlaw circumfiances) be incapable of filling his ofSce with, 
credit, to the lodge or himfejf : and thjs 1 recommend as a 
gutter wejl worth the confideration of all the confhtuents. 
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cGent, and, by their wife and ancient dilates, may 
learn to defpife die over-covetous, impatient, con- 
tentious preiumptious, arrogant, and conceited 
prattlers, the bane of human fociety. 

' Herb I cannot forbear laying, that I have 
known men whole intentions were very honed, 
and without any evil defign commit great errors, 
and fometimes-been the deftrudtioo of good lodges 5 
and this occafioned by their brethren hurrying them 
indifcreetly into offices, wherein their (lender know- 
ledge of mafonry rendered them incapable of exe- 
cuting the bulinefs committed to their charge, to 
the great detriment of the craft and their own 
dishonour. 

Amongst the qualities and principles of the 
craft, I have given a hint concerning the behaviour 
of a mafon in die lodge, to which I beg he may 
add the few following lines, viz. he is to pay due 
refpeft, and be obedient (in all reafonable matters) 
to the mafter and prefiding officers : He muft not 
curie, fwear, nor offer to lay wagers j nor ufe any? 
lewd or unbecoming language, in derogation of 
GOD’S Name, and corruption of good manners; 
nor behave hirafelf ludicroufly, nor jeftingly, while 
the. lodge is engaged in what is ferious and lblemn : 
Neither, is he to introduce, fupport, nor mention any 
difputa or controverfy about religion, or politics; 
Dor foflce. any brother to eat». drink, or flay, againftr 
bis Inclination j cor do or fay any thing that may 

' ^ be 
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be offenfive, or hinder a free and innocent conver- 
fation ; lead he fhould break the good harmony, 
and defeat the laudable defigns and purpofes, of the 
ancient and honourable fraternity. 

And I honeftly recommend free-mafbnry, as the 
moft fovereign medicine to purge out the above, or 
fuch other vices ; and regular lodges, as the only 
feminaries where men (in the moft pleafant and 
cleared manner) may hear, underftand, and learn 
their duty to God j and allb to their neighbours. 
And this without the multiplicity of Ipitelul and 
malicious . words, long arguments, or fierce de- 
bates } which have been made ufe of, among mis- 
taken mortals, upwards of a thoufand years pad : 
And inllead of uniting men in onefacred band (as 
the fervants of God, and brethren of the fame houf- 
hold) have divided them into as many different opi- 
nions, as there were (not only languages, but even) 
men at the confulion of Babel. 

As to the behaviour of the brethren when out of 
lodge, I hope the fhort fpace between each lodge- 
night will not admit of forgetfulnefs of the de- 
cency and good decorum obferved in the lodge, 
which may ferve them as an unerring rule. for their 
behaviour and condudt in all other companies and 
places j and like the worfhipful difcreet mafterofa 
lodge, rule, govern, and inftrudt their families at 
home in the fear of God and love of their neigh- 
bours* 
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bours, while they themfelves imitate the member** • 
obedience, &c. in paying due refpedt to their fiz- 
periors. 

These few hints may ferve to put the brethren 
in mind of the duty incumbent on them as free- 
mafons j and likewife, how to behave themfelves 
in fuch a manner as may be acceptable to God, 
agreeable to the principles of the craft, and much 
to their own honour But for further fatisfadtion 
to my readers in general, I fhall here infert the fe- 
veral old charges of free and accepted malons. 


THE 
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CHARGE I. 
Concerning G O D and Religion. 

MASON is obliged by his tenure to 
|X )e(| dbferve the moral law as a true Noa- 
chida*} and if he rightly underftands 
the craft, he will never be a ftupid 
atheift nor an irreligious libertine, nor a£t againft 
confcience. 

In antient times, the chriftian mafons were 
charged to comply with the chriftian ufages of each 
country where they travelled or worked j being 
found in all nations, even of divers religions. 

They are generally charged to adhere to that 
religion in which all men agree ^leaving each bro- 

. ther 
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therjto his own particular opinion; ) that is, to be 
good men and true, men of honour and honefty, 
by whatever names, religions, or pyfiiafions they 
may be diftinguifhed ; for they all agree in the 
three great articles oFNoah, enough to preferve the 
cement of the lodge. 

Thus mafonry is the center of their union, and 
the happy means of conciliating perfbns that other- 
wife muft have remained at a perpetual diftance. 

CHARGE II. 

Of the Civil. Ma Gt str a TE y fuprcme 
and fubordinate. 

A MASON muft. be a peaceable fubjett, never 
to be concerned in plots againfl: the ftate, nor 
difrefpedtful to inferior magiftrates. Of old, kings, 
princes, and ftates, encouraged the fraternity for 
their loyalty, whoever flourifhed moft in times of 
peace j but though a brother is not to be counte- 
nanced in his rebellion againfl; the ftate, yet, if 
convi&ed of no other crime, his relation tp the 
lodge remains indefeafible, 

g CHARGE 
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C H A R G E III. 

Concerning a LODGE. 

A Lodge is a place where mafons meet to work 
in ; hence the aflembly, or organized body* 
of Free-Mafons, is called a lodge ; juft as the 
Word church is expreffive both of the congrega- 
tion and the place ofworfhip. 

Every brother fhould belong to lome particu- 
lar lodge, and cannot be abfent without, incurring 
cenfure, if not neceffarily detained. 

The men made mafons muft be free-born {or 
no bondmen,) of mature age, and bf good report ; 
hail and found, not deformed or difmembered, at 
the time of their making ; but no woman, no 
Eunuch. , 

When men of quality, eminence, wealth, and 
learning, apply to be made, they are to be refpedt- 
fully accepted, after due examination j . for fuch 
often prove good lords (or founders) of work, and 
will not employ Cowans when true Mafons can 
be had j theyalfo make the beft officers of lodges, 
and the beft designers, to the honour and ftrength 
of the lodge j nay, from among them the frater- 
nity can have a noble Grand Master } but 
ifre&hfenjfcre equally fobjedt to the charges 
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and regulations, except in what more immediately 
concerns operative mafens. > 

CHARGE IV. 

Of Masters, Wardens, Fellows, and 
Apprentices. 

A LL preferments among mafons, is grounded 
^ upon real worth arid perfonal merit only, not 
upon feniority. No mafter Jhould take an appren- 
tice that is not the fon of honeft parents, a perfedt 
youth without maim Or defedl in his body, and 
capable of learning the myfteries of the art j that 
fo the lords (or founders) may be well ferved, and 
the craft not defpifed } and that when of age and 
expert, he may become an entered apprentice, or 
a free-mafon of the loweft degree ; and upon his 1 
improvements, a fellow-craft and a mafter-mafon,' 
capable to undertake the lord’s work. 

The wardens are chofen from among the mafter 
mafons, and no brother can be a mafter of a lodge 
till he hasafted as warden fomewhere, except in' 
extraordinary cafes, or when a lodge is to be form- 
ed, and none fuch fo be had, for then three mat- 
ter mafons, tho’ never mafters nor wardens of 
lodges before, maybe conftituted mafter and war- 
dens of that new lodge. 
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But no number, without three mafter-mafons, 
f can form a lodge ; and none can be the Grand 
.Matter, or a Grand Warden, who has not a<Sed 
as the matter of a particular lodge. 

CHARGE V. 

Of the Management of the Craft in 
Working, 

A LL mafons fhould work hard, and honettly 01* 
working days, that they may live reputably 
and appear in a decent and becoming manner on 
holidays j and likewife the working hours appoint- 
ed by law, or confirmed by cuftom, fhall be ob- 
ferved. 

• A mafter-mafon only mutt be the furveyor or 
matter of the work, who fhall undertake the lord’s 
work reafonably, (hall truly difpend his goods as 
if they were his own, and fhall not give more wa- 
ges than juft, to any fellow dr apprentice. 

The wardens fhall be true both to matter and 
fellows, taking care of all things both within and 
without the lodge, efpeeially in the matter’s ab- 
sence j and their brethren fhall obey them. 

The matter and -the mafons fhall faithfully 
finifh the lord’s work, whether task or journey ; 
nor fhall they take the work at talk, which hath 
been accuftomed to journey. 
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tSIoNE Khali (how envy at a brother’s prosperity; 
nor fupplant him, nor |xjt him out of his work, if 
capable to finifti it. \ 

All mafons fha$l meekly receive their wages 
without murmuring or mutiny, and not defert the 
mafter till the lord’s work is finifhed ; they mull 
avoid ill language, calling each other brother or 
fellow with much ooortefy, both within and. with- 
out the lodge ; they (hall inftrudt a younger bro- 
ther to become bright and expert, that the lord’s 
materials may not be (polled. 

But free and accepted tnalbns fliall not allow 
Cowans to work with them, nor lhall they be em- 
ployed by Cowans without an urgent neceffity j. 
and even in that cafe they muft not teach cowans, 
but muft have a feperate communication ; no la- 
bourer (hall be employed in the proper work of 
Free-Maions. 

CHARGE VI; 

Concerning MASON'S Behaviour, 

1. Behaviour in the lodge before clojing. 

VrOU muft not hold private committees, or (e* 
parate converfation, without leave from the 
mafter ; nor talk of any thing impertinent, noir in- 
terrupt the mafter or warden, or any other brotheo 

(peajrii^ 
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/peaking to the chair ; nor aft ludicroufly while 
the lodge is engaged in what is ferious and folemn; 
but you are to pay due reverence to the mailer, 
wardens, and fellows, and put them to worfhip. 

Every brother found guilty of a fault, fliall 
(land to the award of the lodge, unlefs he appeals 
to the grand lodge, or unlefs a lord’s work is re- 
tarded ; for then a particular reference may be 
made. 

No private piques, no quarrels about nations, 
families, religions, or politics, muft be brought 
within the doors of the lodge j for as mafons, we 
are of the oldeft Catholic Religion, before hinted ; 
and of all nations upon the fquare, level, and 
plumb } and like our predeteflors in all ages, we 
are refolved againft political difputes, as contrary 
tp the peace and welfare of the lodge. . 

2. Behaviour after the lodge is clofed y and the 
• brethren not gone. 

You may enjoy yourfelves with innocent mirth 
treating one another according to ability, but 
avoiding all excefs ; not forcing a brother to eat 
or drink beyond his own inclination (according to 
foe old regulation of King Ahafuerus ), nor hinder 
him from going home when he pleafes j for tho* 
after lodge-hours you are like other men, yet the 
biame of your excefs may be thrown upon foe fra- 
ternity, though unjuftly. 

3. Be i 
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3. Behaviour at meeting without fir anger but 
not in a formed lodge. 

You are to falute one another as you have beert, 
or {hall be, inftrudted ; freely communicating hints 
of knowledge, but without difcloiing fecrets, un- 
lefs to thofe that have given long proof of their ta- 
citurnity and honour, and without derogating from 
the refpe& due to any brother, were he not a ma- 
fbn j for though all brothers and fellows, are upon 
the level, yet mafonry diverts no man of the ho- 
our that was due to him before he was made a 
mafbn,or that fhall become his due afterwards; nay 
it rather adds to his refpetrt, teaching us to give ho- 
nour to whom it is due, efpecially to a noble or 
eminent brother, whom we fhould diftinguifh 
from all of his rank and ftation, and ferve him 
readily, according to our ability* 

4. Behaviour in the f refence of grangers, not 
Mafons. 

You muft be cautious in your words, carriage, 
and motions j fb tbac the moft penetrating ftran- 
ger may not be able to difcover what is not proper 
to be intimated ; And the impertinent or enlha- 
ring queftions, or ignorant difcourfe of ftrangers, 
muft be prudently managed by free-mafons. 

5. Be* 
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5 . Behaviour at home > and in your neighbour- 
hood. 

1 Masons ought to be moral men, as above char- 
ged ;• confequently good husbands, good parents, 
good fens, and good neighbours j not flaying too 
long from home, and avoiding all excefs ; yet wife 
men too, for certain reafbns known to them. 

6 . Behaviour towards a foreign brother , or 
granger. 

You are cauiioufly to examine him* as prudence 

(hall dired you, .that you may not be impofed on 

by a pretender, whom you are to reject with deri- 

fion, and. beware of giving him any hints j but if 

you difcover him to be true and faithful, you are 

to refpedl him as a brother, and if in want you are 

to relieve him if you can, or tlfc dired him how 

he may be relieved : You muft employ him if you 

can,, orelfe recommend him to be employed j but 

you are not charged to do beyond your ability. 

% • 

7 . Behaviour behind a brother's back] as well 
• as bfote bis face. 

Free and accepted mafens have ever beet) 
charged to avoid all manner of flandering and 
backbiting of true and faithful brethren, or talking 
difrefpedfully of a brother’s performance or per- 
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Ion, and all malice or unjuft refentment j nay, you 
muft not fuffer any othere to reproach an honeft 
brother, but defend his character as far as isconfiftent 
with honour, fafety and prudence j tho’ no further. 

CHARGE VII. 
iComerning LAW -SUIT & ' 
IF a brother do you injury, apply firft to your own 
^ or his lodge, and if you are not fatisfied you 
may appeal to the Grand Lodge ; but you muft 
never takea legal courfe, till the caufe cannot bo 
otherwife decided $ for if the affair is only be- 
tween mafons, and about mafonry, law-fuits ought 
to be prevented by the good advicC of prudent bre- 
thren, who are the beft referees of differences. 

But if that reference is either impracticable or 
unfuccefsful, and the affair muft be brought into 
the courts of law or equity •, yet ftill you muft avoid 
ail wrath, malice,, and rancour in carrying on the 
fuit j not faying or doing any thing that may hin- 
der the' continuance or renewal of brotherly love 
and friendfhip, which is the glory and cement of 
this ancient Fraternity ; that we miy fhew to all 
the world the benign influence of mafonry, as all 
wife, true, and faithful brethren have done from 
the beginning of time, and will do till Architecture 
fhall be diffolved in the general conflagration. 
Amen ! So mote it be ! ... 

*** Alltbefe charges you are to obferve, anialfo thofe 
that JhaU be given to you in a way that cannot be iv'ritfen. 

F A S H O R T 
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S HO R T C H ARC B 

To a new admitted . 

< 

M A S O N. 

Brother, , 

O U We now admitted (by the unam-; 
g Y. g mous confent of our lodge) a fellow of 
hjmM our mofl: ancient and honourable fo** 
dety - y ancient, as having fubfifted from time im- 
memorial;. and honourable, as tending in every: 
pWtieular, to render- a man fo who will be but con- 
formable to W glorious Precepts.; The,greatefV 
raonarchs in all ages, as well of AJia and Africa 
ap of Europe, have, been encouragers of the Royal 
Art ; and many of them have prefided as.GRANf> 
Masters over the maions in their relpcdtive Ter* ■ 
ritoriep,. not thinking- it any leflenmgtothqir im- 
perial dignities, to : devel themfelves with theif . 
brethren in Mafonry, and t® a&as they did. 

- T^h e - .world’s. - great architect is quf Supreme * 
Maffer i apd the Unerring Rule he ha* given us,* 
o ~ xz ? * ' ^ ■ is 
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Is that by Which we Work ' ; religious difputes are 
never fufFered : wrthin the lodge, for as Mafons we 
<>nly puriue.tfoeuniverfal religion, or the religion 
of nature ; this is the center which unites the food 
different' principles in one' Tacked band, and .brings 
together thofe Who were die moft diftahf front one 
' steotfterrf^' ‘ : : ; ; •//';: 

‘.There are three general heads of dirty Which 
Mafons ought always to inculcate, viz. to G O D, 
6ur h«ghbcrat, ! ' and ourlelves j to GOD, iri never 
mention ing 'his Name but with that reverential 
aWc Which a' creature ought to bear to his Cre- 
ator, arid fo’ look upon him always as the Sum- 
mim Bonti/ri - which we came into the world to 
enjoy, and according to that view to regulate all 
our ftarfoits : to our neighbours, in acting upon 
die fquarfc, ; or doing as we Would be done by to 
ourfelveSj in avoiding all intemperance and ex- 
‘ defies, whereby we may be rendered incapable of 
flowing our work, or led into behaviour unbe- 
coming our laudable profefiion, and always keep- 
ftig within due bounds and free from all pollution. 

In the (late, a Mafon is to behave as a peace- 
able' and dutiful fubjedt, conforming chearfully to 

the government under which he lives 

. Hs is to to pay a due deference to his fuperiors ; 
and from his inferiors he is rather to teCeive ho- 
nour, with iome reludance, than to extort it : He 
is to be a man of benevolence and charity, not fit-- 
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ting down contented while his fellow creatures- 
(but much more his brethren) are in want, when 
it, is in his power (without prejudicing himfelf oc 
family) to relieve them. .. ; . ' 

In rfye lodge he is to behave with all due deco- 
rum,. lead: the beauty and harmony thereof lhould 
be difturbed or broke : He is to be obedient to the 
Master and the prefixing officers, and to apply 
himfelf.clofely to the bufinefs of malpnry, that he 
may the iooner become a proficient therein, ; both. 
for his own credit and for that of the lodge. - a 

. He . is not to negledt his own neceflary Avoca c 
tions* for the fake of Mafonry, nor to involve himr. 
felfin quarrels with thofe who through ignorance, 
may {peak evil of cr ridicule it, ... *, 

He is to be a lover of the Arts an4. Sciences,, 
and is ,to take all Opportunities to improve him* 
felf therein. 

. If he recommends a. friend to be .made a Ma-' 

* , r » f ’ 

fon, he mpft vouch him to be fuch as he really, 
believes will conform to the aforefaid duties, leaft. 
by his mifconduft at any time, the lodge lhould 
pafs under fome evil imputations. 

Nothing 

\ . 1 

* Here you are to underftand that a Mafoh ought not to 
bflojig to, a number of lodges at one time, nor run from lodge 
to lodge ; or.ptherwifc, after Mafons or Mafonry, whereby 
hishufinefs or family may be negle&ed; but yet epfery Mafon 
is fubj£& to all the bye-laws of his lodge, which he is ftrift- 
ly and constantly to obey;— for the attendance and dues of 
one lodge, can never prejudice neither him nor his family. 


AHIMAN REZON. 37 
Nothing can prove more (hocking to all 
faithful Mafons, then to fee any of their brethren 
profane or break through the facred Rules of their 
order ; and fuch as can do it, they wi£h had 
never been admitted. 



ANCIENT MANNER 


Conftituting a Lodge, 

New lodge, for avoiding many irregula- 
^ A rities, ihould be folemnly conftituted 
by the Grand-Mailer, with his deputy 
and wardens ; or, in the G^apcf-Mailer’s abfence, 
the deputy adts fo£l$s \^ihijythe fenior grand- 
warden as deputy, thip junior gtand- warden as the 
fenior, and the prefent jpaffer of a lodge as the 
junior : Or if the deputy $falfo,abfent, the grand- 
mafter may depute either of his grand- wardens, 
who can appoint others to adl as grand-wardens, 
pro tempore. 

The lodge being opened, and the candidates or 
new mallet and wardens being yet among the fel- 
low-crafts, the grand-mailer (hall fftk his deputy 
if he has examined them, and whether he finds 
the mailer well ikiiled in the noble fcience and the 

^ roval 
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royal art, and duly iaftru&ed in our myfteries, 
kdc. die deputy anfwering in die sdfirmadve, (hall 
(by the : grand-matter's order) take the candidate 
from among his fellows, and prefent him to the 
grancUmafter, faying, Right Worjhtpful Grand 
Mafter , the brethren here, defire to be formed into 
a regular lodge j and I prefent my worthy brother 
A. B*. to be' (infialled) their mafter, whom I know 
to be of good morals atid great skill, true and t rally, 
and a lover of the whole fraternity , wherefoever 
difperfed over the face of the earth. 

Then the grand matter placing the candidate 
on his left hand, and having afked and obtained 
the unanimous confent of the brethren, (hall fay 
(after fbme other ceremonies and expreffions that 
cannot be written) I confiitute and form tbefe 'good 
> brethren into a new regular lodge, and appoint you, 
brother A. B. the majler of it, not doubting of your 
capacity and care to preferve the cement of the 
lodge , &e. ; 

Ubon thk the deputy, or fome other brother for 
him, ihall rehearfe the charge of a matter ; and 
the grand matter (hall ask' the candidate* faying, 
JDo you fubmit to thefe charges as majler s have done 
in all ages ? And the new mafter fignifying his 
cordial fubmiflion thereto, the grand-matter fhall 
by certain fignificapt ceremonies and ancient ufa- 
ges, inftall him and prefent him with his warrant, 
the book of conftitutions x the lodge-book, and 

- the 
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inftruments of his office, one after another ; and 
after each of them the grand -matter, his deputy, or 
feme brother for him, (hall rehearfe the fhort and 
pithy charge that is fuitable to the thing prefent. 

Next, the members of this new lodge, bowing 
altogether to the grand-m after, fhall return his 
worfhip their thanks (according to the cuftom of 
mafters) and fhall immediately do homagfc to their 
new mailer, and (as faithful craftsmen) fignify 
their promife of fubje&ion and obedience to him 
by ufual congratulations. 

The deputy and grand wardens, and any other 
brethren that are not members of this new lodge, 
fhall next congratulate the new mailer, and he 
fhall return his becoming acknowledgments (as 
mafter-mafons) firft to the grand-m after and grand 
officers, and to the reft in their prder. 

«, Then the grand-mafter orders the new mafter. 
to enter immediately upon the exercife of his office, . 
and, calling forth his fenior warden, a fellow-craft 
(mafter-mafon) prefents him to the grand-mafter 
for his worfhip’s approbation, and to the new lodge . 
for their confent j upon which the fenior or, Juni- 
or grand- warden, or fome brother fordiim, fhall 
rehearfe the charge pf a warden, &c. of a private . 
lodge ; and he, fignify ing his cordial fubmiffion 
thereto, the new mafter fhall nrefent him fingly , 
with the feveral inftruments of his office, and, in 

ancient 
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Ancient manner and due form, inftal him in his 
proper place. 

In like Manner the new matter fhail call forth 
his junior warden, who fhall be a matter- mafon, 
and prefented (as above) to the junior grand- war- 
den, or feme other brother in his ftead, and ihall 
in the above manner be inttalled in his proper 
Place ; and the brethren of this new lodge (hall 
fignify their obedience to thefe new wardens, by 
the ufual congratulations due to wardens. 

The Grand- Matter then gives all the brethren 
joy of their matter and wardens, Of c. and recom- 
mends harmony, &c. hoping their only contention, 
will be a’ laudable emulation in cultivating the royal 
art, and the focial virtues. 

Then the grand-fecretary, or fome brother for 
him, (by the grand-matter’s order) in the name of 
the grancU-lodge, declares and proclaims this new 
lodge duly conttituted N<y. , 

Upon which all the new lodge together (after 
the cuftom of matters) return their hearty and fin- 
cere thanks for the honour of this conftitution. 

The grand-matter alfo orders the grand-fecretary 
to regifter this new lodge in the grand lodge-book, 
and to notify the fame to the other particular lodges j 
and, after feme other ancient cuftoms and-demon- 
ftrations of joy and fetisfadtion, he orders the fenior 
grand- warden to dofe the lodge. 

' r . ' G 
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^ PRAY E R /aid at the Opening of the 
Lodge , or mdktnga new Brother , &c. ujed 
by Jewish Free-Mafons. 

I 

' A Lord, excellent art thou in thy &Uth» and 
^ there is nothing great in companion tp thee } 
for thine is the praife, from all the works of thy 
hands, for evermore. • ; 

Enlighten us, we befeech thee,. in the true 
knowledge of mafonry : By the forrows of Adam % 
thy firft made man j by the blood of Aici, thy holy 
one ■, by the righteoufnefs of Seth, in whom them 
art well pleafed > and by thy covenant with Noab, 

> in whofe architedure thou was’t pleafed to .fove th$ 

feed of thy beloved j number us not among thofe 
that know not thy ftatute?, nor the divine myft©* 

ries of the fecret Cabala. , 

. BuT -graot, we. befeech thee, that the ruler of 
' this lodge may be endued with knowledge , and 
wifdom,.to inftrud us andjOcplain hie fecret myfte-. 

I \ ... ,/ripjt 

1 * In the prefate' td rtife' ‘ itfiftiria, yfic" tradition of 

the Jews, explained as follows i* r - * 

; (God not only delivered t©law to Mofes on Mount Sinai \ 
but the explanation of it lilcewife : When Mofes came down 

X Irrttn 
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ties, as our holy brother Mofes * did (in his lodge) 
to Aaron, to Eleazar and lthamar , (the fons of 
Alaron, and the feventy elders of Ifrael. 

And grant that we may underftand, learn, and 
keep all the Statutes and commandments of the 
Lord, and this holy myftery, pure and undeiiled 
unto our lives end. Amen, Lord. 

from the mount, and entered into his tent, Aaron went to vilit 
him ; and Mofes acquainted Aaron with the laws he had re- 
ceived from God, together with the explanation of them 
After this Aaron placed himfelf at the right-hand of Mofes % 
and Eleazar and lthamar . (the fons of Aaron) were admitted, 
to whom Mofes repeated what he had juft before told to Aaron : 
Thefe being feated, the one on the right-hand, the other on 
the left-hand of Mofes j the feventy elders of Ifrael , who com- 
pofed the Sanhedrim* came in $ and Mofes again declared the 
fame laws to them, with the interpretations of them, as he had 
done before to Aaron and his fons. Laftly, all who pleafed 
of the common people were invited to enter, and Mojes in- 
ftru&ed them likewife in the fame manner as the reft : So that 
Aaron heard four times what Mofes had been taught by God 
upon Mount Sinai , Eleazar and lthamar three times, the fe- 
yeoty elders twice, and the people once. Mofes afterwards 
reduced the laws which he had received into writing, but not 
the explanations of them $ thefe he thought it fuf&cient to 
truft to the membries of the abovementioned per fons, who, 
being perfe&ly inftruded in them, delivered them to their 
children* and thefe again to theirs from age to age. 


C 2 A Prayer 


l 
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A PRAYER ufed amongft the primitive 
Chriftian Masons. 

' I ’ H E might of the Father of heaven, and the 
"** wifdom of his glorious Son,' through the 
grace and goodnefs of the Holy Ghoft, being three 
perfons in one Godhead, be with us at our begin- 
ning, and give us grace fb to govern us here in our 
living, that we may come to his blifs that never 
fhall have end. Amen. 

• i 

Another Prayer , and that which is mofi ge- 
neral at Making or Opening . 

T\/f OST holy and glorious Lord God, thou great 
* -*■ architect of heaven and earth, who art the 
giver of all good gifts and graces, and haft promifed 
that where two or three are gathered together in 
thy Name, thou wilt be in the midft of them : 
In thy Name we aflemble and meet together, moft 
humbly befeeching thee to blefs us in all our un- 
dertakings, that we may know and ferve thee 
aright, that all our doings m?y tend to thy glory 
arid the falvation of our fouls. 


-AND 
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And we befeech thee, O Lord God, to blefs 
this our prefent undertaking, and grant that this 
our new brother may dedicate his life to thy fer- 
vice, and be a true and faithful brother among us; 
Endue him with a competency of thy divine wif- 
dom, that he may, with the fecrets of free-mafon- 
ry, be able to unfold the myfteries of godlinefs and 
Chriftianity. This we mod humbly beg, in the. 
Name, and for the fake, of Jrsus Christ our 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

*»*##**###*##*#######*#»*###*##•**#*•• 

• AHABATH O L AM, - 

A Prayer repeated in the Royal Arch 
Lodge at Jerufalem. 

'T' H O U haft loved us, O Lord our God, with 
eternal Love ; thou haft lpared us with great 
and exceeding patience, our Father and our King, 
for thy great Name’s fake, and for our Father’s 
fake who trufted in thee, to whom thou did ft teach 
the ftatutes of life, that they might do after the 
ftatutes of thy good pfeafure with a perfect heart : 
So be thou merciful unto us, O our Father, merci- 
ful Father, that fheweth mercy, have mercy upon 
us we befeech thee, and put underftanding into 
our hearts, that we may underftand, be wife, hear, 

learn. 
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learn, teach* keep* dp, and perform all the words 
of the* dpdtrine of thy law in love, and enlighten 
oar eyes in thy commandments, and caofo our 
hearts to cleave to thy law, and unite them in the 
love and fear of thy Name ; we will not. be a- 
foamed, nor confounded, nor {tumble, for ever 
and ever. . « ; 

Be cause wehave tru&ed in thy holy, great 
mighty and terrible NAME, we will rejoice 
and be glad in thy falvation, and in thy mercies, 
O lord our God j and the multitude of thy mer- 
cies, lhall . not forfake us for ever : Selah. An 4 
now make hafte and bring upon us a bleffing, and 
^ peace from the four corners of the earth :.for thou 
art a God that workeft falvation, and has chofen 
us out of every people and language j and thou, 
our king, has caufed d s to cleave to thy great 
' NAME, in love to praife thee and to be united to 
thee, and to love ithy name : blefied art thou, O 
Lord God, who haft chofen thy People Jfrael in 
.love. 



T TAVING inferted this prayer, and mentioned 
that part of Mafonry commonly called the 
"Royal Arch (which I firmly believe to be the 
root', heart", and marrow of mafonry) I cannot 
forbear giving a hint of a certain evil defigner, who 
has njade a trade thereof for fome time paft,andhas 

drawn 
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drawn J m a number of worthy, hemeft men, and ' 
made' them believe that he and. his afiiftants truly’ 
taught them all and every part of the abovementi- 
oned branch of mafbitty, which they fooncom- 
municated to the worthy brethren of their acquain- 
tance, without being able to ; form any fort of 
judgment whereby they might diftinguifh truth 
from fiiihobd, and confequently Could not difcem 
the imppfition j but, as the \frife Seneca juftly oh* 
ferves, it fares' with us in human life as in a root- 
ed army, one Humbles firft and then another falls - 
upon him ; and fo they follow, one “upon the neck 
of another, till the whole field comes to be but orte 
heap of mifearriages. This is die cafe of all thofe 
who think themfelves Royal Arch Mafons, without ’ 
paflxng the chair in regular form, according to the 
ancient cuftom of die craft : To this 1 will add the : 
opinion of our wbrfliipful brother Doctor FificlB 
JD' AJJJgney^ printed in' die Y ear 1744. “ Some 
of the fraternity (fays he) have exprefled an un- ‘ 
** eafinefs at this matter being kefit a fberet ffom r 
“ them (fince they had’ already pafled through the 
“ ufual degreesof probation) I cannot help being" 
“ of opinion, that they have no right to any fuch " 
“ benefit until diey make a proper application, 
“ and are received with due formality: And as k is 
*« an organized body of men who have pa fled rhe 
« chair, and given undeniable proofs of their fkill 
y'ffi architecture, it cannot be treated with too 

“ much 
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“ much reverence ; and momefpecially fince the; 

“ chara&ers of the prefent members of thafparti- 
“ cular lodge are untainted, . and their behaviour 
“ judicious and unexceptionable : So that there 
“ cannot be the leaft hinge to hang a Doubt on, , 
“ but that they are moft excellent roafons.” 

The refpedt I have for the yery name of free- ; 
mafon, is fufffcient to make me conceal the name . 
of die perfon here pointed at j and, inftead of ex- 
pofing him, or ftigmatizing him with a name he 
juftly deferves, I earneftly wifh that God may guide 
him hack, out of his prefentlabyrinth of darknefs, 
to the true light of mafonry j which is, truth, 
charity, and juftice. 

I make no manner of doubt, but that this will 
reach the hands of the perfon aimed at ; and as my 
intention is rather to reform than offend, I hope he 
will anfvver my expe&ation, in laying afide fuch 
evils as may bring dilhonour to the craft and him- 
felf j and I aflure him (upon the honour of a ma- 
fon) I have, no evil defign againft him, no more 
than Hejiod had agarnft his brother Perfes , when 
he wrote the following advice. 

' O Perfes , foolifli Perfes , bow thine ear, 

' : To the good counfels of a fbul fincere j 
' To wickedriefs the road is quickly found, 

•• Short is the way and on an eafy ground j 

• n* . 
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The paths of virtue muft be reach’d by toil. 
Arduous and long and on a rugged foil j 
• Thorny the gate, but yhen the j:op you gain. 
Fair is the future and,theprQfpe$ plain : 

Far does the man all other men excel, 

~Who from his wifdom thinks in all things well j 
Wifely confidering tjo a Friend, 

All for the prefent bell and for the end : 

Nor is the manwithput his lhare of praife. 

But he that is not wife himfelf, nor can 
Hearken to wildom, is a ufelels man. 

" 'J T 'I ° 
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GENERAL REGULATIONS 


O F T H E 

Free and Accepted 

MASONS, 

* 

-< . • v » - t 

Old Regulation/. ^ Regulations. 

* M^* HE g rand ‘ m ^ ^JeCTft h a t is only 
e f$MM or deputy has" ^OQeOtC w ^ en the 

full authority grand- war- 

and right, not only to be dens are abfent, for 

prefent, but alfo to prefide the grand-mailer can- 
in every lodge with the not deprive them of 
• mailer of the lodge on their office without 
- a his . ihewing 
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Old Regulations. 
his left-hand $ and to or- 
der his grand-wardens to 
attend him, who are not 
to adt as wardens of par- 
ticular lodges, but in his 
prefence, and at his com- 
mand; for the grand- 
mailer, while in a parti- 
cular lodge, may com- 
mand the wardens of 
that lodge, or any other 
mailer-mafons, to adt as 
his wardens, fro tem- 
pore. 


• f 


II. The 


5 * 

New Regulations. 
Ihewing caufe, fairly 
appearing to the grand- 
lodge, according to the 
old regulation, XVIII : 
So that if they are pre- 
fent in a particular lodge 
with the grand- mailer, 
they mull adt as war- 
dens there. 

Some grand-lodges 
have ordered that none 
but the grand-mailer, his 
deputy, andwardens(who 
are the only grand Offi- 
cers) Ihould wear their 
jewels in gold, pendant, ' 
to blue * ribbonds about 
their necks, and white 
leather aprons with blue 
lilk ; which fort of aprons 
may allb be worn by for- 
mer grand officers. 

II. It 


* I (hall at all times be conformable, and pay due refpefl to 
every right worihipful grand lodge of regular free-mafons, and 
am well allured that grand officers only ihould be diftinguifhed 
by gold jewels, and then! according to their proper order j butat 
the fame rime I am certain, that every memberof the grand lodge 

u ’ j* 'a.* 
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Old Regulations. New Regulations. 

II. The Matter of a II. It Was agreed, that 
particular Lodge, has. <if the matter of a parti- 
the right and authority Jar lodge is depofed, or 
of congregating the demits, the feraor war- 
members of His lodge den fhall forthwith till the 
into a chapter, upon, matter’s chair till the next 
any emergency or oc- time of choofing, add ever 
currence, as well as fince in the matter’s ab- 

* to appoint the .time . fence he fiUs the chairv 
and place of their ufual even though a former 
forming ; and in cafe matter be prefent; except 
of death or ficknefs, he has a mind to honour 
or neceflary abfence of a- more fkilful paft-maf- 
the matter, the feraor. ter. 
warden fhall a£t as 
matter, pro tempore , if 
no brother is prefent 
who has been matter 
of that lodge before j. 
for the abfent matter’s 
.authority reverts to the 
laft matter prefent, 
though he cannot a£t 
till the fenior warden 
congregates the lodge. 

III. The matter of III. If a particular lodge 
each particular lodge, remove to a new place for 
or one of the wardens, their ftated meeting, the 
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Old Regulations . , 
or (©me other brother 
' by appointment of 
the mailer, (hall keep 
a book containing their 
bye-laws, the names 
of their members, and 
a lift of all the lodges 
in town, with the ufual 
times and places of 
their forming, and alfo ■ 
thetranfaxftions of their 
own f lodge, that are 
proper to be written. 

IV. No lodge (hall 
make more than five 
new brothers at one 
and the fame time, 
without an urgent 
neceffity j nor any 
man under the age 
of twenty- five years, 
(who muft alfo be 
his own mafter) un- 
left by a difpenfation 
from the grand-maf- 
ter. 

. V. No man can be 
accepted a member of 
a particular lodge, 


New Regulations. 
officers (hall immediately 
fignify the. fame to the 
grand fgcretary, and their 
reaion for removing. 

The precedency -.of 
lodges Is grounded on the 
feniority of the conftitu- 
tion. 


IV. No brother (hall 
belong to more than one 
lodge within the bills of 
mortality (though he may 
vifit them all) except the 
members of a foreign 
lodge. 

But this regulation is neg- 
lected for feveral Reafoosi 
and is now obfolete. 


V. The grand fecre- 
tary can direCl the petitio- 
ners in the form of a dif- 
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Old Regulations. 
without previous notice one 
month before given to the 
lodge, in order to make 
due inquiry into the repu- 
tation and capacity of the 
candidate, unlefs by a dif- 
penffdon. 

VI. But no man can 
be entered a brother in 
any particular lodge, or 
admitted a member 
thereof, without die u- 
nanimous confent of all 
die members of that 
lodge then prefent,when 
die candidate is propo- 
fed, and when their 
confent is formally af- 
ked by the matter, they 
are to give their confent 
3n their own prudent 
way ; either virtually, or 
in form ; but with unan- 
imity : Nor is this in- 
herent privilege fubjedt 
to a difpenfation, be- 
caufe the members of a 
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penfadon, if wanted ; 
but if they know die 
candidate, they do not 
require a difpenfation. 


VI. No vifitor, how- 
ever drilled in mafonry, 
(hall be admitted into 
a lodge, unlefs he is 
peribnally known toes 
or well vouched and 
recommended by ofae of 
that lodge then prefent. 

But it was found in- 
convenient to infift upon 
unanimity in feveral 
cafes, and therefore the 
grand matters have al- 
lowed the lodges to ad- 
mit a member if there 
, are not above three bal- 
lots againft him ; though 
iorae lodges defire, no 
fuch allowance. 

I (hall not mention 
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particular lodge are the 
beft judges of it; and 
becaufe, if a turbulent 
member fhould be im- 
pofcd on them, it might 
fpoil their harmony or 
hinder the freedom of 
their communication, or 
even break or difperfe 
tile lodge, which ought 
to be avoided by all mat 
are true and faithful. 

VII. Every new. bro- 
ther, at his entry, is de- 
cently to cloath the 
lodge, that is, all tile 
brethren prefect, and to 1 
depofite: fbmething for 
the relief of the indigent 
and decayed brethren, 

- as die candidate til all 
think fit to betibw, over 
and above the fmall 
allowance that may be 
Hated in the bye-laws 
df that particular lodge, 

uhirli 
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, New Regulations. 
the caufe ' of tile above 
new regulation being 
made, but certain it is 
that real Free Mafon* 
have no occafion for any 
fiich regulation, they 
being able to diftiqfuifh 
a true brother, let his 
country or language be 
ever fo remote or obfcure 
to us ; nor is it in the 
powerof falfe pretenders 
to deceive us. 

, VIL See this explain’d 
in the account of the 
conftitution ofthe gene- 
ral charity ; only parti- 
cular lodges are not li- 
mited, hut may take 
their own method for 
charity. 


VTIT r 
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which charier fliali be 
be kept by the csfbierj 
alio the candidate ihall 
Jbiemnty poomiie to 
fubmit to the confti- 
tutions, and .other good 
wfggy, that fhall fee in- 
Rotated to him, 'in time 
and place convenient. 

VIJI. No fetor numb- 
er of brethren (hall with- 
draw or fepapate them-, 
felvesfrom the lodge in 
which they were made, 
or were afterwards. ad« 
mitted members, unlefa 
the lodge becpmetoo nu-. 
mercy? j nor even then,- 
* without >a difpenfation* 
from ,the Grajyd .mafter 
or deputy ; and when 
thusfeparated, they muft 
either immediately join 
themfelves to fuch other 
lodges that they {hall 
like beft (who ire wil- 
ling to receive them,) or 
elfe 
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VIII. f*>pry brother, 
concerned in 
mafons clandeftinely, 
(hall not be allowed to 
vifit. any lodge till he 
has ob^de due i6obmi£. 
boo, flycu'lho’- Jthehro- 
thfir ,fo ^dmktbd inay 
feeaHov5»oi.-' i . 1 1 . 

, ,None who make a 
bated lodge without the 
grand-mafter’s. warrant. 
ftta.ll be Jidmbted.into 
tegglar Iddgepj t&ljfcey: 
9Mke due fotofftoo 
and obtain grape. 

If aiiy brc$hreafoan.a 
lodge xvtthosrtlfewwind 
‘ toall 


AHIMAN 

Old Regulations. 
elfe obtain -the Grand- 
mailer’s warrant to join 
Li forming a new lodge, 
to be regulai-ly conilitu- 
ted in good time. 

-If any Set or num- 
ber of mafops, ihall take 
upon themfelves to form 
a lodge without the 
Grand Ajfafters warrant, 
the regular lodges are 
not to countenance 
them, nor own them as 
fair brethren duly form- 
ed, new: approve of their 
a<Jts and deed? ; but 
tnuft treat them as re- 
bels, until they humble 
fhepifelves as the grand 
mailer ihall in his pru- 
dence direct, and until 
he approve of them by 
his warrant figpified to 
the other lodges, as the 
euftom is when a new 
lodge is to be regiilered 
in the GradU lodge- 
book. 
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ihall irregularly make 
(that is without the 
grand-mailer’s warrant) 
new brothers, they ihall 
not be admitted into 
any regular lodge, no 
not as vifitors, till they 
-render a good reafon,or 
make due fubmiffion. 

If any lodge within 
the limits of the city of 
London , ceaie to meet 
regularly during twelve 
months fucceflive, and 
not keep up to the rulqs 
and orders of the grand 
lodge, its number and 
place fliall be erafed and 
difeontinued in the grand 
lodge-books } and if they 
petition to be inferted or 
owned as a regular lodge 
it muft )ofe its former 
place and rank of pre- 
cedency, and fubmit to 
a new conilitution. 

Seeing that fame ex- 
traneous brothers have 

lafplv marfo in « 
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clandestine manner j that 
■ r is, in no regular lodge, 

• ' nor by any authority or 

difpenfation from the 
grand-mafter, arid upon' 
/ fmall and un worthy con- 

federations, to the difho- 
‘ ' nour of the craft. 

The grand lodge de- 
creed, that no Perfon fo 


. IX.But if any brother 
lo far : tnifbehave him-’ 
Self;. j'as-ito- render -his, 
lodge' tuakajy, he iha-11 
he.:thrice : duly admo- 
nished: -by the m after ; 
and: rwardens in that 
lodge famed j :and-4f - 
he-avittinbr refrain ; Ids 
imprudence, norobedi-.* 


* made, nor any concern- 
ed in making him, Shall 
be a grand officer, nor 
an office^ of any parti- 
cular lodge* nor lhall 
, any lueh partake of the 
general charily, if they 
Should come to want it.' 

IX. Whereas Several 
disputes have arilen a- 
bout the removal of lod- 
ges from one houSe to 
another, and it has been 
queftioned in whom that 
pOwCr is- inverted, it is' 
hereby declared, That m 
lodge, be- Amoved without 
the mailer s knowledge , 

^ * L x* * 
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ently fubmit to the acP that no motion be made for 
vice of his brethren, he removing in the majler’s 
ifhall be dealt with ac- abfence, and that if the 
cording tofhebyfe-laws motion be feconded or 
of that particular lodgej thirdedy the Mafter Jhall 
or elfe in fiidh a man* order Summon'* to every 
ner as the' grand'Iodge individual memberyfpeci- 
ftiall in their great pru- fying the bufinejs , and 
dence think fit, for appointing a Day for 
which a new Regula- hearing and determining 
tioh may be afteiKvards the Affair , at leajl ten 
made ' Days beforey and the de- 

termination jhall be made 

1 ' : , ! ■ by the majority j but if 

he be of the Minori- 
. • ‘ t l ty againjl removing \ the 

lodge Jhall not be remo- 
• '• vedy unlefs the majority 

, confifls ofjull two thirds 

of the members prefent. 

But if the mailer re- 
fufe to diredt fuch Sum- 
• mon’s, either of the 
Wardens may do it$ 
and if the mafter neg-i 
lefts to attend on the 
day fitfed, the warden 
X. The may 

1 2 
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may prefide in deter- 
mining the affair in the 
manner prefcribed j but 
they (hall not, in the 
mafters’s abfence, enter 
upon any other eaufe 
but what is particularly 
mentioned in the fame 
•fummons.^ 

. And if the lodge is 
thus regularly ordered 
to be removed, the 
mailer or warden (hall 
fend notice t® the fe- 
cretrary of the grand 
lodge, for the publiflv- 
ing the fame at the next 
grand lodge. 

/ 

X. The majority of X. Upon a fudden 
every particular lodge, emergency, the grand 
when congregated (not lodge has allowed a 
elfe) (hall have privilege private brother to be 
of giving inftru&ions to prefent, and, with leave 
their matter and wardens afked and given, to lig- 
bef ore the meeting of nify his mind if it was 
the grand chapter, be- about what concerned 
eaufe the faid officers mafoncy. 
are their reprefentatives 
and 


XI. The 
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and are fupppfed tolpeak 
the' fenfiments their 
brethren at the /aid 
grand lodge. 1 

XI. AH patdcuhf? 

lodged ire to cbfe&Athe 
life# ae thudhas 

poffifcfe > in order . is> 
which, and afibfiar cul- 
tivating a goodundier- 
ftanding among Free- 
Mafcns, feme merit* 
bets of every lodge (hall 
be deputed to Vifit other 
lodges, as often as (hall 
be thought convenient 

A 

XII. The grand lodge 
confifts of, and is form- 
ed by, the mafters and 
wardenfc of all the par- 
ticular lodges upon re- 
cord, with the grand- 
Blafter at their head, the 
deputy on his left-hand, 
and die. grand- wardens 
in their places.' 

Thefe 
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XI. The fame ufages 
lor fubftance are actu- 
ally obferved in every 
regular lodge (of real 
free and accepted ma* 
fons) which is much 
owing to viiiting bre- 
thren, who compare the 
ufages. 


XII. No new lodge is 
owned, nor their officers 
admitted into the grand 
lodge, unlefs it be regu- 
larly conftituted and re- 
giftered. 

All who have been 
or (hall be grand mas- 
ters, (hall be members 
of and vote in all grand 
^ lodges 
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Thefe mutt have* 
their quarterly commu- 
nications, or monthly 
meetings and adjourn- 
ments, as often as occa- 

fion requires,. Jn, fohie 
' convenient place* as the 

grand-mafter. (hall ap- 
point, .where rione! (hall 
_ be prefcnt but its own 
proper members,. with-? 
out leave afked . and, gi- 
ven ; and .while- fuch a 
(Iranger (though. a bro- 
ther) (lays, he is not 
allowed to vote, nor 
even to (peak to any 
queftion, without leave 
of the grand lodge, or 
unlefs he is delired to 
give his opinion. 

- All matters in the 
grand lodge are deter- 
mined by a majority of 
Votes, each member 
having one vote, and 
and th £ grand-mafter 
two votes, unlefs the 
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lodges. . 

All who Have been, or 
(hall be deputy grand 
matters, (hall be mem- 
bers of and vote in alt 
grajtd lodges.', , Ir 
v t AU who Have been 
or ; (hall be grand wart- 
dens* (hall he members 
of and vote in. all grand 
lodges. . • : ; " 

Matters or wardens 
of . ^particular , lodges, 
Ihall never atterid the 
grand lodge . without 
their jewels, except up- 
on giving good and fufr 
ficient reafons. 

' - If any officer of-a par- 
ticular lodge cannot at- 
tend, he may fend a bro- 
ther (that has been in 
that or a higher office 
before) with his jewel 
and cloathing, td fupply 
his room and fupport 
the honour of his. lodge. 

XIII. What 
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grand lodge leave any 
particular thing to the 
determination of the 
grand-mailer, for the 
fake of expedition. 

XIII. At the grand 
lodge meeting, all mat- 
ters that concern the 
fraternity in general or 
particular lodges, or 
tingle brothers are fe- 
dately and maturely to 
be difcourfed of. 

1. Apprentices muft 
be admitted fellowcrafts 
and mailers only here, 
unlefs by a difpenfation 
from the grand-mailer. 

2 . Here alfo all dif- - 
ferences that cannot be 
made up, or accommo- 
dated privately, nor by 

a particular lodge, are to 
be ferioufly confidered 
and decided ; and if any 
brother thinks himfelf 
aggrieved by the decifi- 
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XIII. What butinefs 
cannot be tranfa&ed at 
one lodge, may be 
referred to the commit- 
tee of charity, and by 
them reported to the 
next grand lodge. 

The matier of a lodge 
with his wardens and a 
competent number of 
the lodge aflembled in 
due form, can make 
mailers and fellows at 
difcretion. . 

■ It was agreed in the 
grand lodge, that no pe- 
titions or appeals lhall 
be heard on the annual 
grand-lodge or feallday ; 
nor lhall any butinefs 
be tranfa<5ted that , tends 
to interrupt the harmo- 
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on, he may appeal to ny.ofthe aflctably, hat 
the grand lodge next -all ihad he refereed to 
enfuing, and leave his die next grand dodge, 
appeal in writing with nr ftejvprds lodge, 
the grand mafter, the , . • 

deputy or grand gar- 
dens. 

Hither alio all the 
officers of particular 
lodges, (hall bring a lid 
of l'uch members as have 
been made, or even ad- 
mitted by them fince the 
laft grand lodge. 

4. There ftiall be 
books kept by the grand 
mafter or deputy, or 
rather by fome other 
brother appointed fecre- 
tary of die grand lodge, 
wherein (hall be record- 
ed all the lodges, with 
the ufual times and pla- 
ces of their forming, and 
the names of all the 
members of each lodge j 
alfo all the affairs of the 


DroDer 
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grand lodge that are 
proper to be written. 

5. The grand lodge 
{hall confider of the 
moft prudent and effec- 
tual means of collecting 
and difpofing of what 
money (hall be lodged 
with them on charity, 
towards die relief only 
of any true brother fal- 
len into poverty and de- 
cay, but none elfe. 

6 . But each particular 
lodge may difpofe of 
their own charity for 
poor brothers, accord- 
ing to their own bye- 
laws, untill it be agreed 
by all the lodged (in a 
new regulation*) to 
carry in the charity col- 
lected by them, to the 
grand lodge at their 
quarterly or annual 

com- Another 

K 
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communication, in or- 
der to make a common 
. flock for the more 
handfome relief of poor 
brethren. 

. 7. They (hall appoint 
a treafurer, a brother of 
worldly fubftance, who 
{hall be a member of 
the grand lodge by vir- 
tue of his office, - and 
(hall be always prefent 
and have power to move 
to the grand lodge any 
thing that concerns his . 

office. . 

8. To him (hall be - ! „• 

committed all money .■ K 
raifed for the general 
charity, or for any other - - . { . ; 

ufeof the grand lodge, c * > < . • 

which he fliall write . - < , , 

down in a book, with < 1 v-i • 

the refpedtive ends and . j : -‘ci . ... 
ufes for which the fe- l.j-r. ■: > . 

JveraLfnms are intended, .» 

and fliall expend, or di£* II 

burfe Another 

> r. • r. 
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burfe the fame by fuch 
a certain order figned, as , 

the grand lodge (hall 
hereafter agree to in a 
new regulation. 

JBut by virtue of his 
office, as treafurer, with- 
out any other qualifica- ' 1 

tion, he {hall not vote in ’ 

choofing a new grand, 
mafter and grand- war- ( 

dens, tho’ in every other ' 

tranfadtion. 

9. In like manner ' ’/ l ‘ ' * 

the fecretary {hall be a \ 

member of the grand 

lodge, by virtue of his 1 - , , 

office, and {hall vote in 
every thing, except in " 

choofing grand officers. 

10. The treafurer and' 
fecretary may have each 

a clerk or affiftant if. 
they think fit, who rauft. 
be a brother and a maf- 

; i ' * ' 

ter inalon, but mud ne- 
ver be a member of the . 
grand lodge, nor {peak 
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without being allowed 
or commanded. 

11. The grand mat- 
ter or deputy, have au- 
thority always to com- 
mand the treafurer and 
fecretary to attend him, 
with their clerks and 
books, in order to lee 
how matters go on, and 
to know what is expedi- 
ent to be done upon 
any emergency. 

12. Another brother 
and mailer malbn 
fhould be appointed the 
tyler, to look after the 

> door 3 but he muil be 
no member of the grand 
lodge. 

13. But thefe offices 
may be further explain- 
ed by a new regulation, 
when the neceffity or 
expediency of them may 
more appear than at 
prefent to the fraternity. 

XIV. If 
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. Another brother (and 
mailer mafon is appoint- 
ed purfuivant and Ra- 
tion'd at the inward door 
of the grand lodge j his 
buiioefs is to report the 
names and titles of all 
that wants Admittance, 
and to go upon mefla- 
ges, &c. but he is not a 
member of the grand- 
lodge, nor allowed to 
ipeak without orders. 

XIV. In 
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. XlV.Jfat any grand* 
Ipdge, dated or occafi,. 
anal, monthly or annu- 
al, the grand mailer an<£. 
deputy ihould bojth be 
sibfent, then the prefen 
mailer of a lodge that 
has been longed a free_ 
mafon ; ihall take 
chair apd prefide asj 
<3rand Ma/t^r, pro tern-, 
pare, and ihall be veiled, 
with all the hopour and 
ppwer for the time he- 
ing, provided there is-no 
brother prefent that has 
been grand-mailer or 
deputy formerly j for 
the lail former grand- 
mailer or deputy in 
company, take6 place of 
right in the abfence of 
the grand mailer or de- 
puty 
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XIV. In the firil edi- 
tion the right of grand 
wardens was omitted in 
this regulation, and it has 
been fince found that 
the old lodges neveY put 
into the chair the mailer 
of a particular lodge,but 
when there was no 
grand warden in com- 
pany, prefent nor form- 
er > and that in fuch a 
cafe, a grand officer al- 
ways took place of any 
mailer of a lodge that 
has not been a grand of- 
ficer. 

Therefore, in cafe of 
life abfence of all grand- 
mailers and deputies, the 
prefent fenior grand- 
warden fills die chair; 
and in his abfence, the 
junior grand -warden j 
and in his abfence, the 
oldeil former grand- 
warden in company j 
and if no former grand 


YVi Tn 
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be found, thenf the old- 
eft free-mafon who is 
now the matter of a 
lodge. 

But to avoid diiputes, ' 
the grand-matter Ufually 
gives a particular com- ’ 
million, under his hand 
and foal of office coun- 
ter, figned by the grand 
■ Secretary, to the fonior, 
grand warden, or in his 
' abfence to the junior, to 
; aft" as deputy grand 
m after, when the depu- 
ty is not in town. 

XV, In the grand XV. Soon after the 
lodge none can a<ft as firft edition of the book 
wardens but the prefent of conftitutions, the 
grand wardens, .if in grand lodge finding it 
company ; and if abfent was always the ancient 
the grand matter fhall ufage that the oldeft 
order private wardens former grand wardens ; 
to a& as grand wardens, fupplied the places of 
pro tempore, whofe pla. - thofe of the year when • 
I ces are to be Applied by abfent, the grand-maf- 
two fellow-crafts, or ters ever, fince has or- 
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mailer, mafons of the 
• fame lodge, called forth 
to adl, or lent thither by 
the mailer thereof j or 
if by him omitted, the 
grand mailer, or he that 
prefides, fhall call them 
forth to adl j fo that the 
grand lodge may be 
always compleat. 


XVI. 1. The grand- 
wardens, or any others , 
are firil to advifcwith 
the deputy about the af- 
fairs of the lodges of 
private fingle brothers, 
and. are not to apply to 

♦Vi/* 
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defed them to take place 
immediately, and adl as 
grand wardens, pro tem- 
pore , which they always 
do in the abfence of the 
grand wardens for the 
year, except when they 
have waved their privi- 
lege for that time, to 
honour iome brother 
whom they thought 
more fit for the preient 
fervice. 

But if no former 
grand-wardens are in 
company, the grand- 
mailer, or he that pre- 
fides, calls forth whom 
he pleafes, to adl grand- 
wardens, pro tempore . 

XVI. 1. This was in- 
tended for the eafe of 
the grand mailer, and 
for the honour of the 
deputy. - 


• TJo 
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Ae grand mafter with- 
out the knowledge o* 
die deputy, unlefs he 
refafe his concurrence. 

2. In which cafe, or 
in cafe of any difference 
df fentiment between the 
deputy and grand- 
wardens, or other bro- 
thers, both parties are 
to go to the grand-maf- 
tef by confent; who, 
by virtue of his great 
authority and power 
can eafily decide the 
controverfy, and make 
up the difference; 

3. The grand mafter 
fhould not receive any 
private intimations of 
bufinefs concerning ma- 
fons and mafonry, but 
from his deputy firft, 
except in foch cafes as 
his worfhip can eafily 
judge of : and ' if the 
application to the grand 

mafter 
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2. No fufch cafe has 
happened in our time, 
and all grand mailers 
govern more by love 
than power. 


3. No irregular appli- 
cations have been made 
(in our time) to the 
grand mafter. * 


XVII. Old 
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mafter be irregular, his 
-worffiip can order the - 
grand-wardens, or any 
lo applying, to wait 
upon the deputy, who 
is ipeedily to prepare 
the bufinefs, and lay it 
orderly before his wor- 
Ihip. 

XVII. No Grand- XVII. Old grand 
mafter, deputy grand- • officers, are now foirre 
mafter, grand warden, of them officers of par- 
treafurer, or fecretary, ticular lodges, but are 
or whoever ads for not deprived of their 
them , 1 or in their Head, privilege in the grand 
f ro tempore, can at the lodge, to fit and vote 
fame ; time aday the there as old grand offW 
mafter or warden .of a cersy only he deputes a 
particular lodge ; but as paft officer of his parti- 
loon as any of them, has cular lodge to ad, fro 
difeharged his publick tetnfore, as the officer 
office, he returns to that of : that lodge, at the 
poftorftationinhispar- grand lodge, 
ticular lodge, from 
which he was called to 
6^$cia £&, 

xvra. 1. if xvm. i.Tbs 
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. XVIir. if If the de- XVIII. i. Thefenior 
puty be fick, or necefia- grand warden now, ever 
rily abfent } the grand- fupplies the deputy’s 
matter can chufe any place j the junior adts 
brother he pleafes to aft as the fenior j the oldeft 
as *his deputy, pro tem- former grand warden, 
fore. as the junior? alib the 

oldeft mafon, as above. 

2. But he that is cho- 2. This was never 

fen k deputy at the inttal- done in our time. See 
ment, and iKo the grand Wevt regulation!. 
wardens, cannot ho dif-i . 1 

charged, uolefsthecaufe • 

fairly appear to . the 
grand lodge. - 

3. For the grand- , 3. Should this cafe 
Rafter, if he is, upeaiy, ever happen,'- die grand 
may Caft agtaod-Jadge* matter appoitftshisde- 
on pwpofe. to lay the puty, and the grand 
cauJfe before them, far lodge dm other grand] 
their advice auid com. officers. 

ctvfonee. : -- - . ' 

. And iff$* tnfcmbess «... -> 

of the grandyfeaigeLcan^ • * *• '1 

not reconcile the grand- 
matter with his deputy - • 

or wardens, they are to 2-0 

(S&ow jyjfid matter 

fr\ " T 


YTY TK 


AH1MA5TREZ0N. 75 
Old Regulation: 


to diicharge his deputy 
or wardens, and to 
choofc another deputy 
immediately, and the 
fame grand lodge, in 
that cafe, /hall forth- 
with choofe other grand 
wardens, fo that harmo- 
ny and peace may bfe 
preferred. 

XIX. If the grand- 
matter flioufd abufe his 
great power, and render 
himfelf unworthy of the 
obedience and fubmiffi- 
bn df the lodgds,he (hall 
bfl treated in a way and 
tnarlner to be agreed 
tipon in a new regulati- 
on ; becaufe hitherto 
the ancient fraternity 
have had rtd occafion 
for it. 

XX. The grand- 
matter, With his depu- 
ty, grand- wardens, and 
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XIX. The Free-Ma- 
fons firmly hope, that 
there never will be any 
occafion for fuch a new 
regulation. 


XX. Or elfe he (hall 
fend his grand officers to 
vifit the lodges : This 
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fecretary, fhall at leaft old and. laudable prao* 
once go round and vifit tjee often renders.a de- 
all the lodges about puty neceflary : When 
town during his matter- he vifitsthem, the fenior 
(hip. grand- warden adts. as 

deputy, the junior as the 
fenior, as above j or if 
both or any of them be 
abfent, the deputy, dr he 
that prefides for him, 
t > may appoint whom he 

pleafes in their , ftead, 
fro tempore. 

For when both the- 
grand matters are ,ab- 
fent, the fenior or junior 
grand warden may 
prefide as deputy, invi- 
fiting the lodges or in 
the conttitution of a new 
lodge } neither of which 
can.be done without, at 
l>eaft, one of the prefent 
grand officers; except in. 
places at too great a di- 
ttance from the grand, 
lpdge, and in fech cafe; 
feme faithful brother, 

_ • ' ' ' ^ who 
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who has paflcd the chair; 
&c. (hall have a proper 
deputation, under the 
grand lodge Teal, for 
the conftituting of fuch 
new lodge or lodges, in 
diftant or remote coun- 
tries, where the grand 
officers cannot poffibly 
attend. 


XXI. If the grand- 
mafter dies during his 
mafterlhip ; or by fick- 
nels, or by being beyond 
lea, or any other way 
be rendered incapable 
of difcharging his office; 
the deputy, or in his 
abfence the fenior grand 
warden, or in hisab- 
fence the junior grand- 
warden, or in his ab-. 
fence any three mailers 
of lodges ffiall aflemble 


XXI. Upon fuch a 
vacancy, if no former 
grand mafter, nor form- 
er deputy be found, the 
prelent lenior grand- 
warden fills the chair, 
or in his ablence the 
junior, till a new grand 
mafter is chofen ; and if 
no prelent nor former 
grand warden be found, 
then the oldeft free-ma- 
fon who i9 now the 
mafter of a lodge. 
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at the grand lodge im- 
mediately, in order, to 
advife together upon the 
emergency, and to fend 
two of their number to 
invite the laft grand-, 
mailer to refume his 
office, which now of 
courfe reverts to him i 
and if he refufes to a&* 
then the next laft, and 
io backward : but if no 
former grand-mafter bo 
found, the prefent de- 
puty ihall a it as princi- 
pal till a new grand- 
mafter is choien j or if 
there be no deputy, 
then the oldeft mafon 
the prefent mailer of a 
lodge. . 


XXII. The brethren 
of all the regular, lodges 
in and near the city of. 
London, ihall meet in 
iome convenient place 
on every St. John’s day } 

anrl 


XXII. Or any bre- 
thren around the globe 
(who are, true and faith* 
fill members of the an- 
cient craft) at the place 
appointed, till they have> 

~ hm1f 
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when bufinefs is over, 
they may repair to their 
feftival dinners, as they 
fhall think moil conve- 
nient 3 and when St. 
John’s day happens to 
be on a Sunday, then 
the public meeting {hall 
be on the next Monday. 

The grand lodge 
muft meet in fome con- 
venient place on St. 
John the evangelitt’s 
day, in every year, in 
order to proclaim the 
new, or recognize, the 
old grand matter, de- 
puty and grand war- 
den*. 

XXIII. If the prefect 
grand raster fhall edn- 
fent to continue a fe- 
cond year, then one of 
the grand lodge (depu- 
ted for that purpofe) 
fhall reprefent to all the 
brethren', his- worfhip’s 
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built a place of their 
own j but none but the 
members of the grand 
lodge are admitted with- 
in the doors during' the 
elections of grand offi- 
•cers. 

N. B. It is a general 
rule to ehufe the grand 
officers a confiderable 
time before St. John ' $ 
day. 1 


XXIII. Application 
fhall be made to the, 
grand matter, by the de- 
puty (or inch brother 
whom the grand lodge 
fhall appoint, in cafe of 
his failure) at leatt one 
month before St. John 
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•government, &c. and the evangelilt’s day, m 
turning to him, (hall in order to enquire whether 
the name of die grand his worfhipwill do the 
lodge, humbly requeft fraternity the great ho- 
•him todothc Frater- nour ( or kindnefs ) of 
nity the great honour continuing in his office 
(if nobly born, if.not, afecond year, or of no* 
the great Kindnefs) of ruinating his fuccefibr; 
continuing to be their and if his worfhip fhould 
grand-mafter for the 'at that time happen to 
year enfuing j and his be out of town, or the 
worfhip declaring . his perfon whom he (halt 
confent thereto (in what think proper to fucceed 
manner he thinks pro- him ; that then the le- 
per) the Grand Secre- cretary ihali write to ei- 
( tary (hall thrice pro- ther, or both. Concern- 
claim him aloud, ing the fame, the.copies 

GR AND - MASTER of which letters fball be 
of tranlcribed in the tranf- 

MASONS. adtion - book of the 
All the members of the grand lodge, as alfo die 
| grand lodge fhall falute anfwers received, 
him in due form, ac- 
cording to the ancient 
and laudable. cuftom of 
‘ free mafons. 

XXIV.. This 


XXIV. The 
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Old Reguhtions. New Regulations. 

XXIV. The prefent XXV. This is the ge. 
grand mailer lhall no- neral practice of grand 
minate his fucceffor for lodges, for they feldom 
the year enfuing j who, , or never difapprove the 
if unanimoully appro- choice, 
ved of by the grand 
lodge, and there prefent 
he lhall be proclaimed, 
faluted and congratula- 
ted, the new grand- 
mailer, as before hinted > 
and immediately in. 

Hailed by the lall grand 
mailer, according to an. 
cient * ufage. 

But if that nomi- There has been ndj 
nation is not unani- occalion for this old re-, 
moufly approved, the gulation in ourtime, the 
new grand mailer lhall grand lodge (as before) 
he cholen immediately having conllantly ap- 
by ballot, viz. every proved of the grand- 
mailer and warden mailer’s choice ; end my 
writing his man’s name, . Reafon for infertmg it 
* and is t 

M 


* This is a moft noble and grand Ceremony, but canndk 
be defcribod in Writing, nor enr known to any but Matter* 
Malone* 


sa . X in rir'A n 

Old Regulations, New Regulations. 

and the laft grand ma- is, leajl any Brother ac - 
fter writing his man’s quainted with the ofd 
name too, and the man ' ConJlitutions,Jhouldthmk 
whofe name the Iajft the ohtilting it a defeffi- 
grand mafter {hall firft on. 
take out cafually or by 
chance, thall be Grand 
Master of MASONS 
for the year enfuing: 

And if prefent. He {hall 

be proclaimed, faluted, 

and congratulated, as 

before hinted, and ' . 

forthwith inftalled by 

the laft grand mafter, 

* according to ufage. 



\ f « • was . nuuiy uuni, 'ana 

‘ uiffled, "{ball fet, 1 as "this pld regulation f %as 
fiis' lnherehi right,' ; ho- in 


’minate and appoint his ^^ur time, 
deputy grand mafter, - 
(either the laft or a new 

> -;W¥<Who' , TOrite'Oe J 

• volos nwea:: . : 

proclaimed, laluted and - 
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Old Regulations. 
congratulated in due 
form. 

2. The new grand 
mailer (hall alio no- 
minate his new grand 
wardens ; and, if u- 
nanimoufly approved by 
the grand lodge, they 
lhall alfo be forthwith 
proclaimed, faluted apd 
congratulated in due 
form. 


XXVI. That if the 

r .. - 

brother whom tjie pre- 
dent grand mailer lhall 
nominate for his luc- 
Ceflor, or whom the : 
grand lodge lhall choofe 
by ballot, as above) be 
out of town, and has 
returned his anfwer, 
that he will accept of 
the office of grand 
mailer 
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New Regulations. 

2. This old regulation 
has fometimes been 
foundinconvehent, there 
fore the grand lodge re- 
ferve to themfelves the 
eledtiori of grand-war- 
jdens j where any mem- 
ber has a right to nomi- 
nate one, and the two 
perfons who have the 
npajority of vo^es (ftill 
preferring due harmo- 
ny) are declared duly 
efedted. 

XXVf. The Proxy 
mull be either the laft 
or former grand mailer, 
or elfe a Very reputable 
brother. 

Nor is ‘the new de- 
puty, nor the ’grand- 
wardens, allowed prox- 
ies when appointed. 

XXVII. All 
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Old Regulations. • 
matter, he (hall be pro- 
claimed, as before in 
old regulation xxiii, 
and may be inttalled by 
proxy, which proxy 
mutt be the prefent or 
former grand matter, 
who fhall a<tt in his 
name, and receive the 
ufual honours, homage, 
and congratulations. 

XXVII. Every grand 
lodge has an inherent 
power and authority, to 
make new regulations, 
or to alter thefe for the 
real benefit of the anci-w 
cnt Fraternity, pro- 
vided always that the 
old land-marks be care- 
fully preferred, and that 
ttich new regulations 
and alterations be pro- 
. pofed and agreed to by 
the grand lodge, and 
that they be offered to 
the perufal of all the 


New Regulations. 


XXVH. All the alter- 
ations, or new regulati- 
ons above written, are 
only for amending or 
explaining the old re- 
gulations for the good 
of mafonry, without 
breaking in upon the 
ancient rules of the fra- 
ternity, ftill preferring 
the old land-marks and 
were , made at feveral 
times (as occafion otter- 
ed) by the grand lodge, 
who have an inherent 
power of amending 

what 
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Old Regulations. 
brethren in writing, 
whofe approbation and 
confent (or the majority 
thereof) is abfolutely 
neceflary to make the 
fame binding and obli- 
gatory j which mutt 
therefore, after the new 
grand matter is inftalled, 
be folemnly defired and 
obtained from the grand 
lodge, as it was for 
thefe old regulations by 
a great number of bre- 
thren. 


New Regulations 
what may be thought 
inconvenieht, and am- 
ple authority of mak- 
ing new regulations for 
the good of free-ma- 
fonry, which has not 
been dilputed j for the 
members of the grand 
lodge are truly the re- 
prefentatives of all the 
fraternity, according to 
old regulation X. 


The End of the old Regulations. 


NEW REGULATIONS. 

XXVIII. 1. That no Brothers be admitted 
into the grand lodge, but the immediate members 
thereof, viz. thefour prelent and all former grand 
officers, the treafurer and fecretary, the matters 
and wardens of all regular lodges, except a brother 
who is a petitioner, or a witnels in Ibme cafe, 
or one called in by motion. 

2, That at the third ttroke of the grand matter’s 
gavel, there £hdll be a general iilence and that 


I 
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he who breaks filence; without leave from the 
chair, (hall be publicly repremanded. . 

3. That under the fame penalty every brother 
fhaji keep his feat, and keep ttridt filence when- 
ever the grand matter and deputy {hall think fit 
to rife from the chair, and call To order. 

4. That in the grand lodge every member '{hall 
kjeep in his feat (according to the number of his 
lodge V and not move about from place to place 
during the communication, except the grand 
wardens, as having more immediately die care of 
the grand lodge. 

5. That no Brother is to {peak but once to die 
fame affair, unlefs to explain hhnfelf, or when 
called upon by the chair to {peak. 

6. Every one, that fpeaks {hall rife, and keep 
{landing, addreffing hhnfelf in a proper manner 
to the chair} nor (hall any prefume to interrupt 
him, under the afotefaid penalty; unleft the 
grand matter find him wandering front poi nt 
in hand, {hall think fit to reduce him to order; 
for died the faid fpeaker {hall fit dow.n: But, aftef 
he ha8 been fet right, he may again proceed if he 
pleafes. 

7. If in thp grand lodge any member is twice 
called to order at any one aflembly, for trangreffing 
thefe rule?, and is guilty of a third offence pf the' 

fcme 
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fame natuFe, the chair (hall peremptorily ondCr 
him to quit the lodge- room for that night. 

8.. That whoever (hall be fo rude as to hifs at 
Vmy brother, or it what another (ays or has faid, 
'he (hall be' forthwith folemnly excluded the com- 
'munication, and declared incapable of ever beirig 
a member of any grand lodge for the future, till 
another time he publicly owns his fault, and his 
tgraCe be granted. 

y. No Motion for a new regulation, or for the 
continuance' or alteration of an old one, (hall be 
made ’fill it be firft handed up in writing to the 
chair; and, after it has been perufed by the 
grand mailer, at lead about ten minutes, the 
, thing may be moved publickly, and then it (hall 
be audibly read by the fecretary ; and if he be 
ieconded, and thirded, it mull immediately be 
committed to the cotifideration of the whole 
afiembly,- that their fenfe Way be fully ' heard 
about it ; after whiph the rqueffionlhall be put, 
_ pro and con, 

to. -The opinion/ or votes of. the members are 
to be (ignified by holding up of hands; that is, 
one hand each member ; which uplifted Halids 
. thegrand » wardens are to count, Vinlefs the num- 
berof hands be (o ' unequal as to Vender the couht- 
ing them ufelcfs. | 

: "Nor (hould aiiy^ other kind - of divifion evef ‘be 
admitted among free-mafons. 
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In order to preferve harmony, it was thought 
necefiary to ufe counters and a balloting box when 
Occafion requires. 

The End of the New Regulations. 

My Son , forget not my law ; but let thine heart 
keep my Commandment s, 'and remove not the anci- 
ent’ Land Mark which thy fathers have fet 
Solomon. 

Though the foregoing are called new regula- 
tions, yet they are of many years Handing, and 
have been wrote at different times, by order of the 
whole community, as amendments or explanations 
of the old regulations ; for we are not to break in 
upon the ancient rules of the fraternity, as before 
mentioned in New Regulation XXVII. 

As my chief aim and defign in this underta- 
king is to acquaint my worthy brethren with the 
old and new regulations (and in'truth they are the 
mqft requiffte fubjedt concerning free-mafonry 
that can be' committed to Writing) I have added 
the following regulations of the committee lor 
charity, as they have been approved of and pradti- 
fed by the Grand Lodge of Ireland fince the 
Year 1738. i r . . - 

Alfo the regulations of the Steward’s lodge, or 
committee, for dharity, as they. have been appro-, 
ved of and pradtifed by the ancient York Mafons 
in England fince the/ Year 1751. 

THE 
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THE 


REGULATIONS 

FO R 

C H A R I T Y, 


As pradtifed in Ireland , and by York-mafons *’ in 
• England. 
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Dublin Regulations. London Regulations 


I. * * * hat the com- 
* * * mittee (hall be 
and confift of the 


J, * **ll pjrefent and 
**£ former grand 


officers, treasurer and fe- 


grand-mafter, the de- . ccetary,with the matters 
puty grand-mafter, and . of ten regular lodges, 
grand- wardens, and all who are fummoned and 
former obliged 

N 


* They are yalled Yoik-mafo»$, hecetfethe firft* grand 
lodge in England was congregated ,gtr York A.EX926 by 
pTyice- Edwin, who (at the fame time) purchafed a free char- 
ter from kina Athelftan. fertile ufe of the fraternity. 
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former grand officers ; obliged to attend in their 
the treafbrer and fecre- turns; the method is,five^ 
tary, with the mafter of the oldeft, and five of 
of every regular lodge the youngeft matters, are 
in the city of Dublin fummoned monthly to ’ 
for the time being. hear all petitions,i8cc.and 

to order fuch relief to be 
given to diftreffed bre- 
thren, as their neceffity 
may appear and pru- 
' dence may diredt. 

II. That all collections, H. This is punctually 
contributions, and other p ra dtifed here, 
charitable fum or fums of 
money, of whatnatureor 
kind foever, that (hall at 
any time be brought into 
the grand lodge, (hall be 
depofited in the hands of 
the treafurer, who is not 
f to dilburfe or expend the 

fame, or any part thereof, . 

onanyaccountwhatever, 
without an order from 
; the (aid committee which 
order (hall be figned by 

the . III. This 
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Dublin Regulation . 

the fecretary, or the 
grand officer or matter 
then preliding in the 
chair. 

III. That neither the 
fecretary or any other* 
perion whatever, (hall 
give or fign any order 
on the treafurer for any 
fum of money, until the 
fame be firft approved 
of by the majority of the 
committee then preferit, 
and entered into their 
tranfadtion-book toge- 
ther, with the name or 
names of the perfon or 
perfons to whom the 
feme is to be given. ' 

IV. That no anony- 
mous letter, petition, or 
recommendation, by or 
from any perfon, or on 
any account or pretence 

what- 
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London Regulations. 


III. This is likewife 
pradtifed here. 


IV. The fame ob- 
ferved here. 


V. Re- 
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whatfoever, be introdu- 
ced or read in this com- 
mittee. - 
% 

V. Thatat^y perfon 
who fhall petition the 
grand lodge, or this com- 
mittee for charity, fhall 
be known to be at leaft 
one whole year a con- 
tributing member to the 
fund thereof, and that 
no petition fhall be re- 
ceived or read in this 
committee, but what 
fhall be figned with the 
names of (at leaft) three 
of the members thereof ; 
and the merits of the pe- 
titioner be well vouched 
by them, or fqpie other 
worthy brethren, who 
fh*ll have ‘ perfonal 
knowledge thereof; and 
-that no perfon fhall pre- 
fer, or bring in, any pe- 
tition to this committee, 
’ but 
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V. Regifteredmafons, 
wHohave contributed for 
twelve months, and a 
member of a regular 
lodge daring that time, 
are .heard and ccJnfider- 
ed, &c. and fbjoumers, 
dr.travepmg nbafans are 
relieved (if certified) by 
private collediotts or out' 
of -the fiind. 

- AM petiribns 6r re- 
oonwnendations fhall be 
figned by the mafter or. 
warden of histone, and 
who fhall (if in town) 
attend the fteward’s 
lodge, to affert the truth 
of the petition. 

- Any brother may fend 
in a ‘petition or recom-r 
mendatiOn, but none are 
admitted to fit and hear 
the 
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die debates but the grand 


but one of the members 
who figns it, the peti- 
tioner alfo attending in 
perfon, except in cafes 
of fickndfs, lamenefsj or 
jfttpri&ihment. 


VI. That it (hall be the 
inherent power of this, 
committee, to difpofe of 
the fund laid in for cha- 
rity to charitable ufes,and 
no other(and that only to 
fuch perfons who fhafl 
appear by their petitions/ 
as aforefaid, to be defer- 
ring and in real want of 
charitable and brotherly 
afiiftance) not exceeding 
the fum of five pounds to 
any one perfon, or other* 
wife fupply them with a 
weekly 


officers, treafurer, and 
fecretary, and the . tea 
mafters fummoned for 
that purpofe. 

The petitioners alfo 
are to attend (if in or ad- 
jacent to London) except 
in cafes of ficknefs^ame- 
nefs, or imprifonment. 

. VI. This regulation is 
the pra&ise here, only 
with this alteration, viz. 
the Reward’s lodge have 
full power and authori- 
ty to give the petitioner 
more than five pounds, 
if it feems prudent to 
them. 


y. I. This 
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weekly Support, as they 
(hall judge moft necef- 
fary. 

VII. That no brother VII. This is left to- 
who has received afiift- the diferetion of the 
anceffomthiscommittee fteward’s lodge, 
of charity, (hall petition 
a fecond time, unleft 
iome new and well-at- 
tefted allegation appear. 


VIII. That no extrane- 
ous brother, that is not 
made in a regular lodge, 
but made in a clandes- 
tine manner, or only 
with a view to partake 
of this charity, nor any 
afiifting at (uch irregu- 
lar makings, (hall be 
qualified to receive any 
affiance therefrom. 

IX. That this commit* 
tee of charity may refolve 
itfelf into a committeeof 

the 


VIII. This regulation 
is ohferved by the York 
mafons, with this addi- 
tion, That the brothers, 
attefting the petition, 
(hall certify that the pe- 
titioner has been for- 
merly in a reputable or 
at leaft in tolerable cir- 
cumftances. 

IX. The ftewards 
lodge have full power 
apd authority to hear and 

de- 
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the grand lodge, at any 
time when they (hall 
have bufinefs from -the 
grand lodge laid before 
them, or drat the grand 
lodge (hall refer any cafe 
to them,when they have 
too much to do in one 
night ; and that the re- 
port of the faid commit- 
tee fhall be read in the 
grand lodge, and by 
them be approved of, 
before the lame be put 
in execution or practice. 

X. That it is the in- 
difpenfible right of the 
grand lodge, to order 
the committee to meet 
when they (hall judge it 
neceflary,who (hall then 
have power to adjourn 
themfelves from time to 
time, as bufinefs may re- 
quire, at any time be- 
tween the monthly meet- 
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determine all matters 
(concerningfree- mafbn- 
ry) that fhall be laid be- 
fore them, except mak- 
ing new regulations, 
which power is wholly 
inverted in the whole 
Community when met 
at their quarterly com- 
munication, where all 
the tranfadions of the 
flewards lodge fhall be 
audiblyreadbeforeallthe 
free-mafons then prefent. 


X. The flewards lodge 
meet on the third wed- 
nefday in each kalendar 
month, or fooner, if 
the grand lodge give 
orders for fo doing. 


ings 


XI. For 
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ings of the grand lodge, 
where all the proceeding 
bufinefs of the commit- 
tee -$>all be read over, 
in order to inform the 
grand lodge of the cha- 
rity expended, and to re- 
ceive their concurrence 
in any .matter that may 
be referred to them* 

XI. That when this 
committee is ordered to 
be affembled,andthereto 
duly fummoned,any ele- 
ven of them then meet- 
ing fhall be a quorum, 
and proceed upon bufi- 
nefs j and if any debate 
fhall happen to arife, 
the majority of votes then 
prefent (hail be decifive, 
always allowing the 
grand officer, or he that 


London Regulations* - 




XI. For th$ fpeedy 
relief, of difitrefied bre- 
thren,- &c. three of the 
t.en mafters fummoned 
for that purpofe ( with 
or without grand offi- 
cers) the (eerctaty and 
hooks always prefent, 
may. proceed to bufinefs, 
as prudence and brother- 
ly love jfhall direct 
them. 


fhall then prefide in the 
chair, two votes if occa- - 
fion require. 

fhe End of the "Dublin and London Regulations '. 
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COLLECTION 
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O F 


MASONS SONGS, &c. 

A 

In the old book of conftitutions the mailer's fong 
was of too great a length to be lung at one 
time, therefore the brethren never £ng more . 
than the following verfe and Chorus. 


I. The Grand Majkrs Song. 

T HUS mighty Eaftem kings, and fane 
Of Abram’% race,* and monarch* good 
Of Egypt, Syria, Greece and Rom, 

True ARCHiTscTVRK-undcrftood> 

O a N<* 


So3 • A Choice -C ollect wn .of 

No wonder then if mafons join. 

To celebrate thofe mafon kings ; * 

With folemn note and flowing wine, 

Whilft e’ery brother jointly fings. 

CHORUS... 

Who can unfold the Royal Ait, 

Or Ihew its feciets in a fong * 

They’re fafely kept in mafon's heart. 

And to the ancient lodge belong. 

To the King and the Craft , as Majier-Mafont. 

In the old book this Song was thought too long, 
therefore the following laft verle and chorus is 
thought fufficient. 

II. The Wardens Song . 

From hence forth ever fing. 

The' Craftfinan and the king, 

With poetry and mafick fweet, . 

Refound their harmony compleat 5 
And with geometry in fkilfol hand. 

Due homage pay. 

Without delay, . 

To the king and to our matter grand ; 

-He rules the.ffee-bOrirfons of art, 

. By love mid friend Ihip, hand and heart. 


MASONS SONGS. ioij 

CHORUS. 

Who can rehearfe the praife. 

In foft poetic lays j 

Or folid profe of mafons true. 

Whole art tranfcends the common view } 

Their fecrets ne’er to ftrangers yet expos'd, 
Referv’d lhall be. 

By Mafons free. 

And only to the ancient lodge difclos’d ; 

Becaufe they're kept in mafon’s heart. 

By brethren of the royal art. 

To all the kings , princes and potentates , that ever 
- propagated the royal excellent Art. 

III. The Fellow-Craft's Song. 

I. 

Hail mafonry ! thou draft divine ! 

Glory of earth, from heav’n reveal’d ! 

Which doth with jewels precious ihine. 
From all but mafons eyes conceal'd. 

Cbot. Thy praifes due who can rehearfe. 

In nervous prole or flowing verfe. 

II. 

. As men from brutes diftinguifh’d are, 

A mafon other men excels ; 

• For what’s in knowledge choice and rare. 
Within his breaft fecurely dwells. 

Chor. His fiient breaft and faithful heart, 

Preferve the fecrets of the art. 

, . r ■ • From 
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II. 

From fcdrthing heat and piercing cold. 

From beafts whole roar the foreft rends j 
From the affaults of warriors bold. 

The fhafons art mankind defends. 

Cbor. Be to this Art due honour paid. 

From which mankind receives fuch aid. 

IV. 

Eirfigns of date that feed our pride, 
Diftin&ions troublefome and vain ■, 

By mafons true are laid afide. 

Art’s free-born fons fuch toys difd^n. 

Cbor. Innobl‘d by the name they bear, 

Diftinguilh’d by the badge they wear. 

V. 

Sweet Fellowlhipfrom envy free, 

F riendly converfe of brotherhood, j 
The lodge’s lading cement be, 

Which has for Ages firmly flood. 

Cbor. A lodge thusboilt, for ages pad; 

Has laded, and dull ever lad. 

VL 

Then in our longs be judice done. 

To thole who have inrich’d the art * 

From Adam down until this tune. 

And let each brother bear a part. 

Cbor. ' Let noble malons healths go round. 

Their Praife in lofty lodge refound. 

To Ms Imperial Majefiy ( our Brother) Francis^ 
Emperor of Germany. 

IV. 7 be 
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IV. ^he Enter*# Prentices Song. 

I. 

Come let us prepare, 

We brothers that are, 

Affembled .on merry gccafion $ 

Let’s drink, laugh and fing. 

Our wine has a fpring, 

Here’s a health to an accepted mafon* 

«. 

The world is in pain. 

Our lecrets to gain. 

And ftill let them wonder and gaze on } 

Till they’re brought to the light. 

They’ll ne'er know the right 
\Vord or fign of an accepted mafim. 

V ' vt. 

*Tis this and’tis that, 

They cannot teH what. 

Why fo many great men of the nation. 

Should aprons put on, 

Tp make rhemfelvesone. 

With a free and an accepted maibn. 

IV. 

Great kings, dukes and lpfds, 

Ha^Uklby their fiaordi, s 

Our myffry to put a good grace on •, 

And thought thiemfelves fam’d. 

To hear themlelves nam’d, .. 

- tVith a free andean accepted mafon^ 

Anti- 
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V. 

Antiquity’s pride. 

We have on our fide. 

Which maketh men juft, in their ftation j 
There’s nought but what’s good. 

To be underftpod. 

By a free and an accepted mafon, 

VI. 

We’re true and fincere, . 

And juft to the.fair. 

They’ll truft us on any occafion i 
No mortal can more. 

The ladies adore, ' - 

Than a free and an accepted mafon.' 

VII. 

Then join hand in hand. 

By each brother firm ftand,.- 
Let’s be merry and put a bright face on : 

What mortal can boaft. 

So noble a toaft. 

As a free and an accepted mafon. 

[Thrice repeated in due form. J 


To all the Fraternity round the Qlote. 
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V. Tfo 'Deputy Grund-Majler’s Song: . 
if. B. The two laft Lines of'eafh Verfe is the Chorus, 

I. 

On on my dear Brethren, purfue your great Le&ure,’ 
And refine on the Rules of old Architecture •, 

High Honour to Maibns the Craft daily brings. 

To thofe Brothers of Princes and Fellows of Kings.! 

II. 

We’ve drove the rude Vandals and Goths off the Stagey 
Reviving the Arts of Augufius fam’d Age j 
Vefpajtan deftroy’d the vaft Temple in vain. 

Since fo many now rife in Great George’s ipild Reign,,’ 

HI. 

Of Wren and of Angedo t mark the great Names, ’ 
Immortal they live as the Tiber and Thames ; 

To Heav’n and themfelves they’ve fuch Monument^ 
rais’d. 

Recorded like Saints and like Saints they ait prais’d, 

IV. 

The five noble Orders compos’d with fuch Art, 

Will amaze the fix’d Eye arid engage the whole Heart | 
Proportion's dumb Harmony gracing the whole, 

Gives our Work, like the glorious Creation, a^SouL 

V. 

Theft Mailer and Brethren preferve your great Namej 
This Lodge fo majeftic will purchafe you Fame ; 
Rever’d .it (hall Hand till all Nature expire, 

£nd its Glories .ne’er fade till the World is on Fire; 

£ S® 
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VI. 

See, fee, behold here what rewards all our Toil, 
Enlivens our Genius and -bids Labour fmile ; 

To our noble Grand-Mafler let a Bumper be crown’d. 
To all Mafons a Bumper, fo let it go round. 

VII. 

Again my lov’d Brethren, again let it pals, • 

Out antient firm Union cements with the Glals } 

And all the Contentions ’mongft Mafons lhall be, ’ 
Who better can work or who bell: can agree. 


To the Right Wprjhipful the Grand-Mafter . 


VI. Grand-Warden's Song. 

I. 

,Let Mafonry be now my Theme, 

Throughout the Globe to fpread its Fame, 

And eternize each worthy Brother’s Name ; 

Your Praife lhall to the Skies refound, 

, In lafting Happinels abound. 

And with fweetUnion all your nobleDeeds be crown’d. 

[Repeat this laftLineJ 

CHORUS. 


^ Sing then my Mufe to Malon’s Glory, 

Vwyr {brev£r!diii-,Story • 

That all th* admiring World do noW adore ye. 


II. 

U> 

t Let Harmony divine infpire 
Your Souls with Love and gen’rous Fire, 

To copy wdl -wife Solomon your Sire j _ 

Know-. 

jA 4 ^ 
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Knowledge fublime (hall fill each heart, 

The Rales of G’ometry to impart. 

While Wifdom, Strength, and Beauty, crown the royal 
Art. 

: Chorus. Sing then my Mufe, 

III. 

Let antient Malons Healths go round, - 
In fwelling Cups all Cares be drown’d. 

And Hearts united ’mongft the Craft be found ; 

May everlafting Scenes of Joy, 

Our peaceful Hours of Rlife employ. 

Which Time’s all-conqu’ring Hand (hall ne’er de- 
ftroy. 

. - Chorus. Sing then my Mufe, &V. 

IV. 

My Brethren thus all Cares refign. 

Your Hearts let glow with Thoughts divine. 
And Veneration (how to Solomon’s Shrine j 
Our annual Tribute thus we’ll pay, 

. That late Pofterity (holiday. 

We’ve crown’d with Joy this happy, happy Day. 
Chorus. Sing then my Mufe, &c. 

To all the 'Nohle Lords , and Right W or (hipfid Brethren^ 
that have been Grand-Mafters. 

VII. The . Treafurer’s Song, 

Tune.] Near Come cool (hade. 

I. . 

Grant me kind Heav’n what I requeft. 

In Mafonry let me be bleft ; 

Direft me to that happy Place, 

Where Friendlhip fmiles in every Face ; 

” P 2r Where 
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Where Freedom and fwcet Innocence, 

Enlarge the Mind and cheers the SenJfe, 

n. 

Where fcepter’d Reafon from her Throne^ 
'Surveys the Lodge and makes us one • 

And Harmony's delightful Sway, • 

For ever (heds ambroffal Day j - 
Where we bled Ederfs Plealures tafte, 

.While balmy Joys are our Repaft. 

III. 

Our Lodge the facial Virtues grace. 

And Wifdorh’s Rules we fondly trace j 
Whole Nature open to our View, 

Points out the Paths we ffiQuldpurfue % 

Lft us fubfift in lading PCaCe, 

And may our Happinefs increafe. 

. ivJ 

No prying Eye can view us here. 

No Fool or Knave difturb our Cheer ; 

Our well-form’d Laws fet Mankind ftee. 

And give Relief to Mhhry > 

The Poor, oppiefs’d with Woe and Grief, . 
Gain, from our bounteous Hands, Relief, 

5 To all well difpofei vbaritable Mafons % 

VIII. The Secretary's Song . 

I, 

Ye Brethren of the.antient Craft, 

Ye fav’rite Sons of Fame j 
Let Bumpers cheerfully be quaff'd. 

To each good Mafan’s N^me j 

H a ppy» 
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Happy, long happy may he be. 

Who loves and honours Mafonry. 

With a fa , la, la , &e. 

II. 

In vain wou’d If Anvers with his Wit *, 

Our flow Refentment raife ; 

What he and all Mankind have writ, 

But celebrates our Praife : 

His Wit this only Truth imparts. 

That Mafons have firm faithful Hearts. 

III. 

Ye Britifh Fair, for Beauty fam’d. 

Your Slaves we wifli to be ; 

Let none for Charms like yours be nam’d. 

That loves not Mafonry ; 

This Maxim D ’ Anvers proves full well. 

That Mafons never kifs and tell.. 

IV. 

Free-Mafons ! no Offences give. 

Let Fame your Worth declare ; 

Within your Compafs wifely live. 

And a£t upon the Square ; 

May Peace and Friendfhip e’er abound. 

And every Mafbn’s Health go round. 

IX. Song 

* That thofe who hanged Captain Porteous, at Edinburgh, were all Free- 
Mafons, becaufe they kept their own Secrets. See the Craftfman of the 16th of 
April, Numb. 563. The Affair was thus, Captain Porteous having committed 
Murder, was tried, convicted, and ordered for Execution at Edinburgh ; bpt his 
Friends at Court prevailed on the Queen to reprieve him ; this gave Umbrage to 
the People, who aflembled in the Night, broke into (and took him out of) the 
Pfifon, from thence to the Place- of Execution, ordered him to kneel down, 
which was alfo dene by the whole Company, who joined him in Prayers for a 
confiderable Time, and then all of them laid hold on the rope and hawled him 
up as they do on board a Man of War. It is rerparkable that they all wore 
white leather aprons, which (by the by) is a eertain Proof that they were not 
Erce-mafopi, 
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«• 

Onyou who MaTon^, *L 

This Coun/eJ I bellow ; ’ 

AS^ te > ,T >' oua «*ife 
Youi y ° Ud0 "’ t 

^°u«rel TO you banter b • . 

You lhew your S D Wn k “ ; 

* A & c ut no - 7 ou . r Wit, 

W c w m r°" rfd,t,ta ^ 

wt^To p :fr a ^ th » fe ^ ' 

If Union and Sincerity” 1 ' 

W fg™ “ Pr '?“ “ P'«6 ; 

W.-jtffly ^ ee ' n,af 0 " , r. 

To Scare-Dilb[itts to : 

.Our Mono Frienfh™ cr g,ve bfrth » 

e IV 
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We love our country and our king ; 

We toaft the ladies, laugh and fing ; 

With a fa, la, la, c. 

Jo the Worjhipful gtand wardens < . 

X. SONG. 


I. 

By mafon’s art th’ afpiring domesj 
In ftately columns fhall arife ; 

All climates are their native homes. 

Their well-judg’d actions reach the skies j 
Heroes and kings revere their name. 

While poets ling their lafting fame. 

II.. 

Great, noble, gen’rous, good and braye. 
Are titles they moft juftly claim ; 

Their deeds fhall live beyond the grave. 
Which thofe unborn fhall loud proclaim 5 
Time fhall their glorious a£ts enroll. 

While love andfriendfhip charm the IguL 

To the perpetual Honour oj Fret* Mafons, 


XI. S O N G. 


« r 

As I at Wheeler** lodge one nighty 
Kept Bacchus company ; 

Fpr Bacchus is a mafon bright. 

And of all lodges free. 
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• 0. 

Said I great "Bacchus is a-dry. 

Pray give the god fome wine \ 

’Jove io a fury did reply, 

0£tober*s as divine. 

III. 

It makes us mafons more compleat. 

Adds to our fancy wings ; 

Makes us chappy and as great. 

As mighty lords and kings. 

To the nutters and wardens of all regular lodges 

. XII. SONG. 


• I. . 

Some folks have with curious impertinence drove. 
From free-mafons hoforas their fecrets to move. 

I’ll tell'.them in vain their endeavours muftpeove* 
Which nobody can deny, ,&?c. 

. ‘ «. 

Of that happy fecret when we are poflefs’d, 
Our.-jwngues .saTt't explain What is lodg'd .in out! 
breads. 

For the blefling’s fogreat it, can neler- be exprefs’d, 
Which nobody can deny, ids. 




III. 

By fiiendlhip?s'fl*i£t-tips we brothers are join’d, 
With mirth in each heart and content in each mind, 
And this is a difficult fecret to find. 

Which nobody can-deny, £s?c, 

! — < 


”3 
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IV. 

Biit you who would fain our grand fecret expo fe, 
One tiring beft conceal’d to the world you difclofc. 
Much folly in blaming what none pf you knows. 
Which nobody can deny, &c. 

V. 

Truth, charity, jultice, bur principles are. 

What one doth poflefs the other may lhare, 

AIL thefe in the world are fecrets mbit rare. 

Which nobody can deny. See. , 

VI. 

While then we are met' the world’s wonder and boaltj 
And all do enjoy what pleafes each molt. 

I’ll give you the belt and molt glorious toalh 
Which nobody can deny, &c. 

YIL 

Here’s a health to the gen’rous, brave and the good,; 
To all thofe who think and who aft as they Ihould, 
In all this the free-malon’s health’s uhderltood. 
Which nobody can deny, &c. 

To all true and faithful brethren, &c. 

Xin SON G. 

Tune , Oh Polly you might have toy’d nod Jofs’dj 
I. . 

You people who laugh at mafons draw near. 

Give eaf to my long without any Iheer * 

And if you’ll have patience youfoon thall fee* . 
What a noble art is ma&nry. 

Q.. . . Thcre^ 
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II. ' 

There’s none but an Atheift can ever deny, 

But that this great art carrte firft from on high j 
The almighty God here I’ll prove for to be. 

The firft great mafter of mafonry. 

m. 

He took up his compafs with mafterly hand. 

He ftretch’d out his rule and he meafur’d the land * 

He laid the foundation o’th’ earth and the fea. 

By his known rules of mafonry. 

IV. 

Qur firft father Adam , deny it who can, 

A mafon was made as foon as a man ; 

And a fig-leaf apron at firit wore he. 

In 'token of his love to mafonry, % 

■ V. 

The principal law our lodge does approve. 

Is that we Ihou’d live in brotherly-love j 
Thus Cain was banifti’d by heav’ns decree, 

For breaking the rules of mafonry. 

VI. 

The temple that wife king Solomon rais'd. 

For beauty, for order, for elegance prais’d j 
To what did it owe its elegancy ? 

To the juft form’d rules of mafonry. 

VH. 

But fhou’d I pretend in this humble verle. 

The merits of free-malbns arts to rehearfe j 
Yews yet to come too little wou’d be. 

To fing all the praifes of mafonry. 

Then 
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VIII. 

Then hoping I’ve not detain’d you too long, 

I here ihall take leave to finifh my long ; 

Health to the mailer and thole that are free. 

That live to the rules of mafonry. 

To all the free-born fons of the antient and honourable 

CRAFT. 

XIV. SONG. 

I. 

We have no idle prating. 

Of either whig or tory } 

But each agrees, ( 

To live at eafe. 

And fing or tell a ftory. 

CHORUS , 

Fill to him. 

To the brim. 

Let it round the table rowl j 
The divine, 

. Tells you wine, 4 

Cheers the body and the foul, 

II. 

We’re always men of pleafure, 

Deipifing pride and party ; 

While knaves and fools, 

Prefcribe us rules. 

We are fincere and hearty. 

Chor. Fill to him, &c. 

CL* „ . . is 
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III. 

If an. accepted mafon, 

Shou’d talk of high or low church ; 

We’ll fet him down, 

1 A lhallow crown. 

And underftand him no church. 

Chor. Fill to him, &c. 

IV. 

The world is all in darknefs. 

About us they conjecture 
But little think, • 

A fong and drink. 

Succeeds the mafons IeCture. 

Chor. Fill to him, &c. 

• V. 

Then landlord bring a hogihead. 

And in a corner place it $, 

Till it rebound, 

Wjtth holl&wfourtd. 

Each mafon here will face it. 

Chor. Fill to him, &c: 

1T<J the meijiqfy of him who firji planted a vine. 

XV. SON G. 

%une. Young Damon once the happy Twain. 

A mafpn’s daughter fair and youAg, 

The pride of all the virgin throng,. 

Thus to her lover laid ; 

Tho’ Damon J your flame approve. 

Your actions praife, your perfoa love, 

Yet ftill i’Jfl live a m>id. 

...... None . 


??7 
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II. 

None (hall untie my virgin zone, 

But one to whom the fecret’s known, 

Of fam’d free-malbnry ; 

In which the great and good combine, 

To raife with generous dclign, 

Man to felicity. 

III. 

The lodge excludes the fop and fool; 

The plodding knave and party- tool. 

That liberty wou’d fell ; 

The noble, faithful, and the brave. 

No golden charms can e’er deceive^ 

In flavery to dwell. 

IV. 

This faid he bow’d and went away, 

Apply’d was made without delay. 

Return’d to her again ; ’ 

The fair-one granted his requeft. 

Connubial joys their days have blefl^ 

And may they e’er remain. 

To mafons and to mqjbns bairns., 

And i women with both wit and charms , 

That love to lip in mafon's arms . 

XVI. SONG. 

I. 

A health to our fillers let us drink ; 

For why Ihou’d not they, 

Be remember’d I pray. 

When of us they fo often do think. 

When of us they fo often do think, 

T* 
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II. 

*Tis they give the chiefeft delight ■, 

Tho’ wine cheers the mind. 

And mafonry’s kind, 

Thefe keep us in tranfport all night, 

Thefe keep us in tranfport all night. 

So all the female friends of free-mafons. 
XVII. SONG. . 

‘Tune. The merry ton’d horn. 

I. 

Sing to the honour of thole. 

Who bafenefs and error oppofe ; 

Who from fages and magi of old, 
iiave got fecrets which none can unfold j 
Whilft thro’ life’s fwift career. 

With mirth and good cheer, 

/ We’re revelling. 

And levelling 
The monarch, till He - 
Says our joys far tranfcend 
What on thrones do attend. 

Arid thinks it a glory, like us, to be free 

II. 

The wifeft of kings pav’d the way. 
And his precepts we keep to this day 
The moll glorious of templfcs gave name 
To free-malbns, who (till keep the fame 
Tho' no prince did arife, 

, . So great and fo wife \ 
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Yet in falling. 

Our calling 

Still bore high applaule. 

And tho’ darknefs o*er-run,' 

The face of the fun,' 

We, diamond-like, blaz’d to illumine the caufe. 
To him that JirJi the work began t &c. 

XVIII. 'SONG. 

I. 

Hail fecret art ! by heav’n defign’d 
To cultivate and cheer the mind •» 

Thy fecrets are to all unknown,, 

But mafons juft arid true alone. 

But mafons juft and true alone. 

CHORUS. ) 

Then let us all their praifes ling. 

Fellows to peafant, prince, or king. 

Fellows to peafant, prince, or king. 

II. 

From Weft fo eaft we take our way. 

To meet the bright approaching day 5 
That we to Work may go iri time. 

And up the facred ladder clime. 

- And up the, &c. 

Chor. Then let us all, &c. 

III. 

Bright rays of glory did inlpire. 

Our matter great who came from Tyre j 

Still 
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StHl facred hiftory keeps his name; 

. Who did the glorious temple frame?; 

Who did, &c. 

Chor. 1 hen let us, &c; 

IV. 

The noble art divinely rear’d 
Uprightly built upon the fquare i 
Encompais’d by the powers divine; 

Shall ftand until the end of time; 

Shall ftand, &c. 

Chor. Then let us all, &c. 

V. 

No human eye thy beauties fee* 

But mafons truly juft arid free ; 

Infpir’d by each heav’nly lpark, 

Whilft Cowans labour in the dark; 

Chor. Then let us all, &t. 

f o the memory of the Tyrian artift , &c; 

XIX. SONG. 

To the tune of the Enter’d -’Prenti ce^ 

*• 

Come are you prepar’d. 

Your fcaffolds well rear’d 
Bring mortar and temper it purely; 

*Tis all fafe I hope. 

Well brac’d with each rope,- 
Your ledjgers and putlocks fecurely. 
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II. 

Then next your bricks bring, 

It it tinie to begin, 

For the fun with its fays is adorning $ 

The day‘s fair and dear. 

No rain you need fear, 

• " *Tis a charming, lovely, fine morning. 

III. 

Pray where are your tools. 

Your line and plumb-rules. . 

Each man to his work let him iland boys.' 

Wdrk fdlid and furt* 

Upright and fecure. 

And your building be fure will be ftrong boys. 
IV. 

Pray make nd miftake. 

But true your joints break. 

And take care that you follow your leaders j 
Work, rake, back, and tueth. 

And make your work finooth. 

And be fure that you fill up your headers. 

*to the memory ^ Vitruvius, Angelo, Wren, and 
other tiobk arttfts, &c. 

XX. SON G. 

Tune. On, oh my dear Brethren, 

I. 

The curious vulgar could never devile, 

What Jocial free-mafons fo highly dp prize j 
No human conje&Ure, no ftudy in Schools, 

5o$h fruidefs attempts are the a^ons of fools. 

X ^ Sub* 
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, r . « ; 

H. - 

Sublime are our maxims, our plan from above 
Old as the creation cemented with love j 
To promote aU the virtues adorning man’s- life. 
Subduing our pafiions, preventing all ftrife, 

hi.: 

Purfue my dear brethren, embrace with jjreat. oare, 

A fyftem adapted our a&ions to fquare ; 

Whofe Origin cleady appeareth divine, • 

Obferve how its precepts to virtue incline. 

’ iv, • : 

The fecrets of nature king Soiomn knew. 

The names of all trees in the foreft that grew $ 
Archite&urehis ftudy, frce-mafons foie guide, 

Thus fihifh’d his temple, antiquity’s pride. 

V. 

True ancient ff£e-mafans our arts did conceal, 

Thejr hearts wer? hncere and not prone to nevdal i 
Here’s the widow fon’s mcm’jry,th<u: mighty great fage, 
Who (kilfuUy handledplttmb, level, and gage. 

. ; : VI. . ' :. .' • 

Toaft next our grand-mafter of noble repute^ . 

No brother prefucning his 'laws to dHpute ; 

No difcord, no faction,' our lodge ihall divide ; 

Here truth, love, and friendfhip, -nrrnft always abided 

. ’ . VII. 

Ceafe, ceafe ye vaitT rebels; your country’s' difgrace | 
To ravage like Jfandals , put arts to deface .; 

Learn, hoyr'fogfcfty lpyaj, Odr king to defend, 

And live like jfree-inafons, your lives to amend* 

* r * , C ‘ 

* ,i 5 . <; 
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XXL SONG. 

To the foregoing tune. 

I. 

Wte brethren free-mafisns, let’s mark the .great names 
Moll ancient and loyal, recorded by fame : 

In unity met, let us merrily fing *, 

The life of a mafon’s like that of a king, 

II. 

No difcord, no envy, amongft- us-fhalfbe. 

No confufion of tongues, but let’s all agree t 
Not like building of Babel, confound one another s 
But fill up your glaffes, and drink to each brother. 

III. 

A tower they wanted to lead them to blils, 

I hope there’s no brother but knows what it is $ 

Three principal fteps in our ladder there be, 

A myft’ry to all but thofe that are free. 

IV. 

Let the ftrength of our reafon keep th’ fquare of our heart. 
And virtue adorn ev’ry man in his part s’. 

The name of a Cowan we’ll not ridicule. 

But pity his folly and count him a fool. 

■ V. . 

Let’s: lead a good life whilft power we have. 

And when that our bodies are laid in the grave, 

We hope with good confidence to heav’n to climb. 
And give Peter the pafs-word, the token and flgn. 

R 2 . Sain$ 
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VI. 

Saint Peter he opens and fo we pafs in, 

To a place that’s prepared for all thofe free from Eft ; 
To that heav’nly lodge which is tyl’d molt fecure, 

A place that’s prepar’d for all mafons that’s pure. 

To all pure arid upright mafons. 

XXIJ. SONG. 

T vine. What tho-’ they call me country lafs. 

I. 

What .thb’ thfty- call us malpn-foob, ' . ; 

We prove, by g’ometry, our rules 
Surpafs the arts they teach in fchools. 

They charge’ us falfely then ; 

. We make it plainly to appear. 

By our behaviour every where. 

That when - yoti meet with mafons there, 

- Y ou meet with gentlemen. 

II. 

• *Tis< true we once have charged been. 

With difobedience to our queen 
€ . . . But after monarchs plain have feeh. 

The fee rets' fhe bad fought : 

We 

* Queen Elizabeth heating the mafons had certain fetrets that could not be 
revealed to her (for that air could not be grand-matter) end being jealous of if! 
ficret aflemblirs, &c. foe fent an armed force to break up- their annual grand 
lodge at York, on St. Johp’s day, the 27th of December, 1561. Sir Thomas 
$sckville (then grand -matter) inftead of b^ing ** fuch ui^exgedted 

rittr, gallantly told the officers, (bat nothing could give him greater pJcrfire 
than feeing, them jo the grand lodge, as it would give him an opportunity of 
convincing them, that free-mafonry was ’the mott ufeful fyftem mat ever was 
founded on divine and moral laws — , The confeqoence of bis arguments 

wer? that he made the chief men free-mafons, who (on their 'fdturn) made ah 
honourable tp.thR gueen, fo that fhe never more attempted to di dodge ff 
djtturb/hem, but etteemed them as a peculiar fort of men,* that cultivated peace 
fU&frfondfhip, arts and feienoes, witit$ut,$edling in the affairs of church or 
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We Iptch no plots agajnft the ftate, 

Nor v gainft great men in pow’r prate, 

Put all that's riobk, good,* and great. 

Is daily. l?y us taught. . . . ■ 

in. . ' 7 •; 

7'hefe - noble ftru&ures which we fee r ' 

Rais’d by our fam'd fociety, 

Surprife the world } then mall hot w6 ? 

Give praife to m^fonry : 

Let thofc who do delpifethe art. 

Live in a cave or fome dcfiut. 

To hpard with beafts, from men apart. 

For their ftupidity. :• 

IV. 

But view thoie favage nations,, where 
Free-mafonry did ne’er appear. 

What ftranfce’upblilffd brutes they. are 3 
Then think on mafonry. 

It makes us courteous men alway, 

Gen’rgus, hofpitabk, and gay. 

What other art the like can fay ■, 

Then a health to mafons free. 

frojperity to the moji aqpieptand mofi honourable Crafty 

XXIII. S p N <?. 

t, . . 

Glorious craft which fires the mibd. 

With fweet harmony aqd love ; 

Surely thou wer*t firft defign’d, 

A fore-tafte of the Joys above. 

n. 

Rleafures always on thee wait, 

Thou reformed Adam\ race •, 


Strength 


3*4 
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Strength and beauty in the? meet* 
Wifdonl’s radiant in thy face.' 

. m. 

Arts and virtues -now combine, 
Friendfhip taifes'chearful mirth; 
All united to refine, 

Man from’? gruffer part of earth, 

c • '• 

• IV. 

Stately temples how arife. 

And on lofty columns Hand y 
^Mighty domes attempt the Ikies ; • 
To adorn this happy land. 

Ta the ficret imd flint , &c, 

; . XXIV. S O N G. 

•• • I. • - '■ r '- 

Let malicious people cenfore, • 
They’re not worth a-mafon’s anfwer ; 
While *we drink and fihg. 

With no conference- firing-; 

Let their evil genius . plague ’em; 

And for Mollies dpvjj take ’em ; 

We’ll be free and merry, 

• Drink port and fherry ; 

Till the ftars at midnight fiiine, 

And our eyes with them combine j 

The dark night to banifh. 

Thus we will replenish 
Nature, whilft. the glaffea % . 

With the bottle paffe* : . 




Brothet 


Brother mafon free, 

Here’s to thee, to thee ; 

And let it run the table round. 

While envy does the mafons foes confound,' 

To all mafons who walk the line , &c, 

XXV. SONG. 

> . L 

Come, come my brethren deaf, . 

Now we’re aflemhled here. 

Exalt your voices dear, < - 

With harmony ; 

Here’s none ftiall be admitted in. 

Were he a lprd, a duke, or king, 
He’stounted but ah .empty thing. 
Except he’s Free. 

CHORUS. 

Let ev*ry man take glafs in hand," 

Drink bumperntoour matter grand,' 

As long as he can fit or ftand, 

Withdeceney v - 

II. 

By our arts \fe*prove. 

Emblems. of {rufh andlovr,' j 
Types given from above. 

To thofe-tfiat are-free^ . 
There’s ne’er a king that fills a throne; 
Will ever be afhamed mown, \ . 
Thofe -fecrets ta the wt^unknow%’ 
But fuchaf we. . . 

Chor. Let r t : J 
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II. 

Now ladies try your arts. 

To gain us men of parts, 

Who bell can charm your hearts, 
Becaufe we’re free.}.. 

Take us, try us, and you'll find. 

We’re true, loving^ juft, and kind; 

And taught to pleafe a lady's mind. 

By maibnry. 

Chor. Let ev’ry man, See. 

* GRAND CHORUS. 
God blels king George long may he reign. 
To curb the pride of foes that’s vain. 

And with his conq’ring fword maifitaity 
Free-mafonry. 

To the kings good health ; 

The nation's •wealth } 

The prince God blefs y 
The feet fuccefs j 
The lodge jio lefs. 

XXVI. SONG. 

3 uue. The Fairy Elves. 

I. 

Come follow, follow rpe, 

Xc jovial tnafons free > 

Come follow all the rules. 

That e’er was taught in fchools. 

By Solomon , that mafon king, 

, Who honour to $he ortft did bring. 
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n. 

He’s juftly call’d the wife, 

* His fame doth reach the Ikies • 

He flood upon the fquare. 

And did the temple rear ; 

With true level, plumb, and gage. 

He prov’d the wonder of the age. 

IIL 

The mighty'mafon lords. 

Stood firmly to their words ; 

They had it in efleem, V 

■ For which they’re juftly deem’d j 
Why fhou’d not their example prove* 

Our prcfent craft to live in love. 

IV. 

The royal art and word. 

Is kept upon record ; 

In upright hearts and pure. 

While fun and moon endure j 
Not written but indented on. 

The heart of e’ery arch-mafon. 

V. 

And as for Hiram ' s art. 

We need not to impart : 

The fcripture plainly fhews, 

F rom whence his knowledge flows i 
His genius was fo much refin’d, •- 
His peer he has not left behind, 

VI 

Then let not any one. 

Forget the widow’s fon j 

S ,, But 
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But toaft his memory. 

In glafles charg’d full high ) 

And when opr proper time i$ come, 

Like brethren part, and fo go home. ' 

To him that did the temple rear , &c, - 

3&VII. 5 O N G. 

t 

4? With plumb, level, and fquare, to work let’s prepare, 
And join in a fweet harmony-, 

’ Let’s fill up each glafs, and around let it pafs, 

To all honeft men that are free, 

To all honeft men that are free. 

CHORUS. 

Then a fig for all thofe, who are free-mafons foes. 

Our fecrets we’ll never impart i 
But in unity we’U always agree* 

And chorus it, profper our art, profper our art. 
And chorus it, prolper our art. 

?I. ‘ ; 

When we’re properly cjoathed, tfje matter difclofes 
The fecrets that lodg’d in hjs breaft ; 

Thus weftand by thecaufe, thatdeferves great a^plaufe. 
In which we arc happily bleft. 

In which, &c. 

Chor. Then a fig for all thofe, &c. 


Th« 
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m. 

‘The bible’s our guide, and by that we’ll abide, 

\Vhich fhews that our aitions are pure ; 

The compafs and fquare, are emblems raoft rare j 
Of juftice our cauf? to infure, 

Of juflace, Ac. " ' 

Chor. Then a ' fig for all thole? &<5» • 

IV * . ' 

The Cowan play ftrive, nay plot' and tOntrive, .. 

To find out our great myftery j . * ' „ 

The inquifitive wife, may in vain fpend her life, 

For (till we’ll be horieft and free. ; 

For flail, &c, 

Chor. Then a fig for all tho&, &<v~ ' ' 

Yi 

• True brotherly love, we. always approve, 

Which makes us all. mortals excel j 
Jf a knave {hou)d by chance, to this, grandeur advance,’ 
That villain we’U ftraightway expel, 

That villain, &c. 

Chor. J hen a fig, &c. 

MU. 

Our lodge that’s lb pure, to the end will endure, 

In virtue and true fecrecy ? 

Then let’s toaft a good health, with honour and wealtly 
To attend the bleft hands made us free, 

To attend, &?. . - • 

Chor, Then a fig for all thole, 

Tp each true and faithful hearty 
That fill preferves the fecret art f 

Sz . ’ XXVIlt Son* 
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xxvni. SONG. 


I. 

King Solomon, that wife procedure. 

In maibrry took great delight s 
And Hiram, that great architedor, 
Whofe adions flail' ever fhine blight : 
From the heart.of a true honeft mafon. 
There’s none can the fecret remove j 
Our maxims are juftice, morality," . 
Friendlhip, and brotherly love. 

Fa, la, la, &e. 

it 

We meet like true friends on the fijuarej 
And part on a level that’s fair ; 

Alike we refped king and beggar. 
Provided- they’re juft and fincere ; 

We fcom an ungenerous adion. 

None can with free-mafons compare jj 
We love for to live within compafs. 

By rules- that are honed and fair. 

Fa, 1^, la, &c. . 

in. 

Succefs to all accepted mafons. 

There’s none can their honour puli down j, 
Fore’er fince the glorious creation, 

Thcfe brave Men were held in renown ; 
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When Adam was king of all nations* 
He form'd a plan with all fpeed ; 
And foon made a fweet habitation. 
For him and his companion Eve. 
Fa, la, la. See. 


IV. 

We exclude all talkative fellows. 

That will babble and prate paft their wit ; 

They rie’et ftiall come into our fecret. 

For they're neither worthy nor fit : 

But the perfons that’s well recommended. 

And we find them honeft and true ; 

When our lodge is Well tyl’d we’ll prepare 'emj 
Like maionsour work we’ll purfue. 

Fa, la, la, &c. . 


V. * . 

There’s fome fooliih people rge& us. 

For which they’re highly to blame j 
They cannot Ihew any objection, , , 

Or reafon for doing the fame : 

The art’s a divine iofpiration. 

As all honeft men will declare $ 

So here's to all true-hearted brothers,’ 

That live within compaft and f^uare. 

Fa, la, la, &e. 

To all thofe who Ihe •within compafs and fquarE ' 


XXIX. Soner 
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By brother R ■ - ■ >».- P ■ Efij; 

7* By I’ll be free. 

V 

Of all inftitutions to form well the mind, 

, And make us to every virtue inclin’d ; 

None can with the craft, of free-mafons compare. 

Nor teach us fo truly our actions to fquare ; 

For it was ordain’d by our founder’s decree, ’ 

Xhat we Ihouki be loyal, be loving, and free, - 

; be loving, and free, -&c, 

i ” ' • • " • •••' 

II. •• • • • 

We in harmony, friendlhip, and unity meet, 

And every brother moft lovingly greet; 

And, when we fee one: in <Kft refs, ftill impart *' 

Some comfort to cheer . and eriliveti his heart ; • 

Thus we always live and for ever agree, 

RefolVed to be loyal, moft loving, and free, 

moft loving and free, &c*' 

III. 

By points c*f good feUowihjp.we ftijl accord, 

Obferving each brother’s true fign, -grip; and word ; 
Whioh from our Great Architect was handed down. 
And ne’er will to any but tnafons be - known •, 

Then here’s to our brethren of every degree,- 
Who always are loyal, are loving, and free, 

are loving, and free, 6fc. 

Thus 
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IV. 

Thus we interchangeably hold one another. 

To let mankind fee how we are link’d to each brothers 
No monarch that fecret knot can untie. 

Nor can prying mortals the reafon know why ; 

For oyr hearts, like our hands, ftill united fhall be j 
.Still fecret, ftill loyal, ftill loving, and free, 

ftill loving and free, &c. 

To all free foetal mafons } $cc, 

XXX. Song to the foregoing tune ; 

By brother B d Cl ke, 

Magna eft veritas et prasvalebit. 

I. 

* To the fcience that virtue and art do maintain, 

Tet the rrtufe pay her tribute in foft gliding ftrain j 
Thole myftic perfections lo fond to diljplay. 

As far as allowed to poetical lay ; 

Eachprofelfion and clafs of mankind mull: agree. 

That mafons alone are the men who are free, 

the men who are free, &c. 

n. 

Their origin they with great honour can trace. 

From the Sons of religion and lingular grace } 

Great Hiram and Solomon * virtue to prove. 

Made this the grand fecret of friendlhip and loves 
Each profeUion and clafi of mankind mull; agree. 

That mafons, of all men, are certainly free, &c. 

arc certainly free, &c. 

The 
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HL 

The fmart and the beau, the coquet and the prude 
The dull and the comic, the heavy and rude ; 

In vain may enquire, then free, and defpife 
An art that’s ftill fecret ’gainft all they devife j 
Each profeffion and dais of mankind muft agree. 
That mafons, tho’ fecret, are loyal and free, 

are loyal and free, &c. 

IV. 

Commit it to thoufands of different mind. 

And this golden precept you’ll certainly find ; 

Jior intereft nor terror can make them reveal. 
Without juft admittance, what they ihould conceal j 
Each profeffion and clafs of mankind muft agree. 
That mafons alone are both fecret and free, 

both fecret and free, &c. 

V. 

Fair virtue and friendffiip, religion and love. 

The motive of this noble fcience dill prove i 
*Tis the lock and key of the moft godly rules, 

And not to be trufted to knaves or to fools •, 

Each profeffion and clafs of mankind muft agree. 
That antient free-mafons are fteady and free, 

are fteady and free, &c. 

VI. 

Th* Ifr’lites diftinguiih’d their friends from their foes. 
By figns and characters ; then fay why ihould thofe 
Of vice and unbelief be permitted to pry. 

Into fecrets that mafons alone Ihould defery ; 

Each profeffion and clafs of mankind muft agree. 

That mafons, of all men, are fecret and free, 

are fecret and free, &c. 
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VIT. 

The dunce he imagines, that ieience and art 
Depend on fomd compact or magical part ; 

Thus men are fo fttipid, to think that the caufe 
Of our conftitutidn’s againft diyine laws ; 

Each profeflion and clafs of mankind rriuft agree. 
That nylons are jovial, religious, and free, 

religious, and free, &c. 

VIII: 

Pulh about the brifk bowl, let it circl’ingpais ; 

Let each chofen brother lay hold' oh his' glafs, 

And drink to the 'heart that will always conceal, 

And the tongue that ourfecrets will 1 ne’er reveal 5 
Each profeflion and clals of mankind muft agree. 
That the Ions of old Hiram are certainly free, 

are certainly free, &?c. 

To fbe innocent and faithful crafts , &c. 

XXXI. S O N G. 

By Brother — ■ C ■. 

7 me. Rule Britannia, &c. 

I. 

"When earth’s foundation firft was laid. 

By the Almighty artift’s Hand ; 

It was then our perfect, • our perfect laws were made, 
Eftablilh’d by his ftridt command. 

Hail ! myfterious hail 1 glorious maionry, 

That- makes us ever great and free. 

T As 
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n. 

As man throughout for fhelter fought. 

In vain from place to place did roam ; 

Until from heaven, from heaven he was taught. 

To plan, to build, and fix his home. 

Hail ! myfterious, &c. 

III. 

Hence illuftrious rofe our art. 

And now in beauteous piles appear ; 

Which' fhall to endlefs, to endlefs time impart. 

How worthy and how great we are. 

Hail! myfterious, &c. 

IV. 

Nor we lefs fam’d for ev’ry tie. 

By which the human thought is bound ; 

Love, truth, and friendfhip, and friendfhip facially. 
Doth join our hearts and hands around. 

Hail! myfterious, &c. 


V. 

Our a&ions ftill by virtue bleft. 

And to our precepts ever true ; 

The world admiring, admiring fhall requeft 
To learn, and our bright paths purfue. 

Hail! myfterious, &c. 

To all true majons and upright , 

Who Jaw the eajl •where rofe the light. 

xxxn. Song 
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1 

XXXII. S O N G. 

I. 

Come boys let us more liquor ge^ 

Since jovially we are all met, 

Since jovially. &c. 

Hoe none will difagree ; 

Let’s drink and ling, and all combine. 

In fongs to praife that art divine. 

In longs, Sec. 

That’s call’d free-malonry. 

II. 

True knowledge feated in the head. 

Do teach us mafons how to tread. 

Do teach, &c, 

The paths we ought to go * . 

By which we ever friends create. 

Drown care and ftrife, and all debate. 

Drown care, &£. 

Count none but fools our foe. 

III. 

Here forrow knows not how to weep, 

And watchful grief is lull'd afleep. 

And watchful, &c. 

In our lodge we know no care j 
Join hand in hand before we part. 

Each brother take his glafs with heart. 

Each brother, &c 
And toaft Ibme charming' fair; 

T 2 
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IV. 

Hear me ye gods, and whilft I liwe 
Good maions and gQod liquor give. 

Good £cc. 

Then always happy me ; 

Likewife a gentle ihe I crave, 

Until I’m fummqa’d t9 jipy gafi^e , . 

But I’ga &c. 

Adieu my Iqcjge aqd ihe. 

*To each charming Fair and faithful Jhe, 
, *Ihat loves the crajt oj mafonry . 

XXXI#. S p N G. 

I. 

Guardian genius of pur art diyin.e. 

Unto thy'faithful ions appear ; 

Ceafc now o’er ruins of the eaft t;o pine. 
And fmile in blooming beauties here v 

Ii 

Egypt, Syria , and proud Babylon , 

No more thy bliisful prefence claim ; 

In England fix thy ever-during throne, 
Whete Myriads do confeis thy name. 

HI. 

The fciences from eaftern regions brought. 
Which, after (hewn in Greece and Rome , 
Are here in feveral ftately lodges taught 1 
To which remoteft -brethren, co.me- 


Behold 
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IV. 

Behold what ftrength our riling domes uprears, 
’Till mixing with the azure Ikies ; 

Behold what beauty thro’ the whole appears. 

So wifely built they muft furprife. 

V. 

Nor are we only to thefe arts confin’d. 

For we the paths of virtue trace •, . , 

By us man’s rugged nature is refin’d, 

' And polilh’d into love and peace. 

To the tnCreafe of perpetual friendjhip> and peace 
amongfi the antient craft. 

XXXIV. 

An O D E on M A S O N R Y. 

By brother J. Banks. 

Genius of mafonry defcend. 

In myftic numbers while we ling ; 

Enlarge our fouls, the craft defend. 

And hither all thy influence bring * 

With Ibcial thoughts our bofoms fill. 

And give thy turn to every will. / 

While yet Batavia's wealthy powers. 

Neglect thy beauties to explore ; 

And winding Seine adorn'd with towers. 
Laments thee wandering from his (bore ; 

Hens jfcfead thy wings and glad thefe ifles. 
Where arts refide and freedom linifcs. 


Behold 
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Behold the lodge rile into view. 

The work of induftry and art ; 

'Tis grand, and regular, and true, - 
For lo is each good mafon’s heart ; 
Friendlhip cements it from the ground, 
And fecrecy lhall fence it round. 

A ftajtely dome o’er-looks our eaft. 

Like orient Phoebus in the morn ; 

And two tall pUlows in .the weft. 

At once fupport us and adorn ; . 
Upholden thus the ftrufture Hands, 
Untouch’d by facrilegious hands. 

For concord form’d our fouls agree. 

Nor fate this union lhall deftroy 
Our toils and fports alike are free. 

And all is harmony and joy j 
So Salem * s temple rofe by rule. 

Without the noife of noxious tool. 

As when Amphion tun’d his fong, 

Ev’n rugged rocks the mufic knew j 
Smooth into form they glide along, 

And to a thrbes the defart grew * 

So at the found of Hiram's voice. 

We rife, We join, and we rejoice. 

Then may our vows to virtue move. 
To virtue own’d in all her parts ■, 

Come candour, innocence, and love. 
Come and pofiefs our faithful hearts » 
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Mercy, who feeds the hungry poor. 

And filence, guardian of the door. 

As thou jiftr*a t tho* from earth. 

When men on men began to prey ; 
Thou fled’ft to claim celefiial birth, 

Down from Olympus wing’d thy way ; 
,And mindful of thy -ancient feat. 

Be prefent ftill where maibns meet. 

Immortal fcience too, be near * v 
We own thy empire o’er the mind * 
Drefs’d in thy radient robes appear. 

With all thy beauteous train behind ; 

Invention young and blooming there, 
Here’s Geometry with rule and fquare. 

In Egypt's Fabric learning dwelt. 

And Roman breads cou’d virtue hide ; 
But Vulcan's rage the building felt. 

And Brutus lad of Romans died ; 

Since when, difpers’d the fitters rove. 

Or fill paternal thrones above. 

But loft to half df human race. 

With us the virtues lhall revive ; 

And driven no more from place to place. 
Here fcience lhall be kept alive ; 

And manly tafte, the child of fenfe. 

Shall banilh vice and dulnefs hence. 

United thus and for thefeends. 

Let fcorn deride and envy rail * 


* 43 ; 
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'From age to age the craft defends* . 

And what we build fhall never fail ; 

Nor fhall the world our works furvey. 

But every brother keeps the key. 

f * 7 each faithful brother s both ancient and young 
That governs his pajjton , and bridles his tongue . 

XXXV. 

The PROGRESS of MASONRY. 

I. 

Pray lend me your ears my dear brethren awhile. 
Full fober my fenfe tho’ joaking my ftyle *, 

I fing of fuch wonders unknown to all thofe. 

Who flutter in verfe or who hobble in profe. 

Derry down, down, down deny down. 

II. 

As all in confufion the chaos yet lay, 

E’re evening and morning had made the firft day j 
The unform’d materials lay tumbling together. 
Like fo many Dutchmen in thick foggy weather. 
Derry down, &c. 

• III. 

When to dii.s confufion ino end there appear'd, 

The fovereign mafon’s word fudden was heard ; 
Then teem’d mother chaos with maternal throws,- 
By which this great lodge of the world then arofe. 
Derry down, &c. 


MASONS SONGS. 14$ 

IV. 

Then earth and the heavens with Jubile rung, 

Arid all the creation of Mafonry fung; 

When lo ! to compleat and adorn the gay ball. 

Old Adam was made the grand-maftcr of all 
Derry down, &c. 

V. 

But Satan met Eve when ihe was a gadding, 

And fet her (as fince, all her daughters) a padding} 
To Arid out the fecrets of free-mafonry 
She eat of the fruit of the forbidden tree. 

Derry down, 

VI. 

Then as ihe was filled with high flowing fancies, 

As e’er was ’fond girl who deals in Romances ^ 

She thought her with knowledge fufficiently cram’d 
And faid to her fpoufe, My dear eat and be d 
Derry down, &?<•. 

VII. 

But Adam aftoniih’d like one ftruck with thunder, 
Beheld her from head to foot over with wonder j 
Now you have done this thing , Madam , faid he. 

For your fake no women free-mafons /hall be. 

Derry down, &V. 

' VIII. 

Now as ihe bewail’d her in forowful ditty. 

The good man beheld her, and on her took pity * 
Free-mafons are tender, -fo for the fad dame 
He made her an apron to cover her ihame. 

Derry down, 

. . tr 
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m. 

Then did tbey-fckde in mutual joys. 

Till in procefs «£ time they had two ohopping btfys j 
The prieft of the parifh, as goifips defied. 

By Names-CW» and Met the youths crrctmtcis’d. 
Deny down, &c. 

X. 

Old father Seth next mounts on the ftage. 

In manners fevere, but in mafoftry (age •, 

He built up tw6 pillars, they were tall and thick. 
One was made of ftene the other of brick. 

Derry down, £s fr : . - 

XL 

On them he engrav’d with Wonderful fkill, 
Each,lib’ralfcience with adamant quill ; 

Proportion and rule he form’d by the fquare, 

. And directed the ufeof all mafcnfy there. 

Derry down, &V. 

,XII. 

But loon did mankind behave paft enduring, 

/ In drinking, in fwearing, in fighting and .whoring ; 
Then Jove arofe, and, fierce in his Anger, 

Said, Thatbe wou '4 fuffer fitch mifirtants no longer. 
Derry dpwn, &c. 

XIII. 

Then from their high windows the heavens did pour. 
Forty days and nights one continual fhower; 

.Till nought could be feen but the waters around, 
And in this great deluge mod; mortals were drown’d. 
Derry down, &V. 

Sure 
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%tv. 

Suite ne’er was beheld fo dreadful a fight. 

At ithe old’ world in fuch a very odd plight ; 

For there wene to be feeo all animals fwimming. 
Men, monkeys, priefts, lawyers, cats, lapdogs, and 

[women. 

Derry down, &c. 

XV. 

There floated a debtor away from his duns. 

And next father grey-beard ftark naked ’midft nuns; 
Likewflfe a poor hufband not minding his life. 
Contented in drowning to ffiake off his wife. 

Dferry down, &c. 

XVI. * - 
A'king and a cobler next mingled to view 

And fpendthrift young heirs there were not a few ; 
A whale and a dutchman came down with the tide. 
And a reverend old fWbep by a young wench’s fide. 
Derry down, &c. - 

XVII. 

But Noah being-wifefti fekhful, and upright. 

He built him an Ark fo ftout and fo tight ; 

Tho’ heaven and earth feem’d to come together. 

He was fafe in his lodge and fear’d not the weather. 
Derry down, &c. 

XVIII. 

Then after the flpod, like i brother fo true, . 

Who ftill had' the good of the craft in his view. 

He delved the ground and he 1 planted the vine. 

He form’d a lodge, aye and gave his lodge wine. 
Derry down, &c. ‘ 

U 2 


Let 
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XIX. 

Let ftatefmen tofs, tumble, and jumble the ball \ 
''tic fit f$fe in our lodge, and we laugh at them all : 
Let bilhops wear lawn fieeves, and kings have their 
Ointment, 

Free«-mafonry fure is by heaven*s appointment. 

Perry down, &c. 

XX. 

Now charge my dear brethren and chorus with me, 
A health to all mafons both honeft and free ; 

I Tor be Ids our duty unto our good king. 

So God bids Great George let each . brother ling, 
Derry down, &c. 

JV the King an& the craft (as the Mafter Song) 

XXXVI. S O N G, 

By brother L D*— — — 

Tune. Mutual Love. 

I. 

As Mafons once on Sbinar's plain, , , 

Jvlet to revive their arts again, 

Did mutually agree, 
pid mutually, & c. 

So now we .met in Britain's Ifle, 

And make the royal craft to fmile. 

Ip antient mafonry, 

Ir aptient, &c, 


The 
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n. 

The mafons in this happy land. 

Have reviv’d the antient grand. 

And the ftrong ’Tufton lsud. 

And the, &c. 

Each faithful brother by a fign, 

Like Solent s ions each other join, ' 

And foon each order made. 

And foon, &c. 

III. 

Thrice happy bleft fraternity. 

Whole bafts' is fweet unity. 

And makes us all agree. 

And makes, &c. 

Kings, dukes, and lords to us are kind. 
As we to beggars when we find. 

Them (kill’d in maibnry. 

Them ikill’d, &c. 


IV. 

How happy are the ancient brave. 
Whom no Cowan can deceive. 

And may they fo remain. 

And may, &c. 

No modern craftfman e’er did know, 
What figns our matters to us ihew, 
Tho’ long they ftrove in vain, 

Tho’ long, &c, 


✓ 

i$<J A Quote* Collect mn . 

IT* 

The hom’d Buck and G alii can-*,' 

As the monkey imitates the nas®. 

Their dubs do lodges edl. 

Their dubs, &c. 

While antisnt mafons kaowftiUwdl, 

No fools like thpfe among# them dwell, . _ v 
No, no, nor neverfbaH, 

No, no, nor never ftiall. 

VI, 

My brethren all take glaft ia hand. 

And toaft our noble mailer grancj* 

And in full chorus. JGng, 

And in &c. 

A Hedhh to ancient maibne free. 

Throughout the globe where’er they he. 

And fo God fave the King, 

And fo God fave the King. 

To all antient Mafons , ^ berefoever differs d or 
oppress'd, round the Globe, &c. 


* Here is meant a certain Qltfb who call themfelves 
Ar.tlgallic Mafons, and not the laudable Affociation of Anti- 
gaiitcans, whom I ellreem as an honourable and ufeful Society 
and worthy of Imitation. 
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X3CXVII. SONG. 
By the foregoing Hand 
S Tune. Greedy Midas. . 


l. 

With harmony and flowing wine. 

My brethren all come with me join $ 

To celebrate this happy day. 

And to our mailer homage pay. 

II. 

Hail! happy, happy, lacred place. 
Where friendihip finiks in ev’ry face; 
And royal art doth fill the chair. 
Adorned with his noble iquare. 

m. 

Next ling my mufe our warden’s praife. 
With chorus loud in tuneful lays ; 

Oh ! may thefe columns ne’er 'decay. 
Until the world difiolves away. 

IV. 

My brethren all come join with me. 

To fing the praife of maionry ; 

The noble, faithful, and the brave. 
Whole arts ihall live beyond the grave. 


Let 
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Let envy hide her ftiameful face, 
r Before us ancient ions of Peace % 

Whofe golden precepts ftill remain, . 

Free from envy, pride, or ftain. 

To Salemn’x Sorts, See . 

XXXVIII. SONG. 

By the foregoing Hand. 

Tune. Ye mortals that love drinking. - 

I. 

Ye ancient Sons of Tyre , 

In chorus join with met 
And imitate your fire, 

'Who was fam'd for mafottry s 
His antient didates follow. 

And from them never parti 
Let each fing like Apollo , 

And praife the royal art. 

II. 

Like '&?Z«K*s.fecond ftory. 

We raife the craft again \ 

Which ftill retains its glory, 

The fectet here remain : 

Amongft true ancient mafons. 

Who always did difdain 

Thefe new invented falhions ■, . . 

Which we know are vain. 
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III. 

Our Temple now rebuilding. 

You fee grand Columns * rife •, 

The Mao i they refembling. 

They are both good and wife : 

Each feem as firm as Atlas t 
Who on his Ihoulders bore 
The ftarry frame of heaven ; 

What mortals can do more ? 

IV. 

Come now my loving brethren. 

In chorus join all round •, 

With flowing Wine full bumpers, 

Let mafon’s healths be crown’d \ 

\ 

And let each envious Cowan, 

By our good Attions fee •, 

That we are made free and loving. 

By art of Malonry. 

Vo the Memory of P. H. Z. L. and J. A. 

XXXIX. SONG. 

To the tune of the Enter’d ’Prentice, 

, » 

From the depths let us raife, 

Our voices and praife. 

The works of the glorious creation 1 
And extol the great fame. 

Of our maker’s great name. 

And his love to an accepted mafon. 

X In 


* Grand Officers. 
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II. 

In primitive times,. 

When men by high crimes. 

Had caufed a great devastation ; . 

When the floods did abound. 

And all mankind were drown’d 
• Save the free and the acpepted mafons. 

III. 

There were archite&s four. 

Where billows did roar, - 
Were laved from that great inundation j 
Who’s father from on high. 

Taught Geometry, 

That, honour’d fcience of a mafon. 

IV. 

In an ark that was good. 

Made of good Gopher wood. 

And was built by divine ordination. 

And the firft in his time. 

That planted a vine. 

Was a free and an accepted Mafon. 

V. 

Then Nimrod the great 
Did next undertake 
To build him to heav’n a ftation j 
But tongues of all kind, ' 

Prevented his mind. 

For he was no excellent mafon. 
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VI. 

When Pbaraob the king 
Of Egypt , did bring 
To bondage our whole generation v 
That king got a fall. 

And his magicians all, 

By a princely and learned wife mafon. • 

VII. 

Then thro’ the Red-Sea t 
Heav’n guided their way* 

By two Pillars of divine ordinadoft i 
And Pbaraos great Train, 

Were loft in the main. 

For purfuing an army of mafons. > 

1 

VIII. 

When Ameleck’s king. 

Great forces did bring, 

Likewife the great Miiianiit nation j " 

Thofe kings got a fall, 

And their great armies all. 

And their wealth fell a lpoil to thofe mafons. 

IX. 

In the plains they did rear 
A pavdlion fair,- 
The beauty of all the creation •, 

Each Part in its fqyare, 

Which none cou’d prepare, 

Save a free and an accepted mafoh. 

X 2 


King 
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X. 

King Solomon, he 
Was known to Be free. 

Built a holy grand lodge in his nation ; 

Each beautiful part - 
Was due to the art 
Of Hiram the great learned malbn; 

XI. 

They to Jordan did go. 

And met their proud Foe, 

And fought the great Canaanite nation j 
Whofe gigantic ftrain 
Cou’d' never fuftain 
The Force of an Army of mafons. 

XII. 

Then let each mafon. that’s free, 

Toaft his memory, ‘ 

Join hands without diffimulation*. 

Let Cowans thihk on. 

We know they are wrong, 

"Drink a health to an accepted mafon . 

XIII. 

But if any fo mean, 

Thro’ avarice or ftain, 

Shou’d debafe himfelf in this high ftation. 

That perfon fo mean, • 

For fuch curfed gain, . 

Should be {lain by the hand of a mafon. 

To all true and Jaitbjul Mafons . 

XL. Song 
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XL. SO/NG. 

I. 

’Tismafonry upit;es mankind. 

To gen’rous adions forms the foul 5 
In friendly converle all conjoin’d. 

One fpirit animates the whole. 

II. 

Where-e’er afpiring domes arife, 
Where-cver facred altars ftand; 

Thofe altars blaze unto the fkies, 

Thofe Domes proclaim the mafon’s hand; 

III. 

As paffions rough the foul difguife. 

Till fcience cultivates the mind-. 

So the rude done unfhapen lies. 

Till by the mafon’s Art refin’d. 

IV. 

Tho’ ftill our chief concern and care. 

Be to deferve a brother’s name; 

Yet ever mindful of the fair, 

Their kindeft influence we claim. 

V. 

Let wretches at our manhood rail 
But they who once our order prove, 

Will own that we who build fo well. 
With equal energy can love. 


*57 
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VI. 

Sing brethren then the draft divine, 

(Beft band of focial joy and mirth)'} 

With choral found and cheerful vane. 

Proclaim its virtues o’er the earth. 

c 

XLI. SON G. 

I. 

Once I was blind and. coil’d not fee. 

And all was dark, around- •, f " 

But providence did pity me, ‘ 

And fooa a. friend I found-. 

Thro’ iecret paths my friends me led } 

Such Paths as bablers never tread. 

• - r V * 

II. " / 

AH (tumbling blocks, he took away. 

That I might walk fee ore }. 

And brought me long e’er break of day, ' 

To wifdom’s temple dbor ; 

Where there we both admittance found*. 

' To myftic Paths qn baUoty’df grounds . 

m .) ' 10 ' ' ‘ • 

Tho’ haughty in my Bold attempt, 

Bleft thoughts did mo'ilarm } 

Which hinted J wasjaocexanqot • •' r 

(If raih) from double haem;*. 

Which quickly (tape myr fifing pride, . . 

And made me truft momto ray guidb. 

Id 
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iv. 

In folemn pace I was led up. 

And pais’d thro’ the bright dome. 

But foon I was obliged to flop. 

Till I myfelf made known} 

Then round in ancient form was brought. 
For to obtain that which I fought, 

V. 

With humble heart in proper form, 

I liften’d with good will i , 

And found, inftead of noiie and flora). 
That all was hulh’d and ftill *, 

And foon a heav’nly found did hear,' 
That quite difpelTd all doubt and fear. 

VI. 

The guardian of this myftlc charm. 

In fhining jewels dreft ; 

Said, that I need fear no harm. 

If frithful was my breaft ; 

For tho’ to rogues he was fovere. 

No harm an honeft man need fear, 

vn. 

Bright wifdom from his awful Throne,' 
Biddarknefs to withdraw; 

No fooner frid but it was done. 

And then — great things I faw; 

But what they were— —I now won’t tell, - 
But fafely in my breaft fhall dwell, 


Then 
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VIII. 

Then round and round me did he tie 
An ancient noble charm ; 

Which future darknefs will defy* 

And ward of cowans' harm ; 

With Inftruments in number three* 

To learn the art of Geometry. 


XLII. SONG. 

By Brother Alexander Kennedy , Schoolmafter. 

I. 

Attend, loving brethren, and to me give ear. 

Our work being ended. Jets lay afide care; 

Let mirth and gopd humour our fenfes regale. 

And mind that our fecrets we never reveal; 

And mind £?c. 

II. 

With leave of his worlhip that there fills the chair. 
Who governs our aftions by compais and fquare ; 
We’ll ling a few verfes in mafonry’s praife. 

Not fond of ambition we look for no bays,. 

Not fond, &c. 

III. 

Our ancient grand mailer, infpir’d by the Lord, 

On holy Moriah , as in fcripture declar’d, 

The ftupendious ftrutture began for to frame, 

In the month call’d Zif and fourth year of his reign. 
In the &c. 


With 
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IV. 

With level and fquare the fbundatioh began* 

In length fixty cubits, breadth nineteen and one j 
Here mafonry flnn’d above^ah otbef\«ttS, ... 

So fublime the great fccret the. artift imparts; 

So fublime £sfo, 

V. 

Old Hiram of 2jwrr,. king David’s great friend* 

Did Fir, Pine and Gesdaar from Leb&nswi fend 
T^o build the fanftorum byrnaforuy’s-fkill, ■■ 

Subfequent unto the great archite&’iS will* 

Subfequent &c. , , , 

VL 

One hundred and fifty-three thoufand fix hundred 
Employ'd for the temple, we find they were number’d! 
With crafts many thoiifands and' bearers of load's. 

And matters fix hundred the text does record* 

And matters &V.*' • . t ;. ' 

. VII. 

Who form’d themfelves into lodges they fay* 

Some eaft and feme weft, fome north and fouth way,’ 
In love, truth and juftice go fuccefsfuHy on. 

In all well govern’d kingdoms that’s sunder thefijfl,'.' 
In all 

VIII. 

Now let the brifk bumper go merrily round. 

May opr worthy matter in honour abound, ( 
May his inftrudtive precepts to virtue us move 
To live like true brethren in Friendfhip and love.' . > 
To live &c.. 

X M 
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Let moderns and critics with impious rage, 

Amufe the vain town and againftus engage.} 

Let pricbard and-s followers apoftates profane 
With falfe tenets pu2zle each lethargic brain. 

With falfe &c. 

X 

AU health to our brethren of e’eiy degree, 

Difpers’d round the globe, or land, or by.fea } 
Preferve them, ye powers, their virtues improve. 
When we part on the level we may all meet above. 
When we &V. ' , • 

XUII. SONG. 

By Brother John Jackfon , S. G. W. 

' •/ - I. 

See in the eaft the mafter plac’d,. 

How graceful unto us the fight s 
His wardens juft he doth intruft, 

His noble orders to fet right. 

Where-e’er he lift, his deacons ftraightway run, 
Tp fee the lodge well tyl’d and work begun. 

II. 

Like Tyre ' s fans we then purfue 
The noble fdcnce we profefs. 

Each mafon to his calling true 
Down to the loweft from the beft 
Square, plum, and level we do all maintain. 
Emblems of Juftice are and fhall remain. . 
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ID. 

King Solomon the great mafon 
Honour unto the Craft -did raife. 

The Syrian prince and widow’s fon : 

Let ev’ry brother jointly praife 
Drink to the memory of all the three. 

And toaft their names in glaffes charg’d full high. 

..V , 

XLIV. SONG. 

By Brother John Cartwright of Cbeadle in Lanca/htre. 
Tune. Smile Britannia. , 

1; 

Attend, attend the ftrain? 

Ye mafons free, whilft I 
To celebrate your fame. 

Your virtues fbupd on high; 

' Accepted malons free and bold. 

Will never live the dupes to gold. 

II. 

Great Solomon the king. 

Great architect of fame ; 

Of whom all coafts did ring, ' 

Rever’d a mafon’s name : 

Like him, accepted, free, and bold. 

True wildoih we prefer to gold. 

Y a 


Since 
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. IIL 

Since him the great and wife 
Of every age and clime. 

With fame that never dies, 

Purfued the art fublime j 
Infpir’d by heav’n, juft and free, 

Have honour’d much our myftcry. 

IV. 

The glqriou9 paths of thole. 

With heav’n-born wifdom crown’d j 
We every Day difclole, ’ 

And tread qn facred ground \ 

A mafon, righteous juft and free. 

Or elfe not worthy malonry. 

XLV. SONG. 

By the foregoing Hand. 

Tme. The Bonny Broom. 

I. 

To malonry your voices raife, ’ 

Ye brethren of the craft} 

To that, and our great mafteris praiie. 

Let bumpers now be quafPd : 

True friendftup,. love and cohcord'join’d, 
Pdtiefi a malbns heart 3 
Thofe virtues beautify the mind, / 

And ftill adorn the art. 

CHORUS. 
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CHORUS. 

flail, all hail, my brethren dear. 

All hail to ye alway ; 

Regard the art, while ye have life ? 

Revere it eyery day. 

JI. 

Whilft thus in unity we join,’ 

Our hearts ftill good and true; 
fnfpired by the grace divine. 

And no bafe ends in view : 

We friendly meet, ourfelves employ^ 

To improve the fruitful mind} 

With bleflings which can never cloy. 

But dignify mankind. 
fbor- Had, all hail, £f ?c. 

", III. 

No flinty hearts amongft us are. 

We’re generous and kind} 

The needy man our fortune fhares. 

If him we worthy find : 

Our charity from eaft to weft. 

To each worthy objeft we 
Diflufe, as is the great beheft. 

To every man that’s free. 
fbor. Hail, all Hail. &c. 

IV. 

Thus blefs’d and bleffing well we know,’ 

Our joys can never end; 

For long as vital fpirits flow, 

A mafon finds a friend. 

Then 
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Then join yoar hearts and tongues with mine. 
Our glorious art to praife ; 

Difcrcetly take the generous wine. 

Let reafon rule your ways. 

Chons. Hail, all hail, 


XL VI. 

'An OPE by the fame Hand* 
RE CITATIFE . 

Blefs’d be the day that gave to me 
The fccrets of free-mafonry j 
In that alone m’ ambition’s plac’d,' 

In that alone let me be grac’d ; 

No greater tide let me bear, 

TkalSwhat*s pertaining to the ftpiare. 

A I R. 

Tho* envious Mortals vainly try. 

On us to caft abfiirdity. 

We laugh at all their lpleen •, 

The levell’d man, the upright heart. 

Shall ftill adorn our glorious art, 

Nor mind their, vile chagrin : 

The ermin’d robe, the rev’rend Crozier too. 
Have prov’d us -noble, honeft, juft, and true. 
C HO R US. 

In vain then let prejudic’d mortals declare 
Their hate -of us mafons, we’re truly fincerej 
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If for that they defpife us, their folly they prove. 

For a mafon’s grand maxim is brotherly love ; 

But yet, after all, if they'd fain be thought wife. 

Let them enter the lodge, and we’ll open their eyes, 

XLVII. SONG. 


I. 

How blefs’d are we from ignorance free’d 
And the bafe Notions of mankind. 

Here every virtuous moral deed 
Inftruds and fortifies the mind ; 

Hail ! antient hallow'd folemn ground, 

Where light and mafonry I. found. 

n. 

9 

Hence vile detradfcors from us fly. 

Far to the gloomy Shades of night 
tike owls that hate the mid-day Iky, 

And fink with envy from its light ; 

With them o’er graves and ruins rot. 

For hating knowledge you know not. 

III. 

When we afiembk on a hill. 

Or in due form upon the plain;- 
Our mailer doth with learned fkill 
The fecret plan and work explain : 

No bufy eye, nor cowan’s ear. 

Can our grand myftery fee or hear. 

Our 
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IV. 

Our table deck’d with fhining truths 
Sweet embkms that elate the heart* 

• .While each attentive lift’ning youth 
Burns to perform his worthy part. 
Refolving with religious care, • 

. To live by- compafs, rule and fijuare. 

y. 

Our matter watching- in. the eaft. 

The golden .ftreaks ofrifing fun ; 

To fee his men at labour plac’d^ 

Who all like willing crafts doth run : 

Oh ! may his wifdom ever bp . 

Honour to tfs and mafcnry. . 

.VI. 

Not far from him as Gnomon tnjp, . 
Beauty Hands with watchful f eye, 

Whofe chearful voice our fpirits rPneWx: 
And each his labour doth lay by; : 

His kind refrefhing office ftijl, . 
Inspires, each, craft in mafoitts (kill. - 

, vn. 

See in the weft our oblong’s length,' 
The brave Corinthian pillar ftands 
The lodges friend and greateft ftrength. 
Rewarding crafts with liberal hands » 
Sure this our lodge muft lafting be,- . 
Supported by thefe- Columns three. 
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vin. 

As Bees from flowers honey brings. 

Sweet treafure to their mafter’s ftore ; 

So mafons do all facred things, ' , 

And wonders from the diftant fhores ; 

To enrich the lodge withwifdom’s light, 

Where babling folly's loll; in night. 

IX. 

Each Roman chief did proudly view 
Theft temples riling to the Iky, 

And as they ftatiofts.did fubdue. 

They rais'd triumphal arches high ; 

Which got us mafons fuch a name, , ' ' 

As vies with mighty CJfar * s fame. 

• ' * r v * 

X. 

* The kings who rais’d Diana’s columns. 

With royal art, by ikilful hands* 

As priefts recorded in their volumes. . 

And poets fung to diftant lands: 

Th’ adoring world that did them fee. 

Forgot the enlhrin’d deity. 

• • XI. -• 

Such 'is our boaft, my brethren dear, 

Fellows to kings. and princes too, . r , 

The mafter’s gift was proud jo wear, j fr; 

As now the great and noble dp) 

The great the noble and the iage, : 

Masons rever’d frontage to age. 

Z CtiORUSi^ 

* The Temple of Diana , at Ephefus, 
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CHORUS. 

Then to each brother ih diftrels, - ' • 
Throughout the natioris parts or rlimes. 
Charge Brethren to his quick red refs. 

As mafons did tn antient times;- 
From want and hardlhips let them free, 
Blefs’d with health and mafonry. 

Nor once forget the lovely fair, 

Divinely made of Adam ' s bone; 

Whofe heav’nly looks can banifli care. 
And eafe the fighing lovers moan ; 

To them whofe foft enjoyment brings 
Us heroes, archite&s and kings. 

XL VIII. SON 6. 

By Brother E * > P 

I. •' 

Come fill up a bumper, and let it go-round. 
Let mirth and good fellowfhip always abound ; 
And let the world fee. 

That free-mafonry. 

Doth teach honeft hearts to be jovial and free. 

« :: • II. • ' • 

Our lodge now compos’d of honeft free hearts. 
Our matter moft freely Ms fecrets imparts-; 
And fo we improve. 

In knowledge and love, •* ' 

By help from our mighty grand matter above. 
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IIL ; , 

Let honour and fnendfhip eternally reign. 

Let each brother mafon the truth fo maintain 
That all may agree, 

' That free-mafonry. 

Doth teach honeft hearts to be jovial and free. 

IV. 

In mirth and good fellowi^ip we will agree. 

For none are more bleft or, more happy than we j 
And thus we’ll endure. 

While our actions are pure. 

Kind heaven thofe bletfings to us doth infure. 

■'- C l. ; , • • • ; : 

XLIX. SONG. 

, ' Si 

I. 

Urania fing, fing the art divine, . . . . - 

Beauty, ftrength and wifdom grace each line; 

Soar higher than Jove’p fam’d bird can go, 

Tho’ out of fight, his flight’s too low i 
Boaft Ubiquerians from this your pedigree. 

But we from Jove take mafonry. 

II. 

When the great architect defign’d • ,, „ - 

Brooding nature’s plan, and made mankind} 

Then he prdajh’d th^mafon’s orders fair, . A 

For mafonry was afihis care; 

Z 2 By 

9 ^ , * 
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By omnifcicnce and free-mafonry. 

The jarring elements he made" agree! 

: r r • ' 

III. 

The'Almighty, by mafonry, did fcheme 
His holy aweilirig place, and heav’n did name ; 
Made many manlions, -which jje fupplied with light. 
Proceeding frorft his Efferice bright, 

With Alining ftars’ adorn’d the vaulted, fkies} 

To raife our wonder and furprife. 



By Mafppry, this ftupendious Ball .■ ; 

He pois’d on geometry, and meafur’d all 
With lines eaft and weft ; alfo from north to louth, 
•This lpacious l(>dg$. he meafur’d opt^ 

And adorned with preciovis jewels three. 

As ufeful lights in mafonry. 



To rule the day the 1 Almighty made the fun. 

To ftile the night he alfo" made the moort ; 

And god -like 'dam , a mafter maion frfee, 

’To rule and tekch Pofterity; J 

Sanftity of rea&rt; arid majefty of thought, 
Amongft free-mafons ftiould be fought. 

vL 

' In the deluge, where mortalslbfl their lives, - 
God &v’d four worthy mafbns ahd their wives j 
And in the ark great Nokb a lddge did hold, 

Sbem and Japbetb hit wardens we are told} - 

v ’ ' ' And 
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And Ham, as tyler, order'd to fecure 
From all thpir .wives the fecret,.door* , • J\ 

; vii. • .* • ^ 

When IJraets ions were held In, flavery ? f 

God fenthis .Word and fign to fet'ithem fp&j . /. 

* -Nightly By fire, and in a cloud. by day, . 

He pav’d his lov’d free- mafons way ; 

Thro’ the Red-Sea , with wond’rous myftery. 

From Pharaoh' % yoke he fet them free. . 

, ; ,: :r 

On Hpreb's mount great Mofes did Hand, . ; ; . 
With warden’^ twain and rod of God in hand$ 
Devoutly Ipray’-d by word audiign to heay’n , } - 
While to his deputy,- conqueft was giv’n; 

When on mount Nebo he faw the land and died, 
Jehovah did his time provide. 

IX. ' 

The world’s great -wondpjs, mankind agree. 

Their beauties owe to the art of mafonry ; 

Rpbefus' temple, the walls of Babylon , 

And labyrinths wond’rous works unknown; * 

The Pyramids, Maufoleum, and fam’d Colojfus high. 
And Olimpiuf- greeting the azure flcy. • 

B y 

* And fo foon as ever the day begaft to break, Noah flood 
up towards the body of Adam- y and before the Lord, he and 
his fons, Shem, Ham , and Japheth , and Noah, prayed, £sV, 
And fhe womei^ anfwered, frdjn another part of the ark, 
A'mbi*, LORD . — Vide Caten. Arab. C. xxv. fol. 56. b. 
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rx. , 

By God’s command and free mafonry, . 

The temple had mod: e*a& fymmetry ; 

In orders rais'd by Hyram * s mighty art, 

From nature's rude materials ftart j 

The world’s wondere before were deem'd but (even, 

Till this grand fabric made them even. 

• XI. 

Come charge, charge your glades fpeedily. 

To all true brothers (killed in mafonry*, 

Iikewifa the king, long happy may hercign. 

Old England i glory to maintain j 

In order Hand, you know the antient charge, • 

Pay due refpeft to mighty George. 

L. 

I * V , 

An O D E, 

I; ; ‘ 

Wake the lute and quivering firings, 

. Myftic Truths Urania brings ; 

Friendly vifitant to thee, 

* We owe the depths of mafonry: 

Faipeft of the virgin choir. 

Warbling to the golden lyre ■, 

Hail divine Urania hail. 
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II. 

Here in frieridflrip’s faered bower. 

Thy downy wing’d and fmiling hour j 
Mirth invites, and locial long, 

Namelefs myfteries among : 

Crown the bowl and fill the glafs. 

To ev’ry virtue, ev’ry grace j 
To the brotherhood refound 
Health, and let it thrice go round. 

Hi 

We reftote the times of old, . 

The blooming glorious age of goJdj 
As the new creation free, 

Bleft with gay Eutpbr$fi*e ; 

We with god-like fcience talk, • 

And with fair Aftrea walk i 
Innocence adorns the day. 

Brighter than the findes of May. 

IV. 

Pour the rofy wine again. 

Wake a louder, louder ftrain ; 

Rapid Zephyrs, as ye fly. 

Waft our Voices to the Iky ; 

While we celebrate the nine. 

And the wonders of the trine. > . 

While the angels ling above. 

As we below, of peace and love.! 


U SONG; 


6 A Choice Coilection oj 

LI. SONG. 

' By Brother 2s— — P- ■■■■■* ^ 

I. 

Hail, facifed art, by heav'n defigrt’d 
A gracious blelling for all mankind-. 
Peace, joy, and love, thou dofit beftow. 
On us thy votaries below. - 

II. . 

Bright wifdom’s ' Footfteps here we trace. 
From Sbiomon that prince of peace y 
"Whofe glorious maxims we flail hold. 
More precious thin rich Opbyps gold. 

" . III. 

His heav’nly proverbs to us tell,. 

How we oi>earth fhould ever dwell ; 

In harmony and focial love. 

To emulate the bleft above. 

, • iv. ; . 

Now having wifdom for out guide. 

By its fweet precepts well abide * 

Envy and hatred we’ll difpel, 

No Wrathful fool with us (hall dwell. 

... V. 

Vain, empty grandeur (ball not find 
Its dwelling in a mafon’s mind -, 

- A mafon who is true and wife, 

' ^ts glitt’ring pomp always defpife. 
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VI. 

Humility, love, joy, and peace. 
Within his mind fhall find their place; 
Virtue and Wifdom thus combin’d, 
Shall decorate the mafon’s mind; 


In. sd Nd, 

Tune. GOD fave. the Kino* 
L 

Hail ! Malbnry divine* 

Glory of ages (hine. 

Long may’ll thou hold J 
Where-e’er thy lodges Hand, 

May they have great command. 

And always grace the land, 

Thou ast divine* 


II* 

Great fabrics ftill arife, 

And touch the azure Ikies, 
Great are thy fchemes ; 
Thy noble orders are 
Matchlds beycftd compare. 
No art with thee can (hare, 
Thou art divine. 

A a 


Ilir&ip 
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IU. 

Hiram the archkeft. 

Did all tb« craft ditfp&i 
How they fhouldt. build-; 

Salomon , gijeat kmg»e 
Did mighty blefljngs bring. 

And left us room to fing. 

Hail! royal Art. 

LIII. .SON G. 

*• I. 

Let mafons be merry each night when they meet. 

And always each other moft lovingly greet. 

Let envy and difcord be £u^k-in- the deep • ' 

By fuch as. are able great fecrets to keep, . j 
Let all the world gaze on our art with furprife. 
They’re ail in the dark till weppen their eyes, 

IL. 

Whoever is known toa& on the fquane, 

.And likewife well lkill’d in our ibtreta tare 
Are always refpedted whether wealthy or poor. 

And ne’er yet was careleia of matters that’s pure. 

Their Aftions are bright and their, lives fpent -in love. 
At length will be happy in. the -grand lodge above. 

IU. 

We tec brothers to princes and fellows to kings. 

Our fame thro’ the world continually rings j 
As we lovingly meet, fo ; we lovingly part. 

No mafon did eyer bear malice at heart j 
The fool that’s conceited we’ll never delpife, 
iLet him come to the lodge and we’ll make him more 
wife. 

• The 
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. IV. 

The lan&um fan&orum by mafons Was fram'd. 

And all the fine works which the temple contain’d. 

By Hiram’s contrivance, the pride of my fong. 

The noifeofa tool was not heard along ; 

And the number of mafon s that round it did move. 
By him were dire&ed, irifpir’d from above., 

LIV. SONG. 

I. 

If unity be good in every degree. 

What can be compar’d to that of maionry ; 

In unity we meet, and in unity we part} 

Let every mafon chorus hail mighty art. 

Let every 

n. 

The vulgar often murmurs at our noble art 
Becaufc the great arcanum we don’t to them impart; 
In ignorance 1 let them live and in ignorance let them die* 
Be filent and fecret let every mafon cry. 

Be filent 

.III. : 

Let a bumper be crown’d unto the art of mafonfy. 
And to each jovial brother that is a Mafon free; 

We a£t upon thefqilahe, on the level we'll depart. 
Let every mafon fing, Mil glorious art. 

Let every &c. 

IX. ^Qng; 


A a. a 
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LV. SONG. 

'Tune. The Miller of Mansfield. 

. •. . *1 i 

How* happy a Mafon whole bofom ftill flows 
With Friendlhip, and ever moft cheerfully goes} 

The effects of the myfteries log’d in his breaft, 
Myfteries rever’d and by princes poffefs’d. 

Our friends and opr bottle we belt ca,q enjoy. 

No rancour or envy our quiet annoy, 

Our plum, line, and compafs, our Iquare and our tools 
Direct all our actions in virtues fair rules, 

II. 

To Mars and to Venus we’re equally true. 

Our Hearts can enliven, our arms can fubdue; 

Let the enemy tell, and the Ladies declare 
No clafs or profeflion with pnafons compare; 

To give a fond luftre we iie'er need a creft. 

Since honour and virtue remain in our breaft, 

We’U charm the rude world when we clap, laugh and 

fing* 

If fo happy a mafon, lay who’d be a king, 

LV1. SONG. 

I. 

Wiicn maibhry by heavn’s defign 
Did enter firft. into great Hiratp’s brain, 

A choir of angels did rejoice, 

. And ttys chorus fun^ united voice, 


Hail l 


MASONS SONGS. itt 

Hail! you happy, happy fons that be 
Brothers offrce-mafonry, 

II. 

Great Hiram he did then repair 
And went to work with £ule and Iquare, 

With plum and level to his eternal tame 
He did the glorious temple frame. 

Hail you happy, &c. 

III. * 

(When Solomon beheld the fame, 

He then fet forth great Hiram's fame: • 

Oh ! excellent mafon | he in furprize did lay. 
Above all arts you bear the (way. 

Hail you happy, 6 fc. 

IV. 

How to gi^eat Hirat/t's memory , 

Let’s fill a glafs moft chearfully, 

St. John (including) who the light did bring. 

And likewife George our gracious king. 

Hail you happy, 

V. 

Next charge unto our mailer grand 
And to each lovely fair-one round the land, 
Ourfelves including, fo let the health go round 
With a clap to make the lodge rdound. 

Hail pc. 

LVIL SONG. 

Tune. Hail Mafonry, &c. 

Let worthy brethren all combine 
For to adorn our myftic art. 


So 


if* r Jt Choice COLLECTION of 

So as toe twftnasy^ewerlhine : 

And cheer each faithful toother's heart ; 
Then 'brethren all in chorus fing, 

Profper the craft andijlefs the king, 

n. 

We level’d, plum’d and Squar'd, a right 
The five noble orders upright ftands, 
Wifdom and ftrength^ with beauty’s height. 
The wonder of the world commands \ 

Then brethren all See. 

m. 

Ye fools and cowans all who plot 
For to obtain our myftery. 

Ye ftrive in vain attempt it not 
Such creatures never fball be free* 

Then brethren aH &c. 

IV. 

The wile, the noble, good, and great, 

Can only be accepted here \ 

The knave or fool, tho’ deck'd in (late, 
Shall ne’er approach the matter's chair. 
Then brethren all dec. 

V. 

Now fill your glafies, charge them high. 
Let our grand matters' health go-round * 
And let each here o’er-flow with joy, 

And love and unity abound. 

Then brethren all &c. 


LVTII. Song 


(1 
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LVIH. SONG.- 

Tune. The Eirft of. Migu/L, 

' I. 

With cordial hearts lets drink a health, 

Tb ev*ry faithful brother; 

Whofe candid hearts, fecure whilft breathy 
Are faithful to each other : 

Whole precious jewels are lo rare, 

Likewife their hearts fo framed are. 

And level’d with the trueft fquare. 

That nature can difcover. 

As great a mad as in this land. 

Or in any other nation, 

Wou’d take a brother by the hand. 

And greet him in his ftation : 

Neither king nor prince, tho’ e’er lo gfea& 

Or any emperor of ftate. 

But with great candour wou’d relate, 

TO every faithful brother j 
III. 

The world lhall frill remain in pain. 

And at our fecrets wonder ; 

No cowan lhall it e’er obtain, 

Tho’ all their Eves they ponder : 

Still aiming at the chiefeft white. 

In which free-mafons take dehght, ' 

They never can obtain the light, 

Tho’ they Ipend their lives in wonder. 


King 
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IV. 

- King Solomon , the great and wife. 

He was a faithful brother; 

Free-mafonry wou’d not deipife. 

No fecrets he’d difcover : 

, But he was always frank and free, 
Profeffing fuch fincerity. 

To all of that fraternity. 

He .lov’d them ’bove all other. 

V. 

Come, let tis build on firm ground. 
Still aiding of each other; 

And lay a foundation that’s moft found. 
That no ar'ts-man can difcover : 
Nor ever lhall revealed be. 

But to bright men in mafonry, 

Here is to them where-e’r they be, 
I’m their faithful brother. 

4 

VI. 

Come let us join our hearts and hands, 
In this mbft glorious manner; 

And to each other firmly Hand, 

Under king George’s banner: 

That God may blefs him ftill I pray. 
And over his enemies bear the fway. 
And for ever win the day. 

And crown his days with honour. 


LIX. Song. 
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LIX. S O-N G. 

I. 

, Let mafonsrever live in love. 

Let harmony their blefiings prove. 

And facred lodge on Earth the place, 

"Where freedom fmiles in every face. 

C H O R V S. 

live free-mafons, free-mafons live and love. 

And (hew that your types are from above. 

n. 

Behold the world all in amaze. 

Each curious dye with tranfport gaze. 

They look, they like, they wifli to be. 

What none can gain, except he’s free. 

Cbor. Live frec-mafon’s &c. 

i HI. 

Then let each brother charge full high, 

And let us drink the memory. 

Of Hiram and king Solomon^ 

Whole fame has thro’ all ages run, 

Gbor. Live free-mafons, (3 V. 


Btj 


LX. Song. 
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LX. SONG. 

By Brother Robert Hall* 

7 une. Rule Britannia. 

I. 

When Mafonry by heav’n’s decree, 

Arofe from father Adam’s brain. 

This, this was the charter of the fraternity, 

And fecrecy fliall guard the fame. 

CHORUS, 

Hail mafonry, for ever, ever may thou be. 

To all but us a myftery. " * 

r . * • 

n. 

The brethren all upright and juft. 

Shall ever aft upon the Iquare j 
Until that the world diffolves to duft, 

’The needy fhall their bounty ftiare. 

Cbor . Hail mafonry, &c. 

in. 

True moralmen, fincere and free. 

Shall wifdom’s diftates ftill impart, 

And mirth and joy, and true focial unity, 

Shall blefs thofe peaceful Tons of art. 

Cbor. Hail mafonry, &c. * 

The 
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IV. 

The cowan and the crafty knave, . 

Shall never tread the facred ground, • 

The griping mifer, traitor, nor the abjc&flave, 

In mafons lodge Hull ne’er be found. 

Cbor. Hailmafoniy, dec. 

V. 

But if he’s hooeft, juft and true. 

His life and actions clear and bright'. 

Report him, and prepare him/and inveft him too, 
For he’s the man fhall fee the light. 

Cbor. Hail mafonry, & c. 


LXI. 


A NEW SON G> ] 
By the foregoing Hand. 

I. 

When Sol, afeending from the caft, 
Proje&s his rays into the weft, 

And darkneft turns to light; 
With, upright emblem wifdom ftands. 
And quickly he does ghe commands. 
To fee the lodge til'd right. 

II. 

In folemn form he then declares. 

The lodge is open, work prepares, 

B b 2 




1 88 A Choice Collection of 

No greater joys we aik. 

Attentive then to work we fall. 

Obedient to our mailer all, 

Each to perform his talk. 

III. . 

We fquare our deeds by virtues plan. 
And dignify each honeft man. 

With fecrets ftill unknown. 

The monarch, ftateftnan, and divine. 
Unite in mafons grand defign. 

And in the lodge have fhone. 

IV. 

But when the bright meridian fun. 

One half his daily courie has run. 

And makes the ihorteft ihade. 

We then eredl fair beauty’s pile. 

Which makes each mafon fmg and fmile. 
For virtue’s joys ne’er fade. 

V. 

Our glafles charg’d in folemn Hate, 

We drink to all the good and great. 

That love free- mafonry 

We toaft our brethren, friends and wives. 

And thus we mafons always ft rive, 

In friendihip to agree. 

» 

VI. 

In mirth we ipend the time of eaft, 

’Till Sol declines into the weft. 
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Then ftrength performs his part * 

And to compleat the mafons life. 

Each haftes unto his girl or wife. 

To propagate the art. 

LXII. 

A NEW MASONS SONG. 

L 

As long as our coaft does with whitenefe appear. 

Still mafons Hand fofemoft in verle ; 

WhiHt; harmony, friendfhip and joys are held dear. 
New bands {hall our praifes rehearfe. 

CHORUS. 

Though lodges lefs favoured, lefs happy decay, 
Deftroyed by old time as it runs } 

Tho’ Albions, Gregorians and Bucks fade away. 

Still Mafons fhall live in their fons. 

II. 

If envy attempts our fuccefs to impede. 

United we will trample her down : 

If fa&ion fhould threaten, we'll Ihew we’er agreed. 
And difcord fhall own we are one. 

Chor. Tho' lodges &c. 

III. 

Whilft with ardour we glow, this our Order to raifc,’ 
Promoting its wellfare and peace : 

Old mafons return, our endeavours to praife, . 

And new ones confirm the increafe. , 

Chor. Tho’ lodges &c. 

Go 
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Go on, cries our parents, for time is your friend. 
Its flight ihall increafe your renown. 

And mirth (hall your gueft be, and Bacchus attend* 
And joy all your meetings (hall crown. 

Ch6r. Tho’ lodges. See. 


LXHI. SONG. 


I. 

Arife gentle Mufe, who With wifdom infpires. 

Each bofom that’s ardent in virtuous defires •, 

For from glorious a&ions, the blils that accrues. 

Is the worth all admire, and each mafon purfues. 

C H O R U S. 

Hence harmony fprings , *tis the cement of love , 
fair freedom on earth > and bright union above . 

II. 

Indignant around us, tho* difeord is feen,. 

And malice full loaded, venomous fpleen ; 

To the one we’ll be deaf, to the other be blind. 

For virtue will always give ftrength to the mind. 

Hence harmony fprings , &c. 

III. 

Thus beauty’s gay charms, with luftre divine. 

Our art (hall adorn, which for ever will (hine, 

’Till time circling round (hall unfoldjthe great truth, 
Which thus has united the fage and the youth. 

Hence harmony fprings> fit c. 

LX1V. SONG 
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LXIV. SONG. 

* k * 

I. 

Begin, O ye Mufes, a free maibn’s ftrain ; 

Let the numbers be gentle, and eafy, and plain,' 
While thus in concert we joyfully fing. 

Each brother’s happy and bleft as a king. 

For princes diiflain not companions to be, 

'With a man that's own’d for a mafon and free. 

II. 

Why fcek the beft nobles our myftery to know. 

And rather fing here than fip tea with a beau;’ 

The notes of knowledge more powerfully call. 

Than fav’rite at court, or toaft at a ball ; 

For truth's fake a lord is of equal degree. 

With a man that is own'd for a mafon and free, 

in. 

Great Jove firft lighted the glorious flame. 

Of fcience that fages free mafonry name, 

Lrom Adam it pall to the patriarchs old. 

And wifeft of kings did prefer it to gold ; 

Hiram of Tyre join’d with him to be. 

Of the number of thofe that were mafons and free; 

IV. 

The Gregs and the G Allies *, and others they fay. 
Have fet up their lodges and mimic our way, 

* See the Note to the 36th Song. 


But 
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jBut frogs clam a curfe when they croak from the fen. 
And monkies a kick when they imitate men; 

In vain fhallow mortals the rivals would be. 

To the man that is own’d for a mafon and free. 

V. 

The wifdora of Greece and old Rome we explore, ' 

Nay pafe to the learn’d of the Memphian fliore. 

What fecrets Euphrates and Tygres have known, 

And Paleftine gather’d, are here made our own ; 

Well may the world wonder what ftrange things we fee. 

With the man that is known a free mafon to be. 

1 / 

VI. 

Tho’ women from lodges are always debar’d. 

Dear fair ones repent not, nor cenfure too hard. 

No rivals are here, no not even in glafs. 

Where fribles fo doat on the fhade of an afs. 

Your own deareft pictures, oiir hearts could you fee. 
Would be found in the bofom of him that is free. 

VII. 

The graces and virtue here mutually join. 

And fcience and knowledge the foul to refine : 

Blefs’d concord and eagle high truth hover round. 

And face to face friendlhip cries fee the bowl crown’d j 
Here’s a health, let it pafs.with the number of three. 
To him that is known a good mafon and free. 


LXV. 


m 
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--LXV. SONG. 

l. 

When a lodge of free malons are cloath’d in their aprons 
In order to make a new -brother. 

With firm hearts and clean hands they repair to their 
Hands, 

And jultly fupport one another. 

n. 

Truly brother take care, of Eve's droppers beware, 

'Tis a juft and a folemnoccafion ; 

Give the word and the blow, that workmen may know 
You are going to make a free mafon. 

m. 

The matter ftands due, and his officers too, 

While crattfmen are plying their ftation j 
The deacons doth ftand right for the command 
Of a free and an accepted mafon, 

1 IV. 

Now traverfe your ground, as in duty you’re bound. 
And revere the moft (acred oration. 

That leads to the way, ^nd proves the firft ray. 

Of the light of an accepted mafon. 

1 i 

■ ■ v. - . . . • - 

Here’s tokens and figns, with problems and lines. 

And room too for deep (peculation ; 

Here virtue and truth, are taught to the youth, 

When firft he is bound to a mafon. 

C c 


VI. Hiero- 


10ft . . £ &><*<* £ oll^ctjom gf » 

VI.. 

Hieroglyphicks bright, and light reverts light. 

On the rules and tools of vocation j 
We>work' aftd. $rt ting, the craft and .the king, 

’Tis both duty and choice in $ mafon. 

r ' v - VII. 

What’s laid. or is done, is here truly laid down. 

In form of our high inftallation. 

Yet 1 chaP .:n *e all men to knew what I mean, 

Unjefs he's an accepted malqn. 

vm. • ■ : 

Tlie ladies Claim right to come into crar light, 

* Since the apron they fay is their beating 
Can they fubjeft their will, and keep their tongues ftill. 
And let talking be chang’d into hearing, r ... 

This difficult talk' is the leaft tve can &{k 4 • . 

To fecure us on fuhdty occafioriS, ' ' " 

When with this they comply/lour utmoft we’ll try 
Td raift dodges /or -lady free mafpqs. ;; ■ 

.. . 4 ' •" '* 

’Till this c&h be done,' muft c eadTf brother fie, mum, 

Tho’ the fair one 'ffioifd wftetedie' fhd tfeazeon. 

Be juft true and kind, but ftill bear in mind. 

At all tkftessi -that you f* free. m?fon. . , 


( ‘ i 


o 


Art 



An £> j> E; 

< ■ ■ ) 

By Brother Edward Fenner, . < 

With grateful hearts yuurwpijeef.rftife, . 

To found the great £refl»otfs praife, • 

Who by his word 

And form'd the; xfc&utt bCAJflg of light ; 

Who fram’d theheav*ns, the eaj$h». 

And bid the wondrous ; rtfe, 

Who view’d his work and-f 9 ujtd.it juft, ...... 

And then created man from duft. 

Happy in JLdett wag' hg laid,; ’ 

Nor did he go aftray 

Till, by the ferpent. Eve betray*^ 

Firft fell and led the way. ‘ * - -- • 

But falling from this happy plain, , 7 . ■ 

Subject to various wants and pain, ' " '* 

Labour and art muft now provide, . f , .* 

WhwMd.^tty } . '] [' ’ ”7 • 

Some leafn’d to till th' unwilling ground} '/ “ 

Some bid' the well-ftrung harp to found j 
Each different arts purfufed and taught 
Till to perfedtion each was (brought, . . . 

Mafons purfue the truth divipej, , ~ 

We cannot go affray,- . ..ay-). : . , 

Since three great lights conjointly/QuA? ... j 
To point us out the way. 

Cc2 


• A C&wk' C ollection ttf 4. 

Zion appears, rejoice, rejoice. 

Exult, and hear, obey the voice • 

Of mercy and enlightening grace. 

Recalling us to Eden's place ; - ' ' : 

With faith believe, and hope purfue. 

And mercy ftill for hnercy (hew ; . 

Proclaim aloud, with grateful theme. 

The great Redeemer’s blefied name; 

The eaftern ftar nowfhews us light, • ; 

Let us not go aftray ; 

Let faith, hope, charity unite • . . 

Tochear the gladfome way. \ . 

. . . > - ' • ,•» ‘ 

- • . v. * 

LXVL SONG. , 

. 1 

' V 

I. , " . 

Ye thrice happy Yew, 

Whofe hearts have been true; 

In concord and unity found. 

Let’s fing and rejoice. 

And unite ev’ry voice, 

To fend the gay chorus around, to fend the gay chorus 
around. 1 ‘ . 

CHORUS.: 

For like pillars we ftartd. 

An immovable band, 

Cemented by powers from above, 

Thenfttelylet’s pals 
The generous glais, \ 

To. mafonry, friendlhip and love, to mafonry, friendfhip 
- and love. The 
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II, 

The grand architect, 

Whofe word did erect. 

Eternity, meafure, -and fpace, 

Firft laid the fair plan. 

On which we began. 

Cement of harmony and-place, cement of harmony and 
place, 

Cho. For like pillars we Hand, &c. 

in. 

Whofe firmnefe of hearts, 

Fair troafure of arts. 

To the eyes of the vulgar unknown, 

Whofe luftre can beam, 

New dignity and fame. 

On the pulpit, the bar, or the throne. Endure, 

Cho. For like pillars we Hand, &c. 

IV. 

Jndifloluble bands. 

Our hearts and our hands. 

In focial benevolence bind j 
For true to his caufe. 

By immutable laws* 

A mafon’s a friend to mankind. Endore. 

Cho. For like pillars we ftand, &c. 

' . V. 

r 

Let joy flow around. 

And peace olive bound, 

Prefide 
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Prefide at our myftical 

Whofe candour maintains 
Our aufpicious domains. 

And freedom with order umtes. : Emhvrt: 
Cho. For like pillars we fraud, &t. 


Wfc; 


Nor let the dear maid. 

Our myfteries &oad^ v , 

Nor think them repugnant to love j 
: Toljeauty we bend, - 
And her Empire defeM*- : : ; • ^y-' 

Her empire deriv’d from above; BtfebbW* ' 

Cho. For like piHkrs-weftind, ! 


T-hefl^sall^tute, ; - 0{ - • : , . . 

Sincere and upright, . ; u v j. . ■ . ^ 
On the level of virtue to Hand j 
No mortals can be, *’• - 

More happy than we, « ' • * 

With a brother and friahd-iW^eBtfe httnd* ‘ •! <<•' 
Cho. For like pillars we r 1 - 

( **«*•«* J JIJ ; i 


pxyn. so n o. 


Whoever, wants wifdom, muft with fome delight. 
Read, ponder, and pore,’ hoop, morning, and night 
Mull turn over volumes of gijgahtic fee, i - ; 
tRnljghten his mind, tho* he puti out his eyes. 

Perry down, (Ac. 


m 


MASONS S p N 9 S. 

II. 

If a General wou’d know bow to mu$cr his tpeq. 

By thoufands, by hundreds, by pities, bj ten j 
Or level his Siege on high caftleor town. 

He muft borrow his precepts from men of renown. , 
Derry down, &c. 

III. 

Wou’d a wry-fac’d phyfician or parfon excel. 

In preaching or giving a fan&ifiod fpejl - t . 

He firft mult read Galea and TUlatJoa thro* 

E’er he gets credentials or bufineft to dq. 

Derry down, Ac. 

iv. : ' 

But thefe are all follies, free-mafons can prove. 

In the lodge they find t knowledge, fair virtue and love j 
Without deaf ning their ears, without blinding their eyes. 
They find the compendious way to be wile. 

> Derry down, Ac. ’ ' ‘ ’ 


L^miLjSpNG. 

I- 

Come ye elves that he. 

Come follow, follow ^me^ : 

All you that guards haveheen 
Without, and ferv’d within : • 

Sing, let joy thro’ .usjrefeund. 

For all this lodge isJiacocid.gjound. 

Guide} 
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n. 

Guides too, that fairies are. 

Come five by five prepare : 

Come bring frcfh oil with fpeed. 

Your dying lamps to feed ; v 

All trim’d in new and glitt’ring light. 

To welcome garments that are white. 

III. 

Come feraphs too, that be 
Bright rulers, three by three > 

Attend on me your queen. 

Two handmaids led between : 

Whilft all around this health I name. 

Shall make the hollow founds proclaim. 

IV. 

Whilft fylvans and fylvan loves, 

O’er mountains and in groves ; 

With brighter gems and fpri^htly dames. 
Of fountains and of flames : 

With joyful noife our hands and feet. 

Shall echo, and the found repeat. 

V. 

Whilft we who ling and love. 

And live in fprings above ; 

Defcend, defcend, do we. 

With mafons to be free : 

Where fprings of wine revive each face. 

And ftreams of milk flow round th^ place. . 
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VI. 

Whilft cherubs guard the door, 

With flaming fword before j 
We thro’ the key-hole creep, 

And there unfeen we. peep ; 

O'er all their jewels flcip and leap, . 

And trip it, trip it, ftep by ftep< . 

VII. 

Or as upon the green. 

We Fairies turn unleen 
So here we make a ring, > 

While merry mafons fing : 

Around their crowns we whirlapace. 

And not one Angle hair mifplace. 

VIII. 

And down from thence we jump. 

All with a filent thump ; 

None hear our feet rebound. 

Round, round the table, round : 

Nor fees us whilflr we nimbly pafs. 

Thrice round the rim of ev’ry glafs, 

IX. 

But if any crumbs withal, 

Down from their table fall , 

With greedy mirth we eat, 

No honey is fo fweet : 

And when they drop it from their thumb,' 
We catch it fufernaculum , 

V* 



Now 
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X. 

Now as for malopry, 

Altho’ we are not free v 
In lodges we have been. 

And aU their Signs have feen : 

Yet fuch love to the craft we bear. 

Their fecrcts we will ne’er declare. 





'PROLOGUES, 

; AND 

EPILOGUES 


A PROLOGUE. 

Spoken by Mr. Griffith, at the Theatre-Royal, && 

I F to delight and humanize the mind. 

The favage world in focial ties to bind ; 

To make the moral virtues all appear 
Improv’d and ufeful, foftcn’d from fcverc j 
If thefe demand the tribute of your praifc. 

The teacher’s honour or the poet’s lays j 
How do we view ’em all compris'd in Thee, 

Thrice honour'd and myfterious Masonry $ 

By Thee erefted, fpacious domes arife. 

And fpires afcendirtg glittering in the ikies ; 

The word’rous whole’by heav’nly art is crown’d. 

And order in diveffity is found ; 

Thro’ fuch a length of ages, (till how fair, 

How bright, how blooming do thy looks appear* 

DdJ And 


204 


PROL O G U E S. 

\ 

And {till {hall bloom. —Time, as it glides away. 
Fears for its own, before thirie {hall decay ; 

The ufe of accents from thy aid is thrown. 
Thou form’d: a filent language of thy own : 
Difdain’ft that records fhould contain thy art. 

And only liv’ft within the faithful heart. 

Behold where kings and a long {hining train 
Of garter’d heroes wait upon thy reign. 

And boaft no honour but a mafon’s name. 

Still in the dark let the unknowing ftray ; 

No matter what they judge, or what they fay ; 
Still may thy myftic fecrets be conceal’d. 

And only to a brother be reveal’d. 

A PROLOGUE, 

As a wild Rake that courts a virgin fair. 

And tries in vain her virtue to enfnare : 

Tho’ what he calls his heav’n he may obtain ' 
By putting on the matrimonial chain. 

At length enrag’d to find {he ftill is chafte 
Her modeft fame malicioufly would blaft j 
So fome at our fraternity do rail, 

Becaufe our fecrets we fo well conceal. 

And curfe the fentry with the flaming fword. 
That keeps eve-droppers from the mafon word •, 
Tho’ rightly introduc’d all true men may 
Obtain the fecret in a lawful way. 

They’d have us counter to our honour run ; 

Do what they muft blame us for when done j 



And 
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Apd when they find their teasing will not do, 
Blindedwith anger, heighth erf" folly (how. 

By railing at the thing they do not know. 

Not fo the afienobly of the Scottijh kirk. 

Their wifdoms went a wifer way to work : 

When they were told that mafons practis’d charms. 
Invok’d the dee’l, and rais’d tempefluous ftorms. 

Two of their body prudently they fent 
To learn what con’d by mafonry be meant. 

Admitted to the lodge and treated well. 

At their return the afiembly hop’d they’d telL 
We fay nea mere than this (they both reply’d) 

Do what we’ve done and ye’ll be (atisfy’d. 

A PROLOGUE. 

As fome crack’d chymift of projecting brain. 

Much for difeovery, but more for gain ; 

With toil, inceflant labours, puffs and blows 
In fearch of fomething nature won’t difclofc. 

At length his crucibles and meafures broke. 

His fancy’d gain evaporate in frpoke. 

So fome prefumptuous (till attempt to trace 
The guarded fymbol of our ancient race. 

Enwrapp’d in venerable gloom it lies. 

And mocks all fight but of a mafon’s eyes ; 

Like the fam’d dream enriching Egypt’s (hore. 

All feel its'ufe — but few its fource explore. 

Afl 
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AH ages ftjil muft owe* and every land * 

Their pride and fafety to the mafons hand. 
Whether for gorgeous domes renown’d afar. 

Or ramparts ftrong to ftem the rage of war ; 
l AU we behold in earth or circling air. 

Proclaims the power of compais’s and fquare. 

The heaven-taught fcience queen of arts appears. 
Eludes the ruft of time, and wafte of years. 

Thro’ form and matter are her laws difphty’d, 

Her rule’s the fame by which the world was made. 
Whatever virtue grace the foetal name, 

.Thofe we profefs, on thofe we found our fame j 
Wifely the lodge looks down on tinfel ftate. 
Where only to be good, is to be great. 

$uch fouls by inftindl to each other turn. 

Demand alliance, and in friendship burn j 
No (hallow fchemes, no ftratagems nor arts. 

Can break the cement that unites their hearts. 
Then let pale envy, rage, and every name 
Of fools mifiaking infamy, for fame ; 

Such have all countries and all ages borne. 

And fuch all countries and all ages fcorn v 
Glorious the temple of the fylvan queen. 

Pride of the world at Etbefus was feen 
A witlefs wretch the Prichard of thofe days. 
Stranger to virtue and unknown to praife. 

Crooked of foul and fond of any name, 

Confign’d the noble monument to flame. 

Vain madman \ if l'o thinking to deftroy 
The Art which cannot but with nature die. 
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StjU with the craft, ftill (hall his nameiurvive. 
And in our glory his difgrace (hall Jive; 

While his cowans no more admittance gain 
Than Epbcramites at Jordan's paffage (lain. 

A P R O L O G U E. 

\ 

You’ve feen me oft in gold and Ermin dreft. 

And wearing (hort liv’d bopours on my bread ; 

But now the honourable badge I wear 
Gives an indelible high charadter : 

And thus By our grand matter am I lent 
To tell you what by mafonry is meant. 

If all the focial virtues of the mind ; 

If an extend ve love to all mankind ; . 

If hofpitable welcome to a gueft, - 
And (peedy charity to the diftrds’d ; 

If due regard to liberty and laws. 

Zeal for our king and for our country’s caufe; 

If thefe are principles deferving fame, 

Let Masons then enjoy the praife they claim : 

Nay more, though war deftroys what mafons build. 
E'er to a peace inglorious we would yield ; 

Our fquares and trowels into fwords we’ll turn. 

And make our foes the wars they menace mourn j> 
For their contempt we’ll no vain boafter (pare, 
Unlett by chance we meet a Mason there. 


i Spoken 
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Spoken by a BROTHER; 

While others fing of wars and martial feats, 

Of bloody battles and of fam’d retreats j 
A more noble fubjeft ftiall my fancy raife. 

And MASONRY alone (hall claim my praife : ■ 
Hail ! Mafbnry, thou royal art divine,' 

Blamelefs may I approach thy facred Ihrine 5 
Thy radiant beauties let me there admire. 

And warm my heart with thy celeftial fire : 

Ye wilful blind, leek not your own difgrace. 

Be Cure you come not near the hallowed place. 

For fear too late your rafhnefs you deplore. 

And terrors feel by you unthought before. 

With joy my faithful brethren here I fee 
Joining their hearts in love and unity i . 

Still ftrivingeach other to excel 
* In focial virtues and ih doing well : 

No party jars, no politic debate. 

Which ofteh wrath excites, and feuds create j 
No impious talk, no fleering jells nor brawls, 

Was overheard within our peaceful walls, 

Here in harmonious concert friendly join 

The Prince, the Soldier, Tradefman, and Divine, 

And to each other mutual help afford *, 

The honeft farmer,*and the noble lord. 

Freedom and mirth attend the cheerful bowl, 
Refrelh the fpirits, and enlarge the fouli 
The cordial we with moderation ufe. 

For temperance admits of no abufe ; 
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Prudence we praife and fortitude commend, 
Tojuftice always and her friends a friend : 

The fcoifing tribe the fhame of Adam* s race. 
Deride thofe myfteries which they cannot trace j 
Profane folemnides they never faw. 

And lying libels to them are a law j 
The book of mafonry they may in vain explore. 
And turn myfterious pages o*er and o'er; 
Hoping the great Arcanum to attain. 

But endlefs their toil, and fruidefs all their pain : 
They may as well for heat to Greenland go. 

Or in the torrid regions feek for fnow j 
The royal craft the fcoffing tribe defpife. 

And veils their fecrets from unlawful ey$s. 


/ 

An EPILOGUE. 

Spoken by Mrs. Thurmond, , a Mafdn’s Wife. 

With what malicious joy, e’er I knew better, 

Havel been wont the mafons to be-fpatterj 
HoW greedily have 1 believ’d each lie 
Contriv’d againft that fam’d fociety ; 

With many more complain’d— 1 'twas very hard. 
Women fhould from their fecrets be debar’d, 

Ee 


When 


# . 
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When kings and ftatefmen to our fex reveal 
Important bufinefs which they Should. conceal. 
That beauteous ladies by their fparks ador’d 
Never cou’d wheedle out’ the malon’s word j 
And oft their favours have beftow’d in' van, 

Nor cou’d one fecret for another gain : 

I thought unable fo explain the matter, ■ 

Each mafon fure mult be a woman hater : 

With fudden fear and difmal horror ftruck,- 
I heard my fpoufe was to fubfcribe the book. 

By all our loves I beg’d he would forbear j 
Upon my knees I wept and tore my hair : 

But 'when I found him fixt, how I behav’d, 

I. thought him loft, and like a fury rav’d. 

Believ’d he would for ever be undone 
By forile ftrange operation undergone. 

When he came back I found a change ’tis true. 

But fuch a change as did his youth renew : 

With rofy cheeks and finding grace he came, 
Andfparkling eyes that fpoke a bridegroom’s flame. 
Ye married ladies ’tis a happy life, A 
Believe me, that of a freemafon’s wot. 

Tho’ they concftal the fecrets of their friends. 

In love and truth they make us full ^m^nds. 


~ Art* ' 


EPILOGUES. 


211 


An EPILOGUE. 

Spoken by Mrs. B E L L A M Y. 

Well, here I’m come to let you know my thoughts ; 
Nay, ben’t alarm’d. I’ll not attack your faults j 
Alike be fafe, the cuckold and the wit, 

, The cuckold-maker and the folemn cit. 

I’m in good humour and am come to prattle. 

Han’t I a head well turn’d, d’ye think, to rattle, 

But to clear up the point and to be free. 

What think you is my fubjeft. Masonry : 

Tho* I’m afraid as Lawyers cafes dear 
My leam’d* debate will leave you as you were ; 

But I’m a woman — and when I fay that. 

You know we’ll talk — altho' we know not what4 
What think you ladies e’nt it very hard. 

That we Ihould from this fecret be debar’d. 

How comes it that the fofter hour of love, 1 
To wheedle out this fecret fruitlefs prove •, > 

For we can wheedle when we hope to move. } 

What can it mean, why all this mighty pother, 

Thefe myftic figns and folemtl calling, brother * 

That we are qualify ’d in figns are known. 

We can keep fecrets too, but they’re our own. 

When my good man went firft to be a mafon, 

Tho’ I refolv’d to put the fmoother face on 

Yet to fpeak truly, I began to fear ** 

He muft fome dreadful operation bear ; 

But: he return’d, to fatisfy each doubt, 

And brought home ev’ry thing he carried out : 

Ee 2 _ Nay 
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Nay, came improv’d, for on his, face appear’d 
A pleafing fmile that ev’ry fcruple clear’d. 

Such added complaifance, fo much good-nature. 

So much, io ftrangely alter’d for the better j 
That to increafe the mutual dear delight ! 

Wou'd he were made a mafon ev’ry night. 

EPILOGUE. 

Spoken by Mrs. Horton. 

\Vhere are thefe Hydra’s, let me vent my fpleen } 

Are thefe free-mafons ? Blefs me ! thefe are men ! 

And young and brilk too : I expected monfters. 

Brutes more prodigious than Italian fongfters. 

Lord, how report will lie, how vain’s this pother ; 
Thefe look like fparks who only love each other. [Ironically 
Let eafy faiths on fuch grofs tales rely, • 

*Tis falie by rules of phyfiognomy. 

I’ll ne’er believe it, poz, unlefs I try. 

In proper time and place, there’s little doubt - 
But one might find their vfrond’rous fecrets out ; 

: I (hrewdly guefs, egad, for all their fhynefs. 

They’d render figns and tokens too of kindnefs j 
Jf asiy truth in what I here obferve is. 

They’ll quit ten brothers for one filter’s fervice : 

But hold with fancy, whether haft thou ftray’d ? 

Where man’s concern’d, alas, how frail’s a maid : 
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I’m come to ftorm, tt>fcnld, to rail, to rate. 

And lee the accufer’s turn’d the advocate. 

Say to what merits might I not pretend. 

Who, tho* no filter, do yet prove your friend : 

Wou’d beauty thus but in your caule appear, 

’Twere fomething, Sirs, to be accepted there :[shew« the boxee 
Ladies, be gracious to the myftic arts, * 

And kindly take the gen'rous mafons parts j 
Let no loquacious fop your joys partake. 

He fues for telling, not for killing fake : 

Firm to their truft, the faithful craft conceal ; 

They cry no roaft-meat, fare they ne'er fo wellj 
No tell-tale fiieer lhall raife the confcious blulh. 

The loyal brother's word is always— —hulh. *' 

What tho' they quote old Solomon * s decree. 

And vainly boall that thro’ the world they're free ; 

With eafe you’ll humble the prefumptuous braves. 

One kind regard makes all thefe freemen Haves. 

An EPILOGUE. 

Well, heavens be prais’d, the mighty fecrets's out j 
The lecret that has madefo ftrange a rout : 

This moment I was taught behind the feenes. 

That every word, and lign, and token means } 

A charming lecret, but 1 mult conceal it 
If time, at nine months end, does not reveal it : 

What monftrous horrid lies do fome folks tell us. 

Why mafons, ladies, are quite clever fellows ; 


They’re 
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They’re lovers of our Sex, as I can witnefc. 

And ne'er act contrary to * mortal Etnefs : 

If any of ye doubt it, try the mafons. 

They’ll not deceive your largeft expe&ations 
Let no mifgrounded apprehenfions feize ye. 

They won't do any thing that can difpleafe ye ; 

They're Able workmen, and compleatly (kill’d in 
The trueft arts and myfteriesof building ; 

They’ll build up families, and, as moft fit is. 

Not only will ereft, but people cities ; 

They’ll fill as well as fabricate your houfes. 

And propagate a race of ftrong-built fpoufes. 

If fuch their gifts ; fuch, ladies, is their merit, 

So great their (lull, and ftrength, and life, and Ipirit j 
What female heart can be fo very hard. 

As Co refufe them their delerv’d reward. 

Once on a time (as heathen ftory fay) 

Two mafon-gods to T roy town took their way : 

Arriv’d, and hir’d to work, to work they fell * 

Hard was their talk, but executed well : 

With more than human ftrength, thefe heav*nly powers, 
' Rais’d the impregnable Dardanian towers ; 

Thole towers which long fecur’d the Trojan dames. 
From Grecian raviftiers, and Grecian flames : 
i Gratis they did it, whatfoe’r was done*, 

I Wrong'd of their pay by king Laomedon : • 
r Rafe fordid foul, of princes the difgrace *, 

i But heav’n his guilt aveng’d upon his race: 

* Alluding to Chubb’s E flay — fo intitled. 


Moft 
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Moft juftly did his 'Troy at length expire. 
Reduc’d to allies by vindictive fire. 

Ladies, this ftory’s written for your learning ; 
Let T'rof s example fright you all from burning y 
Let it, this truth in every breaft infpire. 

That every workman’s worthy of his hire *, 

But fure fuch virtue in the prefent age is. 

None will defraud*the brethren of their wages y 
None will tranfgrefs the laws of common fenfe. 
Which give both lexes due benevolence: 

A mafon’s full reward then do not grudge. 

Since every mafon is your humble drudge. 
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SOLOMON'S TEMPLE, 

A N 

ORATORIO, 

As it was performed fb* tkp Benefit of fick and diftrefs’d 

FREE-M ASON& 


Dramatis P erf on*, 
Solomon, the Grand-Mafter, 
HighPrieft. 

Hiram , the Workman. 

Uriels Angel of the Sun. ' 
Sheba, Queen of the South, 
Chorus of Prjefts find Nobles, 


SOLO M O N. 

“ Recitative, 

Conven’d we're meti^h^f Oracle, of heav^. 
To whom the facred myfteries are given ; 
We're met to bid a fplendidfabric rile, 
Worthy the mighty Ruler pf the Oties. 

High Priejt. 

And lo! where Uriel, angel of the fun 
.Arri v « to fee the mighty bulinefs done. 
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> 4 * r ' 

Behold he comes upon the wings of light. 

And with his funny veftments clears the fight* 

U R I E L. 

Reeitative. 

The Lord fuppeme, grand-mailer of thedfkics, 
Who -bid creation from -a ehaos "rife; ’ " * 

The rules of architecture firft engrav’d. 

Oh AdanFsKtaxt. 

Chorus of RtiefiS and, Nobles. 

To bcav’ns high architect, all praife, ; 

' All gratitudfc be given- - 
Who deign’d the human foul -to raife. 

By fecrets fprung from heav’n, . 

- S J OL O MO'N. 

• * Recitative. ‘ 

Adam , well vers’din>i?s # *. J . ^ 

Gave to his Tons the pimp and line i 
By mafonry fage Tubal Cain, ' 

To the <ie<*£r Organ tuh% -the-ftraln. : -• f 

: - :r 

And while he fwell-d-tlie- melting note* - 
On high the filver concord float. 
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High Priefi. 

Recitative accompanied. 

• t . 

Upon the furface of the waves, 

(When God a mighty deluge pours) 

Noah a chofen remnant laves. 

And hud the ark’s ftupendious floors, 

URIEL. 

Air. 

Hark from on high, the mafon-word ! 

* David , my fervant, fhall not build 

* A lodge for heav’n’s all-fov’reign Lord, 

' Since blood and war have Gain'd his lhield; 

* That for our deputy, his fon 

* We have referv’d.— Prince Solomon. Da. capo 

Chorus of Priefi s and Nobles. 

Sound great JEHOVAH’s praife ! 

Who bid young Solomon the temple raife. . , 

SOLOMON.. 

Recitative. 

So grand a ftru&ure flull we raife. 

That men lhall wonder ! Angels gaze ! 

By art divine it (hall be rear'd, 

Nor lhall the hartimer’s noife be heard. 

Chorus. 

Sound great JfEHOVAH’s praife. 

Who bid king Solomon the temple raife. ( 
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URIEL. 

Recitativt. 

To plan the mighty dome, 

Hiram, the mafter-mafon’s Comet 

Air by Uriel » 

We kflow thee by thy apron white. 

We know thee by thy trowel bright* 

Well (killed in mafortry 
We know thee by thy jewel’s blaze. 

Thy manly walk and air ; 

Inftu&ed thou the lodge (halt wife. 

Let all for work prepare. 

HIRAM. 

Air. 

Not like Babel’s haughty building, 

• Shall our greater lodge be fram’d j 
That to hideous jargon yielding, 

Jullly was a Babel nam’d : 

There Confufion all o’er-bearing. 

Neither fign flor word they knew; 

We our work with order fquaring. 

Each proportion (hall be true. 

SOLOMON. 

Recitative. 

Cedars which fmee creation grew, 

Pall of themfelves to grace the dome ; 

All Lebanon, as if (he knew 
The great oCcafion, lo is come. 
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URIEL., 

Air. 

Behold, my Brethren of the sky, 
fhe Work begins .worthy an Angel’s eye: 

Chorus of Priefts and Nobles. 

Be prefent all ye heavenly Hofts ; 

The work begins, the Lord defrays the coft. 

ACT II. 

Messsnosr. 

Recitative. 

Behold, attended by a num’rous train 
Queen of the South, fur Sheba greets thy reign ! 
In admiration of thy wifdom, fhe 
Comes to preient the bended knee. 

SOLOMON to HIRAM. 
Receive her with a fair falute, 

Sucjt as with Majefty may fuit. 

HIRAM 

Air. 

When allegiance bids obey. 

We with pleafure owe its fway. 

Enter SHEBA attended. 

. Obedient to fuperior greatnefs, fee 
Our Scepter hails thy mightier Majefty. 

SHEBA. 

Air. 

Thus Phoebe, queen of ihade and night. 
Owning the fun’s fuperior rays •> 

With feebler glory, lefler light. 

Attends the triumph of his blaze ; .. 
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Oh, all excelling Prince, deceive. 

The tribute due to fuch a King ; 

Not the gift, but will, believe ; 

Take the heart, not what we bring. [Da capo* 

SOLOMON , ; 

Recitative. 

Let meafures foftly fweet, 

Illuftrious Sheba's prefence greet. 

SOLOMON. 

Air. 

Tune the lute and firing the lyre. 

Equal to the fur we ling : « 

"Who can fee and not admire, 
flbebOj confort for a king : 

Enliv’ning wit and beauty join, 

Melting fenfe and graceful' air j 
Here united powers combine, 

■Jo make her brighteft of the fair. [Da capo. 

SOLOMON 

Recitative. 

Hiram , our brother and our friend, 
po thou the Queen with me attend. 

SCENE If. . 

A View of the TEMP L E. 

High Prie/t. 

Recitative. 

Sacred to heatfht, behold the dome appears * 

Lo, what auguft fblemnity it wears * 

Angels themfelves have deign’d tp deck the frame. 
And beauteous Sheba fhafl report its fame. 

Air 


Air. 

When the Queen of the iouth fhall return 
To the climes which acknowledge her fway ; 

Where the fun’s warmer beams fiercely burn, ^ t 
The Princefe with tnmfportlhail lay t 
Well worthy my journey, I’ve feen , • 

A Monarch both giac^and wife, • . 

Deferving the love of a Queen, . 

And a temple well worthy the skies. ' [Da ‘capo* 

Chorus. 

Open ye gates, receive the Queen Who fhares. 

With equal fenfe, your happinefe and cares, 

HIRAM. 

. Recitative.. 

Of riches much, but more of wifdom fee; 

Proportion’d workmanfhip, and mafonry. 

HIRAM 
• Air. 

Oh, charming Skeha* there behold 
What mafly ftores of burnilh’d gold. 

Yet richer is our art ; 

Not all the orient gems that fhine. 

Nor treafures of rich Opbir ' s mine. 

Excel the Mafon’s heart : 

True to the fair he honours, more 
Than glittering gems or brighteft ore. 

The plighted pledge of love ; 

To ev’ry tie of honour bound. 

In love and friendihip conftant found, « 

And favour’d from abovt* 


Solomon, 


w* 


SOL OMO ATs T E M P L E. 
SOLOMON and SHEBA 


Duet. 


1 tefo. 

* 

Solomon. 


Ope gem bcyohd the reft I fee. 
And charming Solomon is he. 
One gem beyond the reft I- fee, 
Faireft of fiur ones, -thou art Ihe. 


^ktba. . - 
Solomon, 


Oh, thoufutpaffingall men wife. 
And thine excelling womens eyes. 


HIRAM. 

Recitative. 


Wifdom and beauty doth combine ; 
Our art toraife, our hearts to join. 

• Qbjarns^-: 

Give to Mafonry the prize. 
Where the faireft chufe the wife } 
Beauty ftill ftiQu'd Wifdom love i 
Beauty and order reigti abovfc. ’ 




) 
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